
OFFICIAL 
RULES 



Tr'lE American Badminton Association 
is the official governing body for the game of bad· 
minton within the United States of America. It is a 
member of the International Badminton Federation, 
with headquarters in London, England. The memo 
bership of the Association consists of: 

1. Class A Members-These members consist of asso· 
ciations of five or more clubs, each of which club 
has six or more playing members. 

2. Class B Members-These members consist of 
clubs of six or more playing members so situated 
that they cannot conveni ently become affiliated with 
other clubs of an association. Their application must 
be endorsed by the nearest Class A member. 

3. Class C Members--These members consist of 
gro ups of players in schools, colleges, YMCAs and 
municipal centers which are no't r epresentd in any 
aSSOCIatIOn. Their application must be endorsed by 
th e nearest Class A member. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To promote and develop the game of badminton 
in th e United States. 

2. To assist in the development of clubs and asso· 
ciations. 

3. To establish and uphold rules of play and ama· 
teur status. 

4. To conduct and manage all National tournaments. 

5. To sanction all sectional and State championship 
tournaments. 

6. To act as the United States authority in any In· 
ternational tournaments. 
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r 
THE LAWS OF 
BADMINTON 

1. (a) COURT.-The court shall be laid out as in Diagram 
"A" (Page 5) (except in the case provided for in paragraph 
"b" of this Law) and to the measurements there shown and 
shall be defined by white, black or other easily distinguishable 
lines, 1]12 inches wide. 

In marking the court, the width (Ph inches) of the center lines 
shall be equally divided between the right and left service·courts; 
the width (l]h inches each) of the short service line and the long 
servic~ line shall fall within the 13 foot measurement given as the 
length of the service·court; and the width (Fh inches each) of 
all other boundary lines shall fall within the measurements given. 

(b) Where space does not permit of the marking out of a court 
for doubl es, a court may be marked out for singles only as shown 
in Diagram "B" (Page 5). The back boundary lines become 
also the long service lines, and the posts, or the strips of material 
representing them as referred to in Law 2, shall be placed on 
the side lines. 

2. POSTS- The posts shall be 5 feet 1 inch in height from the 
floor. They shall be sufficiently firm to keep the net strained as 
provided in Law 3, and shall be placed on the side boundary lines 
of the court. Where this is not practicable, some method must be 
employed for indicating the position of the side boundary liue- 
where it passes under the net, e.g., by the use of a thin post or 
strip of material, not less than 1% inches in width, fixed to the 
side boundary line and rising vertically to the net cord. Where 
this is in use on a court marked for doubles it shall be placed on 
the side boundary line of the doubles court irrespective of 
whether singles or doubles are being played. 

3. NET- The net shall be made of fine tanned cord of %, inch 
mesh. It shall be firmly stretched from post to post, and shall be 
2 feet 6 inches in depth. The top of the net shall be 5 feet in 
height from the floor at the center, and 5 feet 1 inch at the posts, 
and shall be edged with a 3 inch white tape doubled and sup
ported by a cord or cable run through the tape and strained over 
and flu sh with the top of the posts. 

4. SHUTTLE-A shuttle shall weigh from 73 to 85 grains, and 
shall have from 14 to 16 feather s fixed in a cork, 1 inch to 1 VB 
inches in diameter. The feathers shall be from 2% to 2%' inches 
in length from the tip to the top of the cork base. They shall have 
from 2l/s to 2]12 inches spread at the top and shall be firmly 
fastened with thread or other suitable material. 
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A DIAGRAM B 

In places where atmospheric conditions, due either to altitude 
or climate, make the standard shuttle unsuitable tbe specifica
tions in this Law may be modified subject to the approval of the 
National Organization concerned. 

A shuttle shall be deemed to be of correct pace if, when a player 
of average strength strikes it with a full underhand stroke from 
a spot immediately above one back boundary line in a line 
parallel to the side lines, and at an upward angle, it falls not le~s 
than 1 foot, and not more than 2 feet 6 inches, short of the other 
back boundary line. 

5. (a) PLAYERS-The word "Player" applies to all those 
taking part in a gam'e. 

(b) The game shall be played, in the case of the doubles game, 
by two players a side, and in the case of the singles game, by one 
player a side. ~ 

(c) The side for the time being having the right to serve shall 
be called the "In" side, and the opposing side shall be called the 
"Out" side. 

6. TOSS-Before commencing play the opposing sides shall toss, 
and the side winning the toss shall have the option of;-

(a) Serving first; or (b) Not serving first; (c) Choosing Ends. 
The side losing the toss shall then have choice of any alternative 
remaining. 
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7. (a) SCORING-The doubles and men 's singles game con
sists of 15 or 21 points, as may be arranged. Provided that in a 
game of 15 points, when the score is 13 all, the side which fir st 
reached 13 has the option of "setting" the game to 5, and that 
when the score is 14 all, the side which first reached 14 has the 
option of "setting" the game to 3. After a game has been "set" 
the score is call ed "love all," and the side which first scores 5 or 
3 points, according as the game has been "set" at 13 or 14 all, 
wins the game. In either case the claim to "set" th e game must be 
made before the next service is delivered after the score has 
reached 13 all or 14 all. Provided also that in a game of 21 points 
the same method of scoring be adopted, substituting 19 and 20 

, for 13 and 14. 

(b) The ladies' single game consists of 11 points. Provided that 
when the score is "9 all" the player who first reached 9 has the 
option of "setting" the game to 3, and when the score is " 10 all" 
the player who first reached 10 has the option of "setting" the 
game to 2. 
(c) A side rejecting the option of "setting" at the fir st oppor
tunity shall not be thereby debarred from "setting" if a second 
opport unity arises. 

(d) In handicap games "setting" is not permitted. 

8. The opposing sides shall contest the best of 3 games, unless 
otherwise agreed. The players shall change ends at the com
mencement of the second game and also of the third game (if 
any) . In the third game the players shall change ends when the 
leading score reaches:-

(a) 8 in a game of 15 points; 
(b ) 6 in a game of 11 points; 
(c) 11 in a game of 21 points; 

or, in handicap events, when one of the sides has scored half the 
total number of points required to win th e game (the next high· 
est number being taken in case of fractions). When it has been 
agreed to play only one game the players shall change ends as 
provided above for the third game. 

If, inadvertentl y, the players omit to change ends as provided in 
this Law at the score indicated, the ends shall be changed imme
diately the mistake is discovered, and the existing score shall 
stand. . 

9. (a) DOUBLES PLAY- It having been decided which side is 
to have the fi rst service, the player in the right-hand service· court 
of that side commences the game by serving to the player in the 
service·court diagonally opposite. If the latter player returns the 
shuttle before it touches the ground, it is to be r eturned by one of 
the "in" side, and then returned by one of the "out" side, and so 
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on, till a fault is made or the shuttle ceases to be "in play" (see 
paragraph (b) ). If a fault is made by the "in" side, the servers' 
hand is out, and as the side beginning a game has only one hand 
in its first innings (see Law 11), the player of the opposing side 
~n the right· hand service·court now becomes the server; but if the 
service is not returned, or the fault is made by the "out" side, the 
"in" side scores a point. The "in" side players then change from 
one service-court to the other, the service now being from the left
hand service-court to the player in the service-court diagonally 
opposite. So long as a side remains "in," service is delivered al
ternately from each service-court into the one diagonally oppo
site, the change being made by the "in" side when, and only 
when, a point is added to its score. 

(b) The first service of a side in each inning shall be made 
from the right-hand service-court. A "Service" is delivered as 
soon as the shuttle is struck by the server's racket. The shuttle is 
thereafter "in play" until it touches the ground, or until a fault or 
"let" occurs. After the service is delivered, the server and the 
player served to may take up any positions they choose on their 
side of the net, irrespective of any boundary lines. 

10. The player served to may alone receive the service, but should 
the shuttle touch, or be struck by, his partner the "In" side 
scores a point. No player may receive two consecutive services in 
the same game. 

11. The side beginning a game has only one hand in its first 
innings. In all subsequent innings each partner on each side has 
a hand, the partners serving consecutively. The side winning a 
game shall always serve first in the next game, but either of ',he 
winners may serve and either of the losers may receive the service. 

12. If a player serves out of turn, or from the wrong service-court 
(owing to a mistake as to the service-court from which service is 
at the time being in order) , and his side wins the rally, it shall be 
a "Let," provided that such "Let" be claimed or allowed before 
the next succeeding service is delivered. 

If a player standing in the wrong service-court takes the service, 
and his side wins the rally, it shell be a "Let," provided that such 
"Let" be claimed or allowed before the next succeeding service is 
delivered. 

Should a player inadvertently change sides when he should not 
do so and the mistake not be discovered until after the next 
succeeding service has been delivered, the mistake shall stand. 
Players shall continue in their changed positions and a "let" , 
cannot be claimed or allowed. 

13. SINGLES PLAY-In singles Laws 9 to 12 hold good except 
that:-
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(a) The players shall serve from and receive service in their 
respective right-hand service-courts only when the servers score 
is 0, or when he has scored an even number of points iri the 
game, the service being delivered from and received in their 
respective left-hand service-courts when the server has scored an 
odd number of points. 

(b) Both players shall change service-courts after each point has 
been scored. 

14. FAULTS- A fault made by a player of the side which is 
"in," puts the server out; if made by a player whose side is "out," 
it counts a point to the "In" side. 

It is a fault:-
(a) If in serving, the shuttle at the instant of being struck be 
higher than the server's waist, or if any part of the head of the 
racket, at the instant of striking the sbuttle, be higher than any 
part of the server's hand holding the racket. . 

(b) If, in serving, the shuttle falls into the wrong service-court, 
(i.e., into the one not diagonally opposite to the server), or falls 
short of the short service line, or beyond the long service line, or 
outside the side boundary lines of the service-court into which 
service is in order. 

(c) If the server's feet are not in the service·court from which 
service is at the time being in order, or if the feet of the player 
receiving the service are not in the service·court diagonally op
posite until the service is delivered. (See Law 16). 

(d) If before or during the delivery of the service any player 
makes preliminary feints or otherwise intentionally balks his 
opponent. . ~. 

(e) If, either in service or play, the shuttle falls outside the 
boundaries of the court, or passes through or under the net, or 
fails to pass the net, or touches the roof or side walls, or the per
son or dress of a player. (A shuttle falling on a line shall be 
deemed to have fallen in the court or service·court of which such 
line is a boundary). 

(f) If the shuttle "in play" be struck before it crosses to the 
striker's side of the net. (The striker may, however, follow the 
shuttle over the net with his racket in the course of his stroke) . 

(g) If, when the shuttle is "in play," a player touches the net 
or its supports with racket, person or dress. 

(h) If the shuttle be hit twice in succession by the same player, 
or be hit by a player and his partner successively, or if the 
shuttle be not distinctly hit or the base of the shuttle be hit 
by the frame, shaft or handle of the racket. (See Inter-
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pretation 2). (As amended June 29,1949). 
(i) If in playa player strikes the shuttle (unless he thereby 

makes a good return), or is struck by it, whether he is standing 
within or outside the boundaries of the court. 
(j) If a player obstructs an opponent. 
(k) If Law 16 be transgressed. 

15. GENERAL- The server may not serve till his opponent is 
ready, but the opponent shall be deemed to be ready if a return 
of the service be attempted. 

16. The server and the player served to must stand within the 
limits of their respective service·courts (as bounded by the short 
and long service, the central, and side lines), and some part of 
both feet of these players must remain in contact with the ground 
in a stationary position until the service is delivered. A foot on or 
touching a line in the case of either the server or the receiver 
shall be held to be outside his service·court. (See Law 14(c). 
The respective partners may take up any position, provided they 
do not unsight or otherwise obstruct an opponent. 

17. If, in service, the shuttle touches the net it is a "Let," pro· 
vided the service be otherwise good. If in the course of a rally 
the shuttle touches and passes over the net it does not invalidate 
the stroke. It is a good return if the shuttle having passed out· 
side either post drop on or within the boundary lines of the op· 
posite court. A "Let" may be given by the umpire for any un· 
foreseen or accidental hindrance. 

If, in service, the shuttle strikes the top of the net, and is then 
struck or touched by the player served to, it is assumed that the 
shuttle would have fallen into the proper service·court, and it is 
a "Let." 
If, in service, or during a rally, a shuttle, after passing over 
the net, is caught in or on the net, it is a "Let." When a "Let" 
occurs, the play since the last service shall not count and the 
player who served shall serve again. 

18. If the server, in attempting to serve, misses the shuttle, it is 
not a fault; but if the shuttle be touched by the racket, a 
service is thereby delivered. 

19. If, when in play, the shuttle strikes the net and remains sus· 
pended there, or strikes the net and falls towards the ground 
on the striker's side of the net, or hits the ground outside the 
court and an opponent then touches the net or shuttle with his 
racket or person, there is no penalty, as the shuttle is not then in 
play. 
20. If a player has a chance of striking the shuttle in a down· 
ward direction when quite near the net, his opponent must not 
put up his racket near the net on the chance of the shuttle reo 
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bounding from it. This is obstruction within the meaning of 
Law 14 (j). 
A player may, however, hold up his racket to protect his face 
from being hit if he does not thereby balk his opponent. 

21. It shall be the duty of the umpire to call "fault" or "let" 
should either occur, without appeal being made by the players, 
and to give his decision on any appeal regarding a point in dis
pute, if made before the next service; and also to appoint lines
men at his discretion. An umpire's decision shall be final, but 
he shall uphold the decision of a linesman. Where, however, a 
referee is appointed, an appeal shall lie to him from the decision 
of an umpire on question of law only. 

INTERPRETATIONS 

1. Any movement or action ' by the server that has the effect of 
breaking the continuity of service after the server and receiver 
have taken their positions to serve and to receive the service is a 
preliminary feint. (See Law 14(d) ) 

2. It is a fault under Law 14(h) :-

(a) If the shuttle be held on the racket during the execution of 
a stroke, i.e., if it be caught and slung instead of being distinctly 
hit, or . 

(b) If the shuttle be hit twice during the execution of a stroke. 
But it is not a fault (provided the stroke be otherwise legiti
mate) : 

(c) If the base and feathers of the shuttle be struck simul
taneously_ 

3. It is obstruction if a player invade an opponent's court with 
racket or person in any degree except as permitted in Law 14(f). 

(See Law 14(j) ) 
4. Where necessary on account of the structure of a building, 
the local Badminton Authority may, subject to the right of 
veto of its National Organization, make by-laws dealing with 
cases in which a shuttle touches an obstruction. 

REGULATIONS REGARDING EXHIBITION MATCHES 

EXHIBITION MATCHES- No ADMISSION CHARGE 

Such matches may be carried out at any time without authority, 
except for any Class A Association special ruling within its 
own jurisdiction, and amateurs may play with or against pro-
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fessionals without restriction, except that amateurs shall in no 
way receive money in excess of actual travelling and living 
expenses incurred. 

EXHIBITION MATCHES-ADMISSION CHARGE 

1. Between Amateurs Only 
Such matches may be authorized by th~ American Badminton 
Association Amateur Status Committee or its Sub· Committee 
duly appointed for the region involved when submitted and ap' 
proved by the Class A Badminton Association concerned under 
the following conditions: 

(a) When evidence is subinitted that the proposed match is 
definitely for tbe purpose of promoting badminton in an indivi· 
dual club, a district, or under exceptional circumstances, to raise 
funds for the transportation of players to sectional, national or 
international tournaments, or for charitable purposes. 

(b) When the proposed match is to be conducted under the 
auspices of the American Badminton Association, a Class A 
Association, an affiliated club or a recognized and reliable 
organization. 

(c) Providing the responsible organization shall, if requested by 
the authorizing authority, present to the Secretary of the 
American Association a duly audited financial statement show· 
ing receipts and disbursements. 

(d) Providing that all amateurs in these exhibitions receive in 
money or the equivalent, only their actual travelling and living 
expenses incurred. (See rules for amateur status, Sections 
l(g) and 2(e).) 

2. Between Amateurs and Professionals 
Such matches may be authorized by the American Badminton 
Association Amateur Status Committee or its Sub-Committee 
duly appointed for the region involved under the conditions of 
the preceding rulings (I-a, b, c, d). 

This shall also apply to matches in which both amateurs and 
professionals take part, but where the latter do not compete 
against the former. 

AMATEUR PLAYERS OF THE AMERICAN BADMINTON ASSOCIATION 
COMPETING IN EXHIBITION MATCHES IN FOIlEIGN COUNTRIES 

Players in the United States affiliated with the American Bad· 
minton Association may take part in exhibition matches in 
other countries under the provisions of the preceding rulings 
(excepting I-b, I-c). The above exhibitions shall have 
been duly approved by the governing body or by authority 
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duly delegated by that body, of the country or countries con
cerned. 

SANCTION FEE 

Any club or organization holding an exhibition as sanctioned 
under Sections 1 and 2 shall pay to the ABA a sanction fee of 
$2.00 except that when a professional receives payment for his 
or her services, the Sanction Fee then becomes $5.00. 

RESTRICTION OF E XPENDITURES 

Expenditures (excluding expenditures for prizes) in respect to 
such matches shall be restricted in nature and in the same 
manner, and to the same extent as provided by the regulations 
for the United States Championships. Other proposed expendi
tures, including players, seating and advertising expenses, must 
first be approved by the District and Class A Association. 

RULES FOR AMATEUR STANDING 
(Adopted April 2. 19481 

PREAMBLE-None hut amateurs shall be allowed to entc'r any match 
0:1" tournament l)iayoo under the au spices of this A ssociation, ex .. 
c ept such playas is express ly open to professionals. Rule 1 lists 
c ertain activities which ips o facto excJude any who engage in them 
from competition ns bm .. ateurs. Rule 2 lists certain "horderline" 
activi.tics which may jeopardize the amateur status of anyono 
engaging ill them wi.thout the consent '0'£ the Am~atc"r Status 
Committee. In cons idering cases unde,r Rule 2, the Amateur Status 
Committee and h s Suh-Comniillces shan consider carefully the 
attitude and conduct of the person involved. A warning lnay be 
i ssued in case s where the Committee feels that infractions have 
b een eommitted through ignorance or because of other extenuat
ing circums tances . 

GENERAL DEFINITIONS-An amateur badminton player is one who 
plays the game solely as a non-remunerative or- non-profit nNlkulg 
sport. A profcssio'llnl (badminton p~alyer) is onc who is paid 
dirc'c:tly or indirectly for playing, ongaging in, or teaching the 
game of badminton or any racket galne or who comlleles ill any 
racket game for a s take, or pursc, or for gate nloncy. 

1. Mandatory Forfeiture. A player will be cons idered to have 
forfeited his or her amateur s tatus by c011ll11ilting any of the 
following acts: 

(a) By entering a competition open only to professionlals . 

(b) By playing for a lnoney prize or gate receipts. 

(e) By playing, coaching, instructing, exhibiting, or demonstrating 
badminiton or a.ny racket game either orally or in writing as a 
m e ans of livelihood or for remuneration. (Physi.cal Educators whose 
work cO'Vers the Ivhole broad lieitl of physical education are exempt 
from I.his ru.le uule ss they are specifically employed to leach racket. 
game s.) 
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(d) By m.aintaming badminton facilitics or fa c ilities for ,my ga m e 
played with a racket a s a Ul.e,.UlS of livelihood. 

( 0) By obtaining or retaining lnembers hip in any badminton club 
b ecause of a.ny mutual unders tanding, exprcssed or implied, whereby 
s uch m.emb crship would b e off pecuniary benefit to the m c mb c r. 

(f) By selling, ple d g i.ng or otherwise con.vcrting into mon ey or 
what is COll1,ll1.only known as necessities such as food , ordinary 
clothing, etc., any prizo won in a badmin.ton match or t.ournamcnt. 

( g) By ,hccepting tn'()ney or g aining p ecuniary advantages from 
u s ing the goods of a manufacturcr, a gen.t, or m e rchant , or by per
mitting himsclf or herself to be advertised a s a u scr of s u c h goods.. 

(h) By r eceiving in Ill.o-.ney or the e quivalent an exccss above h is 
or her actual trave ling and living cxpenscs incurred when partici
l)ating in. either tournaments or exhilbition. Juatc hcs. 

(iJ) By permitting or s anctioning th e taking of badminton action 
pictures of himself or h e r self and r eceiving rClllun e ratio n ill con
n.eetion thercwith. 

2. FO(l"feiture discrctionary with Amateur Silatus Com.mi ttce. A 
player m ·a y be declare d inelig ible to c ompetc in tourll~tlncnts or 
matc hes playe d unde r the auspices of thi s Association or lnay be 
su s pcnded for a specific leng th of timo by eom.mitting an.y of the 
following acts except with the consent of the Am'tlteur StaLUs 
Committee: 

(a) By being connected with Ute sal e 0"1" rcpair of badminton 
goods and/ or conducting himsel f or h e r self in .1IIY way t.hat could 

:; ~e~u~:n~I:~:~ol~i~r o:s;o~rw:?~cl~n~~t~O b:dm~~!~~:~ced b ecause of his I 
(b) B y p ermitting or sanc tioning th e- u sc of his or h er name or ~ 
initial s on sporting good s, even. where no relnuneration e 1ther direct 
or in.direct i s involved, 'O r to advertise or prOIll.olo lhe s ales of 
such goods. 

(c) By llsing or <:::m c tiolling t)l e u so of his or h er titles or stalt e-
Inont of his or ]Ier reputation won 011 tho bad1l1inton courts in I 
connecti.on with books, n ewspapers, m.agazines or other written 
articles, lltotion pictures of hi1115e,1£ or herself, ]ectur(}s or radio 
ta.lks. for which he or she i s to reccive aJlY paymcnt or com ... 
p e n sation. 

(d) By currently reporting or writing for payor for a considcra
tioll any tounlallnent or ll),atch in. which ho or sh e participates as 
a cOlnpetitor. 

( e ) By playing in a tournamcnt, team or exhibition match where 
professionals play and whcre ga te receipts arc charged, unless 
pcrmission to hold s uch Inatch baiS b cen obtained in advance from 
tho Amateur Status Committce or from an authorized cOlllluitteo 
of LIto Class A A ssociation under th e jurisdiction of which s uch 
event is to take place. (See Rule 6 b e low.) 

(f) By failin g after reasonlablo notice to supply dl0 ABA with 
signed r eports of ex.ll c<n ses tr'eccirvcd or pruid for him or her~ to
gether with s uch additional inforlnalion. in co nnect ion. tJlcrewith 
as may b e rC(luired by the Amateur Status Oommittee or b y a 
committee appointed. for that purpose. 

(g) By being engaged in the sporting g oods bus iness and failing 
after reas onable notice to s upply th o ABA with s igned reports of 
his or her employment as required by the Amateur StOltus Com ... 
miuee or b y a committee appointed for that purpose. 
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(h) By being g uilty of unsportsmanlike c onduct. 

(i) By b e ing barred £rOlu amateur competition by any other 
sports govc·rll.ing body. 

(j) By deliberately participating in an exhibition or tournament 
that has not been duly authorized or sanctironed. 

3. Any p layer who has forfeited his (}r her an.ateur s tatus under 
Rule 1 luay upon submission of satisfa.ctory evidence o.f ahstine n ce 
from such ac tivities fo r a p e riod orf not l ess than fifty -two (52) 
consecu t ive week s, make application to the Am,atcur Status Com. 
mittee for re instatement . T h e Amateur Status Conunittee may · rein. 
state upon appJication as above, when evidence indicates sueh re
instatement i s m erit ed. There shall h e no presunt.ptivc r ight of su c h 
reinstatemen t. 

4. Any player who is d eclared ineligible under Rule 2 may be 
rein stl3lted by th e Amateur S tatus Committee on evidence s atis factory 
to it that reins tatement is m crited. 

5. A n ything herein to th e contrary notwithst.anding, no player 
who h las been a r ecognized professional through a calendar period 
of three yeraors or more Su b sClJu ent to April 5, 194,6, shall qualify 
for reinstate m e nt as an ainatcur. 

6. The Amateur S tatus Co mmittee should at its discr e tion author
me an appropriate co'mmittec' of each Class A Assro;ei{3Ition to act 
for it, subj ect to its r~gulations, . with respect to players who arc 
affi liat ed wi"1, an d rervents which arc to take place within the 
jurisdiction of, s uch Class A Associatiro.n. 

7. , A uthorized sub.c ommittees mus t report rto th e National Am ... 
ateur Committee ChairmaJl all action taken on cases they have 
investigat ed. The National Comm.itJtee must noti(y all sub-com.
mitte,.es of persons d eclJarred ineligible for amateur com.petition. 
The ruling of a.ny sllh.crollllmittee i s th erefo.rc the ruling of the 
Nation a l Commi ttee, subject to appeal only, and mus t be honored 

f..----- by all o.thcr sub-committees. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS COVERING THE ANNUAL ft 
CHAMPIONSHIPS TOURNAMENT OF THE AMERICAN Ii 

BADMINTON ASSOCIATION ~J 
1. The Annua l Championships shall b e held in the Spring of each year, at 
such pl ace a nd upon such dates as may b e approved by the Executive Com
mittee. 

2. Competition shall he restricted to amateurs, who are members of clubs 
which are members of the American Badminton Association in good stand~ 
ing, provided they arc citizens of the United States or aliens who have 
established r esi dence within the United States for a period of six years 
immediaLCly preceding th e Championships Tournament. 

3. ApPl ications from associations or memher cluhs in good standing desiring 
the alloca tion of the Champioryships Tournament mu st b e filed in writing with 
the Secretary-Treasu r er at leas t s ix ty days prior to the Annual Meeting next 
preceding the Tournament desired .. 
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4. The Annual Championships shall include the following nfficial 
eve nts : Ladies' Singles, Men's Singles, Ladies' Doubles, Men's Doubles, 
Mixed Doubles and Veteran's Doubles. S ubject to the approval of the 
Executive Co m.mittce. the organization holding the Champion shill !!o 
may e limin:lte any event. 

Players under 16 years of age will not be eligible to compet e in the National 
Champio n s:lips. The age limit for the Ve te ran's Doubles Event ha s been 
fixed at 40 years. The above age limita tions are effective as of the 
first day of the Annual Championships. 

5. The Grant System of play shall be u sed in conducting the A nnual Cham .. 
pionships. 

6. Any player winning or participating with another player in winning an 
official Annual Championship event will thereafter b e enti tl ed to wear the 
"Winner B lazer" of t he American Badminton Association. 

7. Each of the m embers of a team winning the Veteran's Doubles event at an 
Annual Championship s Tournament shall the reafter be entitled to . wear the 
"Veterans' Blazer" of the American Badminton Association. 

8. Provided the finances of the American Badminton Association permit. a nd 
subj eet to th e approval of the Executive Com mittee. each qualified title
holder, excep t the Veteran's Doubles titl e -h olders. shall be' entitled to receive 
an alllount equa l to railroad fare and Pullman lower berth or parlor car 
aecomodations from his or her temporary or permanent place of residence to 
the place where th e annual Champion ships are being h eld . and re turn . 

(a) In th e case of a doubles team, this ruling a pplies only when both mem
bers of a t ea m enter the Championships as a team. 

(b ) In 11 0 case shall th e amount received exceed the actual di sbursement by 
the titl e~ho l d er for transportation. 

(c) All players entitled to any al10wance sh all 11e n otified by th e Secretary~ 
Trea surer of the ABA of the approximate amount to be a llowed not l ess than 
thirty days preceeding the Championships. 

(d) Signed expense accounts for transportation must be submitted to the 
Executive Co mmittee for ratification of p aym ent. 

9_ A ny surplu s r esulting from the operation of th e Annual Champ ionshi p s 
T ournam ent shall b e di vided 250/0 to the club operating the Tournament. 25% 
to the CJass A Association sponsoring the Tournnment, a nd 50 0/0 to the Amer
ican Badminton Association. In the event that a Class A Associat ion should 
of itself operate a Tournament its participati on in the surplus shall he 50%. 

10. The associa tion or m ember club operating th e Championship s Tournament 
shall include the sum of seven hundred and fifty dollars ( 750), (or such 
other sum as the Executive Committee may designate). in the ir operating 
budget, which amount shaH be conside red as an ex p en se of Tournament opera~ 
tion and shall .be paid to the American Badminton Association for the primary 
p urpose of d efraying the expenses contemplated in Paragraph 8 hereof . 
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