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By Jake Curtis

CHRONICLE STAFY WRITER

Half of Sunday's “Miracle on Cotton”
| had its origins in Indonesia. a logical begin-
| mng for such badminton success stories.
| But the other half started at a YMCA in San
Franuﬂ‘(‘o T'enderioin Distnict, and it’s dif-
hicult to imagine a more unlikely venue to
spawn badminton stardom.

It was there — at the Golden Gate
YMCA — that Howard Rach began playing
badminton at age 5, two vears after his fam-
Ly moved to San Francisco from Vietnam.

Twenty-one vears later., Bach. 26
teamed with Tonv Gunawan, who had
moved to Southern California from Indo-
nesia three vears ago, to complete what was
probably the biggest upset in badminton
hustory, and one of the biggest upsets in all
sportss 1he Amencan team of Bach and
Gunawan won the International Badmin-
ton Federation World Championship dou-
bles title Sundav night before about

/.o screaming fans at the Arrowhead
Pond in Anaheim.

“It was surreal,” Bach said Monday. “]
still think I'm dreaming.”

Moaost could not have dreamed of such an
upset. The United States i1s nothing in bad-
minton. Never had an Amencan entry got-
ten past the round of 16 1n the world cham-
pionshups or the Olympics, badminton’s
two premier events. The Umited States |
pieased whenever its entrants quahfy for an
event.
Though Gunawan had won an Olympic
goid medal for badminton powerhouse In-
donesia m 2000, he and Bach were ranked
ast 1 3th for the world championships, with
their lofty goal ssmply to win 2 medal
Then, on successive mights, they beat teams
ranked No. B No. 1, No.4and No. 2
“It’s un behe-vable " Gunawan saad.
Badmunton folks are trving to relate just
hm unbelievable 1t s for an American
team to win a world title

“It's like Indonesia winning the world
| basketball championships,” Bach said
More often it 1s compared with the Unit-
. ed States upset of the Soviet Union en
route to the 1950 Olympic ice-hockey gold
| medal i the socalled “Miracle on lee”
. game. Because badminton is plaved on an
nndoor court covered by a cofton mat,
Amshadmmtfm win mught gain fame
as the “Miracle on Cotton.”
Like the Amenican hockey win, the run

by Bach and Gunawan was assisted greatly
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Howard Bach proudly displayed the flag to the fans chants of “U-S-A” after he and
Tony Gunawan won the world doubles title in Anaheim.

“It was just wild that night,” USA Bad-
munton Executive Director Dan Cloppas
said. “If it had been played in Jakarta (In-
donesia) or Beyjing, | don’t think it could
have happened.”

The Americans seemed spent when they
got behind their final-round opponents,
Candra Whay and Sigit Budiarto, in the
third and deaiding game. However, Bach
and Gunawan gained energy from the bois-
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terous crowd, which, hike it did in the 1980
Olympics, chanted “U-S-A, US-A.” walling

Bach and Gunawan to a 15-11, final-game
win.

Bach held his own playing the backcourt
position behind Gunawan and played a
role in getting the crowd involved by shout-
ng, jumping around and pumping his
arms. Dunng the quarterfinals and semifi-
nals, officials had to tell Bach to cool it a bit,

e e NG s o S T S - ARSI o Tt R0 SR AN S B3 ot il BTN it e =5

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2005

and by Monday, Bach had little voice
“It was breathtaking,” Bach said.
Seated among the riveted crowd Sunday
night were about a dozem members of 'f;
Bach’s immediate family, including his fa-
ther, Cam Sen, the instigator of Bach’s bad-
minton career

Cam Sen Bach had dreamed of repre
senting Vietnam in badminton at the |
Olympics before bringing his family to Sar |
Francisco in 1982. Two years later, he §
brought 5-year-old Howard to the Golder
Gate YMCA to take up badminton.

The young Bach spent the next 1] years
improving his badminton skills against for- =
midable opposition at the Y, which is with- ‘_';.
in a block of adult theaters, as well as the &
Hastings College of Law.

“1 remember when [ was 6 or 7, 1 was
beaten by an 80-year-old guy,” he said

At the age of 16, following his sopha
more year at Galileo High School, Bach |
moved to Colorado Springs to train at the §
US. Olympic site, finishing high school |
there. |

He and partner Kevin Han won a round &
in the 2004 Olympics, reaching the round &
of 16. He moved to Orange (Orange Coun-
ty) and was partnered with Gunawan, who ©
came to the US. to continue his education &
In computer sciences.

Though Gunawan has superstar fame in |
Indonesia — “It was like walking around *
with Shaq when [ was there with him last |
vear,” Cloppas said — not all Bach’s fellow
employees at the Home Depot know he
plays badminton (Bach works 20 hours a
week as a cashier and gets paid for 40 as

left.

Now, suddenly Bach and his sport have
anamemtmscountw

“We've gotten out of the backyard-bar-
becue syndrome,” Bach said.

He says he’s waiting for the call from Jay
Leno, and he and Cloppas are using the
publicity from Sunday’s win to promote
badminton in the United States.

“Will anybody be calling us back in 24
hours?” Cloppas said. “1 dont know. But
Wtregomgtorunwnththxswhﬂewecan.

unlikely to have his U.S. cmxemhrp n mne
Bach mught need another partner for the
next Olympics, but at least he should have
his voice back by then.

E. ma:l lake Curm
jcurtis@sfchronicle.com.




