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Catching Up With ... 

Joe Alston, Bad nton C n 

Asan agent 
he was involved 
in high-profile 

cases like 
those of D.B. 
Cooper and 

Patty Hearst. 

71955 

IIAT PICTURE," saysJocAl­

Mon, the onl), badminton 
champion cn~r fc;.uun.-d on the 

cover of SI. "really Chilllhrt'd Ill)' H(',- J\1~lon. 

now 72. was in his fourth y~ar as an agent 
\\;lh tJle FBI :md hadjll';;( won the U.S. Open 
singles lide ... , \\';IS tim.' to be lrnnsf('m'C:llo 
checking Sl'<.1.uit)' dcanuu.'CS when thr" cover 
c.mlC out: he says. -111C bo.',-,cs .so:ud, 'Maybe 
this isn't the tUlle to hn\l.~ )'ou doing under­
cover surveillance: A.. ... a result. I continued 
working in\,csugations-kidnappings, ex­

lonion~, bank robberies. nlll.hc h'OOli .. tuff­
the ~t of my 30 years In tht: Bureau. 

Alston, who gJ'C\\ up 1Il s..'Ul Diego, mCI his 
bride-lo-be. I.ois Snn.,<Ucy, on a b.1dminlon 
coun !)honly after getting out of the mer­
chant marine in 1947. Thl,)' were married in 
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'S I,j\l3t after joe had won 
his lirsl national"'In~II'''' 
title and joinl-d the FBI. 
j . Edg:lr lloover thought 
ha\"in~ an agent \\;nning 
chmnrion!>hi~ \\1l3 b'OOC.l 
p.r., so Alston was allowed 
III take several weeks of 
leave l'ilth y(.'ar to tran'l 
to toumamenl.!t. 

'lbp·lcH.'1 badminton IS 

to the game we play :11 
family picnics what the 
\.IRA is to II -(Ht-S-E in 
thc drin.'way. Alston WOIl 
the World Im'itational 
!>Ingles in Scotland III 

1956 and in 'S7 1x.'(.'ame the only Amcrican to win the al1 -En~);lOd douhk~ lIIll' · leal11in~ 
with panner johnny I leah of ;\1alaya, Ill' was No.1 in the U,S. a record 2.8Iiml'S in singles, 
doubl~ and mi..xoo doubles. and he won two L.S, Open mixed tilk'S \\llh LOI~, who mnked 
as high a..o;; f'o, 3 in the world in women's singles, Eight times he rcpn."i<.'I1100 lhe L.S, inlhe 
triennial 1'101I13S Cup team competition, and he captained the American squad in '78-79, 

From 1967 through 'SO Abton \\1\S the FBI's major case coordinator in I.osAngclcs,o\'t'r­
seeing such high-profile ('\lSCS as lho~ of D,B, Cooper and Patty IleaN. "Whcn I TClin:d 
from the Bureau in 1981, there weren't many peoplc ,vith as much experiellcc as I had in­
\'csligating kidnappmg and cxtortion cases," he says. MSO it Iccllo a pcrfl."C1 job as a ronsul­
tant with a pri";.Ite linn in ije\'crly I fills . Itm\,clccl allover tile world for the nc)'{ 10 yenn.," 

II ip rcplnccOlCnts in 1982 and '86 cndl'CI AI!>ton's badminton can.ocr, but hc Mill Ch(.'CTS 
on Lois in senior cvents, They pia)" golf a couple of times a week near their house in 
Solana Beach, Calif., and ha\'c two sons: Nick, 41 , a commercial-mortgage banker, and 
Tony. 37, an FBI special agent and 1110mas Cup veteran, ME\el")' rnomlllg I think, God, I'm 
lucky,M say ... }\J ston. - rhe Bureau liked me playing badminton, and my wife lo\'ed to play, 
too. I ha\'en't gOl a rompl:lint mlhe world." - &IrT) U)'1,'(' 
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