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TheM rof 
Miller Place High has never lost a scholastic mat ch-that's right. never ' by Jim Harmon 

\V1N NU lUl::R 358 resembled many 01 the 
prc\iou~ J57 victories by the Miller Place 
( .Y.) High bmlmmton team. On April:! 
lhe Pan ther..:; won all 13 o;inglc.s nnd duuhh! .. 
malchc.-'i ag. .. inst vi"iiting Patchogue-Medford 
High. That':.. hO\\ Miller Place bC<lt\ mu!!1 
of ils opponent-. 111 Suffolk ("ounty. on 
Long ) .. Iand. TIle '0 . I 00) . . ~inglc.., match 
\\ <I!! typic'll: 18-year-old Patchogut: ... enlor 
Mike Knauer got ,I :!()-IllIll UIC I c~son 111 

the Ihru\t and p<trry of higJH;:tlibcr bad
minton from 15·\,car-llld ~Iillcr Place 

• 
~opholllorc RIChlc Kano\\\ky. 

Kanow\ky. 5' 3~ ~md 110 puumJ .. , "'port" 
a wedge haircut and walks \\n h nilltudc. but 
he wa\ careful nOI 10 appC<lf 10 be loying 
\\ilh Knauer. li e moved the hirdie and hi.., 
6-foot. 202-pound oplXlIlcnl around Ihe 
court , fei.ltht.:ring drop !'!hOh jU"'t beyond 
Knauer's lunging rt.:ach. firing 100 mph 
o\t.:rhcad :-.m;:lshc~ pa~1 Knauer and. <tfter 
MJI1lC of Iht.:ir rallit.: .... It.:i.I\ ing the oldt.:r hoy 
shaking his head 111 amazemr.!nl and fru",· 
Ir;:tlion . " Yes! I got the "crve!" Kn:.luer 
gn}\\k:d \\ hen une of hi ... "hOh finally hil tht.: 
floor on Kanow:-.ky\ side of the nel. 

Kanuw!'Iky \\on tht.: be!'!t-of-threc match 
15- 2. 15- 1. On the la'-l plllni ht.: "'t.:n l 
Knauer .. pra\\ ling onto Ihe floor. where 

Senior McNamara (left) is the 
team's old pro, while sophomore 
Kanowsky (above) is its prodigy. 

he lay fucedo\\ n for a fe\\ '>Ccond" before 
picking hilll\Clf up and ,haking Kanowsky's 
hand. "The kid '!,! good." Knauer !),ud. !'Ill
ing Kunu\\..,ky up agam. "You don 't gel 
anythi ng past hml. H e\' only IS'!" 

" I ju~t try 10 keep the rallie:, going .. " 
.. aid Kanow .. ky dl)'I) , IakJllg another look 
al Knauer. " lI c '" only IR?" 

"Therc' nOI a 101 of drama 10 these 
evcnt~. " Mlid Miller Plncc' ", diminuthc 
coach, 51-ycar-old Pat McCarrick. re:,plcn
dent in a red s,"'cat ~ui l with a stitched 
",hUll lccuck un Ihe back. 

" It's ,I learning experience every limc \\C 
play them:' !)aid Pa tchogue coach Terri 
Green. who:,c pl.lycr" h.lve yet to win one 
individual malch again!'t Miller Place in her 

three ~a~n~ ;L"l'Oach. "nlelr 
experience I ... O\er\\lht.:lming.·· 

So I!'! :-'lillcr Place .... rt.:curd . 
A ... of May 3 Ihl.! Pallthcf'l had 
won 365 COIl'\Ccullvc matches 
.. ince McCurick fielded Ihe 
,claHlr ... fi r .. 1 \;H'IIY lealll 
(Ihen ju,t f{lr girl .. ) :n year, 
ago. It .... the 10ngc!'!t-knowll 
winning ..,trerlk in the 11I .. lOry 
of U.S. profe .... ioll<.tl. colle
gialc or !lChola!'!tic .. purh . 

Iligh .. chool var'<ilty had
minIOn i ... n' t wide .. pre<.td in 
Ihe U.S.: it'!'! played in on I) 
.. even .. Ill Ie, h) ... ome 3S0 
-,chool ... nle Nutiumtl Feder
a tion of Slate Iligh School 
A" .. ociation, doe,n 't cven 
wri te rule .. fur the "I}()rt or 
Ii .. t It III II~ n .. .'cord hook. hiler 
l' lace\ 'ucce .... i, Ihal (If a big 
li ... h in a ... mall <.tlld 'hrinking 
pond. The Palllher .. · "hed
ule i,lilni lcd to Ihe .... ~ other 
high ...chool hadnllnlon 1~i.lIllS 
III Suffolk Coullty: .1 few ye<ln. 
ugo. hefon! lucul budget .. \\ere 
cu t, there were more than .. 
duzen. r..ldler Place ha, \\on 
every count)' champlon,lup 

since the firtt one, in 1975. 
nfortunately. Ih~II ' !,! a, far a!) the Pan

ther\ can go. There arc 3U high ,chool 
team!'! in neighhoring :h~;]U County, but 
Miller Place ha"n 't played any of them 
<;ince the last all - Long 1 ... land champi
unship, 111 19XJ. There '~ no ew York 
State champlonslllJ'. ei ther, bcc:nhe there 
::Irc nUl enough <;<:hool .. reprc\cl1Ied <lCTO\. ... 

::tix orlhe II , late ~clioll~ 10 "ati,fy thc rc
quirel1lcnl~ fur .. taglllg a tournament. 

So Miller Place <.,Iep" lip to better COIll 

pctit ion by sending a club tcam to COil

tcst~ around the country und (0 the Yonc\; 
U.S. Junior Nal1onallJadminton Champi
onship!'o cach spring. Since 1978 the Pan
Iher", have \\on 116 guld medals in n .. -
tional age-group (jingle .. and douhles . 
DUring Ihe la~t !'Iix year ... the Miller Place 
club team h<l!'! h:'ld thl! help uf 1\\0 world
cla .. s coache .... "r'it. Jian Litl of China and, 



•• dmlnton 

010'\1 rl.!cemly. SIC\C Butler of England. 
\ lcCarrick ... tarled pb)lI1g badJnmlOn 

a" .. 1 ph~ .. ic .. l1 educallon majur .1t Syr;,tcu .. c 
lJnt\,cr .. II}. lrom \~llIch ... he graduilted In 

1%6. She tlx)k to thl.! g.IRle qUIckly and be· 
caml.! one oflhc top-mnked \\omen in the 
COUIlII'}' . When .. Ilc arnn:d ilt \lLller Placc 
a\ i.l phy .. -eu le.Khcr 11\ 19:0. ~Ic .urick 
;,tllll then athletiC (lircctor I)on I'r .. 11l10 

agrecd Ihal junior lugh ilnu high ">('hool 
... Iudl!nh \\()Uld SCI nmrl! nul nl lhl!lr ID nl 

cI .. t., ... e .. if Ihc) cunccntrated on llnc .,pon 
each .,erne.,ter rhe\ al'l(.) tll.!.l'l!cd that b~\d-. -
mlllton "it .. n guod ... pmt I() "Iart \\lIh. 

McCarrick (with raCket) started 
the program. and the streak. when 
Richard Nixon was president. 

'IIlCC the ha'iic .. kllle;; II require, <Ire cae;;) to 
learn . ror 26 year., c\cr) .. c\Cnlh·gradcr <II 

hiler PIi.lcc ha .. plil)ed iI halfyc:lr 01 had
mllltun III gym cia ..... 

\ lcCurick fOllnd Ihat 10 CllIllPCtt! in 
tourn'Ullen'" .. hI! needed morc Illlle to pia} 
and betler player .. to tnlln \\lIh .... u ... he 
.. Iarted an .lller-\Chuol duh. 1Il\lltng allY one 
IIllcre .. ted III the game- -JUIlIOf lugh .,tu
dent .... high ... choul .. \Udell"'. \ar"!llt) leam 
mcmher .. ;lnd c\cn thclr Jlarcnl'r-Io play 
in Ihe e\cnmg!'. . She .. enl thc tllder kid., 
to pia) e\hlbllion .. for dCRlel1l<lf) \Chlx)1 
cI<1 ..... e .... Ind helure lung thcrc \\cre 75 
peoplc h'llting hirdie, ilround the g) III 

I.!ach night " Yuu 'u hll 10 .. Cf\e, ur pl .l), a 
g;IIllC to fi\!,,\ thcn go tll the hack of the lim: 
and \\ all for 1() nlIllUICS." \<.t) ... ~llIor 0<1\\ n 
~Ic .. tmara. I~. \\ho h" ... pl.lyed on the 
\I iller Plat\! \<INt) ,ince the !.C\enth grade 
and 1\ no\\ the P;'lIllhcf'\,' ~o. I Sirb-' .,mglc!. 
player and it t\\(l-tlnle n .. lllul1:l1 double., 
champltm. " I thmk I "PC1ll more lime 111 hne 
than I did playmg. But C\cr)txxty lo\cd il. " 

(>"IcCarrick \\011 Ihree 35-.lIld-O\cr na
Ilona I .. 'ilnglc'i mle'i. hut in 1t}l)().l"lo\\cd hy 
a had back. ~he ~tuppcd nainillg. Not lung 
ahcf\\ard .. he heard thllt Lill. \\ho \\u\ 

coachmg the Sri I,ankan nalilJllal team. 
\\a.., 100kll1g for aJob III the U.S. ~1cC.Jrrick 
hired him to help coach the club and Mart-

I 1983 

cd chargmg heftier due' tu pay hlhl a 
~;:liaf\ . When Llu left III 1994 10 coach III 

• 
Chicago. the ~ l lIlcr Placc cluh hlrcd But-
ler. 32. "ho had been ;1 memilcr of thl! 
Bntlsh nallonalleam for 12 vear ... 

• 
Butler and (>"IcC:Jrrick look 2X player'\ to 

Ihi'i year ... Junior national'i. \\ hich \"'ere 
held April 4-7 at the Gl!orgia Statc UIlI
\cr!llly Sport ... Aren<l III ,,\Ilanla. 'lIte of the 
UpCUllllllg OlympiC badminton cumpeti
tion. It \\,c-.lhe fifth nalionallOLIrnamt!nt for 
Kano\\.,ky. "hu \\un iI gold Ill!.!dal in the 
under-14 mixed (Iouhle ... IwO y'eaf'\, ago '\ IIh 
leamllliite Ali'-On BTl)\\ fl, "nil" }ear he wa .. 
.,ecded third In the under-ttl hoy'i' .,mgle.,. 
Fuur d .. y~ after hi .. romp mcr Kn.llIer he 
round hlln ... cll 'Iitrlng acro ... , tht! Gcurglil 
Statc net at .1 I .. nullar fI\ "I. \Ccond-l,Ccdcd 
TreHlr Laluf Du\c.:r. I .......... in a "l!lllifinal 

match. KanO\\'1k\ had bcatc.:n L"II a monlh • 
earlier in the Nc\\ England Junlllr Open 
lournament. In Allanta they !'!pht the liN 
h\O g.lI11e .... but. unable III lind hi., rhythm. 
KanO\\sk) fell betund quickly III the third 
and 1000t to Lal 15 , ... , beat 11l)')Clf." hc ...aid 
aftcf\\iUd. '" g;J\C 111m a 101 01 c.t"y .,hllh. 

I g,nc him a 101 of polllh." 
O\'erall. it \\ a., a .,uece .... lul thuugh le~

than-.. telhlr Junior natlOlwl .. lor ~1i11t;r 
Place. "hlch \\on a <i,lIlgle gold medill 
cightlc\\er th"l11 la~l ye<.lr-und I:! "Ihc.:r.,. 
(rhcir ard\fl\i.ll. the club Irom ~1anhaltlln 
Beach. Calif.. WUIl 1J gold ... ilnd two \II\-Cri.) 

Kanuw')kl' fim.,hed -.ccond III Ihe under~ 16 
buy')' tloubk ... \\lIh p.trtner Ken ('Iaflie. 

and \\on n 'il!cond .. iher meclal in 
fluxed double.,. \\llh Bro\\'n. 

The. P.ulIhl.!r ... · ... wr \\,1\ IX-Yl!ar· 
old Katie Malonc.:).the cluh's,',"
ningc ... 1 plit)'er III n"lllm;lJo, com ~ 

pelilion. I.llnney i .. an all-county 
.,cHer for thl! Miller Place girl.,' 
\ollcyball leiml. ;,tlld III a \'olley· 
hall game eight cia} ... hdMC the 
Junior national ..... he had .. c\crd) 
.. pramcd hl.!r fight 'lIlj,de. With the 
ankle iced. Inped and 'iuppurled b} 
an air ca~t. .. he out\\ Illed JI .. Il u of 
Palo Alto. Clhl .. 11-7 ami II -H. to 
win the under-IS girl.,' "'Ingle.,. her 
111h nationallLtlc in "I\; )C'lfS. 

,,' gucs~ II I'd Ju .. 1 .. tud. to had
minton. lhi .. \\(mld·H.! been e;I"'lcr:' 
t-. laloney ~lid. maklllg II de,tr Ihm 
'ihe \\.1... ... happier to ha\1! dunc It the 
hard way. '·Holle ... II)'. p1<i}lng lor 
thc high '£hoolll!am gel., aiel \\hen 
you\c bcen killing your upponent ... 

15 ~incc eighlh grade." 
i DC!lpltc Ihelr nne-"Idedne ... ~. the 
§ !'.mther ... · high 'tChuul m"lt;hc~ ;tre 
a hardl) grim ,tff .. llr." OppO'iIll£ 

coaches and pl.t)er ... hJ\e.lcarned 
10 find the fun in ccrl;lIn .. nd \\\1 It dele.lt . 
Commack I ligh. \l iller Place'e;; 250th \IC

lim. sho\\cd up for the m<ttch \\canng 
T-... hlrt\ that '::tid 25() nn the front and 
\ltLl.fR \\ 1I0'! on Ihc h;tek And at ... omc 
point 111 almn.,t c..'\'cry match ther\!', a tri 
umph.lIlt ,houl of'" !!Cured it point!" 

Barring ... av. it team\\ide flu attack, Ihe - . 
P.lIllher ... • wlllnlllg ..,treak \\111 continue. 
though it will tlu 'l{l \\UhOlil Butler. After 
lhc Junior nal lonal .... he told t-.IcCtrrick 
Ihat he had accepted Ihe pmltlon of hc"ld 
cuach of thc U .S. naliOlwl leam . That 
mean .. \1cC'arrick Will be looklllg for a re
placemenl. She'll t"On ... idcr all"pplit,.IItI\. but 
only big \\ IIlncr~ need apply. _ 

)m, Harmon . (J freda"c~ 'Monll'r from I_DlW IJMch . 

\ )' . IS striCfh' (J back)'flrd bmlmUlto,. plon',-
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