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BADMINTON 

III II \nMI~ to'l IIIIU) . ... \/10 

c hl ' l\c hea" th .tl c,lIlI\ol 
!\\ cc t, hmld a Il C" or lay an 
egg. But II ', capa hlc of Oylllg 

il l ,peed, of up 10 200 mph. wluch 
'<I n ma~c It , ... tllilieul! to "ght a ... a 
n:d -I limpe d gree n \\ 1)\ Idpcclo.c r. 

F(J r h ;df a (C nIUr) . , t ;lrting 

10 11)35. I lugh I-urg ie cha'-Cd Ihl: 

ft.:ill hc n.:d .. hullkct)ck In the lur 
cmna ... uf the glulx: . I II.: ... wU .. cd 

il on parque t. on dirt. Oil icc
c.; .. pcCliJlly on icc. ~I:td. J:t\\cd It.:c 
('<tpade, audll.: ncc .. ll' .. cd 10 \\ ~Hch 

l or!;;c h;m lle aJl) elide ;1 1>;1£1"1111' 

tnn nel on .. "'ale"'. playing 0lle- m i ll1 

matchc ..... , ' d it.! for haumin Ion \\ hal 
the Ilarkm Gluhclrtlltc('o, llld 1m 
ha,I-a!lhall:' I mgil: , ay ... In faci. fur 
a \\ hilc he \\;\, the G lohetrotter"; 
h" lflimc ... hm\ . 

Forgie ,\ NO n()\\ . " " 01 .I III .. h man 
.. 1'Knlt 5' 6" ' :111. he lI\ c, in:t lidy lil 

tic contlo in l30ylltull Beilch. I la . 
l ie \\ca r, a \\hite );'Ichtillg cap 
around 111, apartml.! nt :lI1d mec.l i

tall.!' 011 hi' h rillia nt ca rl.!l.! r. 
" J ack De mp-.cy told mc I hmlthl.! 

lim.:'t cye til ' pori '." he ,:.t),. ab-

Stalki the 
III 50 years oJtraveling the Ulo rld, /-Iugh F01gie 

, 

IIe/JI his eye 011 the birdie I by FRANZ LlOZ 

pc rrormance hdore King (ienrge 
and Quee n Fli/ilhelh. Forgie cve n 
Ma rred In 1\"0 badmint on ne\"!'>· 
reeh. I' ~\'",g !-emhen .lIltl Vol/(') 
O(JP'! Furg le pa ...... ed Ihe time he· 
forc c ach ~how hy playing hadmin
ton ror mo ncy. li e bcc:lmc \\-orld 
pro champ in 1941 am.ldltln ·tlll'c:1 
match for anothe r t I ycar .... But the 
CliO of World War I I mar)..ed the 
cnd ur big' limc badminton . "'111C 

hall ... \\c had re nt cd for 500 a 

month ,,-ere nm ' getting I.IXM J a 
night rur ha'l )..e lhall ," he -':1)'. 

So ForgIe decided W PUI hl~ ;JCf 
nn icc. li e left David ... on and 
tCilmcd up \\ it h ;1 protege. St ig l ,ar
-.on. The 1\\0 hec:IIne m()de~tl) 

ramuu ... , rattl ing arounc.l thc CUUIl ' 

Iry wilh Ihe Icc ('arade\. LaN)Il 
\H)u ld ha:.h th e hirdic acro" ... thc 
lIe t tu pr;.lcticall) e,-ery place For
gie w" ... n·!. Ye t Furgie ;11\\<lY'" man
:Igcd 10 run it dm\ n. '1umc llmc .. 
hx)l..ing the o th t.! r \\01 )' "hen he fl: -

~ turnel! il. M>melimc') ,I..at ing away 
': from the nc t \() ..,\\at thro ugh-the, 
: leg' rore hand... or douhle- Ia !..e 
• 
~ 

h;lckhands. In Ihe act 's rrcnlicd cli

On skates Forgie could return all shots-;inc:luding his own. 
M.: nll) ... n:.tpplng a ' PI,k.ln Vouh hi, 
thumh.,;!!1 a nd makm,!; II ring. " I::d 
Sullivan had me UI1 h i ... , how fi\c 
lime'. I pla)'ed th c Mo ulin H.uuge in 
IJan .... th e S:I\{)' I In lei III Lo ndon. the 
Burghe...c Gartlen ... in Rome. I play!!d 
'I'd J\\I\ and lurlll. C'h.lrlte C h<lplll1 
caught my ,1I.:t III SVoil/crlanu a nd 1.lUghed 
"-, hard he cried ." Forgie· ... race i, bur
nl"hed and \H:illhe red like it piece ur old 
iHlI) . Ye t hi ... , Ie;,d) I.!)C and tig ht mo uth 
arc lIluch Ih e \\a)' Ihi,!) \\ e r!! \\hell Ih i,! 
young I lugh Fo rg ie \\ ure a hoho g": lup 

~lCc'.I'\lm:.t lly for hI' 'ICl. 

rna).. Forgie played ami re turned 
hi .., u\\11 'hUh a .. he ... peed ... bted 
arou nd and arou nd Ihe ne t. 

In 19:\4. at 22. he Ila ... h!!d 0111 or Brant
to rtl . Olll.- Ihe h()l1Ie lOVoI1 o t Wa) lle 
Grellk) a nd h l.! aded ror Mad l ... un 
Squa n.: Gardc n .. , a Idt \\lIng ror a ('ann
dlall alllatl.!ur all-, t,lI' hvd.l.!) 11: .. 1111 . l ie 

"'I'lyed in Manhatta l1 hut 11111 in hockey. 
roo ... mall rur the N III_ he made a living 
hy !!I\ IIlg badm in lon Ic .... ,()!l .... 

Uadmi nton \~a ... h,xHlling 111 Ihe '30\. 
I-urgle became ;, pm III '35 anti began 

barn'tormlllg around the country. chal
le ng ing all come r~. When he r\!turnel.l 10 

M:mhallan ill 19:1X, I' urgie leamed wilh 
Unt, ..,h tncl.. -'hul an,...t Ken I);t\,d-.clll ior 
.,n exhib ition at Ihc Ru\:y Theatc r. David
\l..l\l" p101cem ..:nh uf the , huUlecl)ck ..... CH! 

\() amal ,ng ;md I-mgic', recovc rie .. \1..' 
' I>cll hmdmg that the t" o \, c re later 
"'Ignl.!d fur a tour of l:nglaml. Scolland 
and Ireland. J\ ]S-\\Ieck run al lhe Palladi
~1I11 in 1.0ndol1 Clllnun:lled n1 a command 

By 11)51) Forg ie had decided It wa'l ilme 
to tf)' uut ;1 new act. Il c e nli ... tcd Shirle) 
M;:lr ic Ma n ... \\ hu taught h'ldmint ol1 at 
Wcllc ... lc)' (M ...... '.) Collegl.:. to uct it:. a fUll 
ror hi ... comic a ntic. .... and thc)' Inured Ihe 
cou nt ry toget he r. In Iheir a CI Man .. 
played Ihe ... tr.ught m .1I1 10 Forgie'., bum· 
hhng hig-game hunl l.! r. \\ho turned ou t to 

he a much he ll e r hadmll1tnn playe r than 
M,IIl"'" charactc r hml anticlpaled. 

Fnrgi\! "'\ ~)P1')\!d pe rformmg m 19K5 . • 1\ 

73. ' 'f'1I he t no l om: pc rce nt uf m) aud, 
cnce, um.le r ... toml hadm inton. lIluch !I.: .... ... 
hadminton un icc." he 1amenl ... I lc · ...... i-
le nt ror :1 ' pace and the n add,. ,, ' re ally 
had Ih\! gamc dUVoI1 co ld ." • 
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