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B ADMINTON Dan Levin 

What kind of racket • this? /s 
Swatting shuttlecocks may not be the toughest of sporting pastimes, 

but It was superb conditioning that carr ied two Texans to their titles 

I\. n odd g.IIllC, the b~ldlllinton "c 
J-\ pla)ed .tS ki(h, a game ofm:lddemng 
and ~ubtle ~harm~: the ~ti~f) Ins ping 
of a rarc good ~hot \ibrating Ihrough 
I hc lillie rad .. el, I hen I he bird rising ~ l O\~

I) III :t lugh, IcmpllOg are, alld \\ lufT, 
\\hcre did 11 go',' SomehO\\ il h:ld a \\3) 

of d)lng III fli ght. of plummelmg \0 

Ihe lump) 101"0 ;I~ if .. hot, \\Iulc thc pla)
er \\cnt crashmg IntO the ncl. Outdoor;;, 
\\lIh the feather) bird III the brccJ'e, pla)
mg hadmllllon \\a., like tr) Ing 10 :.pc3r 
hullerflle ... \\lIh a .,;II;ld fork , "one of 
u .. ever lx.'(.'amc rCillI) good pla)er ... 

T herc ;Irc pliunl) a number of them 
in Ihi~ ~Ollnlry in 1971. T\\o \\ccls ago, 

for e\ample, The HouslOn Badminton 
TOUrn;1Il1cnt \\iI ... ;111 all-I()(rpalhd nmnc 
for \\h.1I \\cnt on in the Fondc R(.."('

rc.uion CCl11cr. The competition, dra" 
IIlg primaril) from the Soulh\\e.,l. may 
not ha\e been \\orld cia.,.,. hut the p'a) 
bore hllie rescmbl ... nce 10 the hm:l-I;l\\n 
\.lriCI) and the ~lIrround ln g.., "ould t:er
t.tinl) ha'c been :\ rC\cliitlon to the 
g:lme'~ outdoor practitioner .... Pia) at 
Il oll~lon's indoor b;tdmintoneourt .. had 
h,lrdly begun \\hen a pla)er e;neered ;:111(\ 

gc.,lurcd to\\ard the <:CIllO£;. li b. blrd~ 

\\ ere n I ppilly 0' cr 0 11 high ~n C". he com
plained. so the) turned the air condl
II0ncr from 10\\ to ofT. \\hich indlrectl) 

said il nil about Ihe oUldoor game f,,
nulmr to most Amcricans. Indoor court" 
cost money. though. and the shorlnge 
of such fdcilities has stuck the sport in 
this country \\lIh an un"anted repuw
lion for being s tric ti) bacl)ard. "Six 
hundred millionaires in lI oue;ton. and 
not one of them a badminton pla)er," 
a "hite-halred elllranl compl:lllled. 

1 he Ill"n \\as tOurnament chillnn,,". 
:Ind hi., \lame \\;te; Sheldon (S;lIldy) t\k
Intosh. li e had a roe;) Colond S;lluJer-:, 
f.tcc. \\ a .. entered in dOllblc~ Io.'ompctit ion 
and. "k i~sing 70:' :te; he put it. "as thc 
oldc ... t tournament pla)cr III thc COllntr)'. 
li e lcpl "') Illg thlllY:,> Ille, " I'coplc ill
\\:1)" thought badnunton \\,,;; a sis,» 
game, but il'~ tougher th,lIl tcnOl.,. \Vc'\I! 
got no lime to rcrupcr.He ;tfter .1 ,hoI." 
And thlnkmgof It. one realizc", that b ... d
minton i~ thc onl) ra,,:let .. port In "hieh 
the ball lor bird) doe<; not bounce he
t"CCIl ~ troke.,. Mclmo",h olfcred mher 
morc pcr .. onal Ul) i gIH~: "Whcn Ill) timc 
comes it'll COIllC:' he 'aid, .. It may be 
III bed o r It 111;1) be on the court:' H I~ 

The Magnavox guide to buying 
Confused about which stereo components to buy? Relax . You 're not alone, 

Our advice is to listen to the technical talk, check the price-but basically 
be guided by your ea r. Especially when you hear the sound of Magnavox, .. 

Great Sound: Four-speed Micro changer 
with two 6" high-efficiency speakers, Space-saving, 
with great performance at a low price. 
(Even a compact, economy model sounds great when 
it 's a Magnavox!) MODEL 9280, opllonal8760 speakers 

I 

Greater Sound: AM/ FM stereo radio. 
Deluxe Micromatic changer with damped cueing device, 
two 6" and two 3 Y2" high-compliance, air-suspension 
speakers which deliver as much sound quality as speakers 
twice as large! MODEL 9292 



time, it appear'. ha'i thrcalened to come 
pretty frequenll) . In 19::!9 a thug put a 
.)8 .,Iug through hi') bac.hnlTlton ,houlder. 
Thirteen )ear'i later he broke: his back. 
In 1957 a hor-.c fell on him and frae· 
tured hi'l .,houlder in Ihree pklee'i the 
badminton .,houlder ;,\g.3m. T ..... o )car~ 

la Icr a red. Ie ... , dr!\ er "rllek hl'l car. f rae· 
turing hi ...... kull and hreal..lnl,l half hi ... 
rib'i: he 'Ilent I::! da)'i lIncon')ciou .... )0 
more 111 bed . Then. ,Ix month\ ago, f\, lc· 
I nlo~h fell a lemble p:lln 111 hi') hack . 
lie I..nc\\ It \\01\ a heart attack, bul he 
\\ou ldn ' l 'II do\\n . "~ I ) philo,oph):' 
he 'ia) 'I. "i ... 10 figh l He the dc\ Ii:' lie 
didn't bother .,,:ell1 £, a dOClOr. and nc\t 
du) he \\eOl to the g)m. Imd a \\orl..out 
and another attack . Slill no dOClOr. A 
fe\\ dn), Il;l""ed. thcll "pain c\er)· 
\\ here," he rc..'Calb, \0 he took ;1 gla\\ 
o f brand~ and fell fine . \\ccl.. lal er. 
though. on ~ I olher\ Da). \\I\h hi') 
fourlh coronar) III thru: \\c..-cl..\. he g:l\e 
III and 'I)ent .. 0 hour.. 111 an o\)gcn 
lent. 0\\, 111 NO\C'mller, he \\<1" 011 
the court ag;llI1 . Badllllll!on p)a)er\ 

arc touFh. it -.ccm'i. lil..e their "porI. 
A 1101 her douhk'i cnlr) ;1 I Il ou'!>ton \\ a~ 

Donald Kerr of Nc\\ Orlean ... at 59 a 
long \\a) from being the eountr) 's old
e" badminlon pla)er. bU I certumly the 
onl) one \\ ilh a \\ OOdell ICJ:: . Kerr i ... di· 
rector of The National In"lltute of Am· 
pulee RehahlllHition . a I..ind of \\orl.. he 
hcgan \\ lilt rcturnll1S \elcran., during 
" orld War II. lie lost hiS o\\n leg al 
eight. bUI decided 10 he an alhlete ,,>oon 
aftef\~ard. and he ... a)\ that b~ high 
school he \\a ... lugh·Jumpms si\. fcct and 
rlllll1l11g the high hurdle,. I I ulane l 111-
\Cr'llt) he made the bo\'lIlg leam and 
later Iurned ~mlpro. liFhllng ... ome 75 
lime .. \\llhoUI a 10 ..... hcl\\eef1 IQ3~ and 
1951. l or 35 ~car ... Kerr ha\ coached 
and pla)cd badminton. and untt! he lOre 
hi\ ril,lhl knee arall running IOO·)anl 
da .. he~ he .... ould \\ md up hl\ matche~ 
b) leaplll~ o\er the 'he·fool net. At 
I lou\lon he '~\ld, " I'm Ilrtmmil~ Inler· 
c ... ted in a pcr~on gOing home and '13). 

IIlg 10 hi\ I..ld . · lIe) . (!et off )our f,tllIl}, 
1 ju ... t ",a\\ a FU) . . :" 

Stereo Component 

The man doco; Illlprc')~ people. No 
pla)cr Ira\clcd farther to Ilou\ton Ihan 
a ::!6-)car·old Kerr adnmcr namcd John 
J,,)mont. A I\r~\ lieutenant at lrg1l1Ia'" 
i-"orl Behoir arm) b.'1-.c, Ja)ll1ont had 
pla)ed b:ldlllllllnn gro\\ing lIl' in Ba l· 
timme. and III September of 1910 he 
hnd hegun praclicing ag;1l1l at :t W" .. It· 
inSlon. D.C g)m "here. hc (locall,. 
" Thi", o ld man \\all..ed III \\llh a \\001..\
en leg ;lI1d a couplc of drink.,.. limier h" 
helt und he \\:Inled to pia) b;llimilltoll . 
No problem, I thought. but after one 
!wmc' reali/cd I hndn't been lI mng nn)· 
thlllg right . l ie corn.'"C lcd m~ fOlll\\(lrl... 
Ill) bacl..hand e\cr~llung:' A month 
laler Ja) munt \\ (In Ihc hadmlnl()n cham· 
pioll,hip of \ Iar) land . 

Ja)l11ol1l· ... ..cnllfinal nt.llch at I hlU,tol1 
\\a\ agaln't the ·1 e\.a., t:hampltll1 . a 
more e\pcnenced ~9-)car·old named 
Ted Fgerton \\!to thaI 1lIurnlllg had 
";111.1 . ·· I ~la~ed rlglH . :t g;lllle of single, 
can be IIlurder:· and thel .... \\;h a cla,
.,ie hadml11l01l match, perhal" Ihe lour· 
nament' ... he'll . A lenlll"\ court j ... 1& 

because if anyone can get your ear and your budget to agree on the right sound, 
Magnavox can! (After all, we are the leaders in stereo high-fidelity,) 
Why not fOllOw your ear to your Magnavox dealer and give a listen? 

Fantastic Sound: Four air-suspension 
speakers in an omni-directional system that projects 
superb sound a lull 360 ! With AM / FM stereo radio, 
recessed Deluxe Micromatic changer. MOOEl9274 

Finest Sound: 150 walls IHF music power, 
air-suspension speaker system with two 12" bass 
woofers and two 1000 Hz. Exponential horns. Magnettc 
cartridge, too, The Greatest ! MOOEl9299 

83 



New 
pipe smokers 

should go 
right to 

Because you.'llncvct' 
know how flood a pipe 
can be 1IJilil you smoke 
the ,"o,,/d's finest pipe 
tobacco. 

, I • leee 

regular 
lighl 
aromatic 

SPECIFY VANTAGe· PROFECTEO" 
NYLON RACKET STRINGS 

Asn.wlY Une &0 Twine MIll. Co. 
~, ASh;awIY, RnOdelsllnd 02804 
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BADMINTON t Ofl/ l fW,v 

fect long. a badminton court onl~ 44. 
and. as the bmJ nc\cr touchc., thc 
floor. the \olle},> can be blistering. Ja)· 
mOllt and Lgerton made Ihe bird look 
lil.e popping corn. One \olle) III their 
s~cond game lasled 14 shoh. eight of 
them in four ~cond~. and thc l.Jtll hll 
the net and dribbled o\er Jaymont 
\~as four fcct a~\a}. heiple,,> to reaeh 
it. H IS legs \\cre gOing. and '-gerlon 
1001. Ihe ')\!I I lc had ... \~Crlt through 
his quartcrl1nal match In t\\O qUid. 
gall1e~. ~~hdc Jaymonl had gonc three 
long onc'). " M) -,Ir:llcg):' 'hlid Egcrton. 
""as 10 kccp hm1 on Ihe run:' Ja)
monl had pla)cd loueh football hour ... 
c\cr) da} for month ... hut l1\e I::!·mm
liCe badmincoll gall1l!~ arc lruly ')ornc
Ihmg chc, (A former hlcago Ucar .. 
bacl. named Peter John.,on "ould agree. 
" I ui>Cd to thlll~ badminton "a., an ab
surd .. port." he ~t)" .. . " It 1001. a friend 
a )c,lr to get me to Ir) it. hut )Oll 
ha\c to be in Ihree or four limes thc can· 
dllion for badmlnlon Ihan for football. 
A t\\o-plaloon man pia) .. an i) sevcn 
or eight mlnulC ... each gamc.") 

or cour~e Ihcrc arc 1\\0 \\01)'" of 1001.· 
ingat it. "Anyonccanlcarn badminton." 
said Margot tcr lei'. 23. La formcr Du tch 
champion no\\ living in Tc'a .... "You 
can play on all Ic\cl .. ofablltt}. but tcn
ni;;. for m-,tancc. i .. not ~o cas) to start." 
One can ~ hO\~ 1\\0 old I'Hllcs could 
\ol1c) a bird. high and .,10\\ Iy. but fall 
mi~rabi) \\llh a heavlcr lennh baH and 
racket. 

lJc fore the tournamellt began. people 
spol.c of thc \\ Olllen ':, sIngle .. compet It Ion 
ao; if it camc in I\~ O seclion, : tcr Mct/ 
and a ll the rest. linlll HOll~ton. Margot 
had lo.,t onl) once during. t"o }caf'. III 
the U.S .. but .. hc a lw had not pr.lcticcd 
bel\~ecn matdlC.,. or bothcred 10 ~ta) 

in .. hapc; the tournament':, blgge ... t up
sel- it'S on I} onc. rcally \\a') tcr MCtl' 
lo~:. 10 a rang} Texan \~c.1.rrng a 5.1.lIor 
ear namcd Su":1Il Torrance. Ihc .,tate col
legiate champion and No. I in \\omcn'~ 
tcnni~ at the linl\crsit} of reil.a ... . Il er 
secret must he rad:lr ..... nee e\cn indoor;.; 
she nC\cr doffed hcr sailor cap \~orn 

IO\~ - and ter Met" ..en C', \\ erc \Cl) high 
and hard to hll. "The be.,t ..enc ... !'\c 
c\cr secn." Torrancc adnUlIcd . " Bul I 
madc hcr pia) derensl\e badllllillon. hll· 
ting 10 her b:lckhand. '>0 ~he cou ldn' , 
smash to lllinC." Su..an Torrance did not 
5..1) so. bUI a Summer of tcmu ... III hcr 
lcgs did not do her any harm. 

The besl badminton at Ii ousion \\as 
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pla)ed by men, though. T he final of 
the men· ... ~inglc .... Tcd Fgcrlon against 
Dale Miller. an oil engineer from Pon
ca City. O~la .. \\as a dramatic display 
of badllllllton· ... t\\O irnpcrall\c .... can
dilionlllg and prCCI ... e '>hot control, Eg
erton had the fir.,l. ~ l lIler the <;ccond. 
l or mo ... t of the opcnlllg game. \l lncr 
hIt "Iule Egcrton ran. but aftcr 10 mm· 
utC~ II \\a ... Miller \\ ho e)'clalllled. " Bo}. 
i,>n't it the (iN quarter )et'I" And. 
though he hung on to \\ In 15 6. ~ g

erton too~ gamc I\~O b} thc <;'1.1l1C 
<;core . ~ lIl lcr i>Ccl1lcd beaten at thi, 
pOllll. but l"lIlg c\cry Ind. he knc\~ 

hc dre\~ c\en al 9 9 rn the deeidrng 
game. Then. caught flat·footcd. he lei 
all C'iI~) One drop. "Thal'~ the IUrlllng 
pomt." ~orncone \\hi~pcred. and 4ulcl.ly 
II \\3" 10-. I I· . I:! 9 Egcrlon. li e '~on 
15 10. M ilicr to\\ekd himself off. and 
there \\as a palp.lble relea'iC of ten· 
.. ion 111 thc cro\\d , 

1 or .,hcer tension-free eOlcrtnrnrnenl 
an carl~ mcn· ... double ... match should 
ha\e \\on somc ~ind of pri/c. Young 
John Ja)1ll0nl and lu~ \cdd) Bntl ... h rnu ... • 
tachc. and Donald Kerr. \\ IIh an cnd
Ie ..... \aricty of gnmacc., \\hen he m is~d 

a ~hot. pla}cd Sand) ~'le l nto!<h Icg~ 

laped "10 ~ccp Ill) I.nccs from falhng 
apart"- and Ed Stuart. the lank~. aus
terc#loo~lng mayor of I ricnd ... " ood, 
T c .. o ... Kcrr" nd J"ymont \\ on. \ 'Ie Into,11 
~putlcrcd. and then laughcd (afler all. 
hili lime h"d nOI cornc) . 

That c\cning e\er)onc \\a~ cnthu!!i
a .. tic about a b.1dnunlon exhibItion 10 
be 1, la)cd at MunIch nc't lear. for Ihe 
fir'lt time OI l an Ol)mpics: .. omc predicl
ed ;:1 nc\\ 01) mplc ~port for 1976. But 
Ihc big nc\\s I..'onccrnell thc Red Chi
ncw tcam. "hich had arri\cd in Can
ada 10 bcgrn a SCrtC\ of c,lubliions. No 
one ca red about Ihc polItic!! ill\ohed. II 
\\ a .. ~ l lllpl) a chance 10 save badmrnton. 
The ~I t uatlon. II seem ... ha ... been gra\c 
for the sport. Sadly. \\cappear 10 be run· 
!lIns out of birds. or good oncs. or at 
least good fcather ... Thcrc arc 16 fcath
er, In cach bird. and It HII.e!, a \~ hole 
goo')\! to get thc proper 16. But 1110,>t of 
the \lIltablc Seese cumc frOm Rcd Chi· 
lla. and no\~. \~cli. Illa}be the bird cri;;is 
could be brought before thc .N. A ll 
agrced thai \ ... ould be Ihe blggCSI c\cnt 
... incc 1873. \\hcn .. ollle Fngli.,hmen 
broughl a n odd game called I·oona home 
from Ind ia and began playing II ;:It the 
Duke of Beaufort's coun tf) esta te. a 
place callcd Badminton. I HD 
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