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BADMINTON /Kim Chapin

Judy takes a final curtain call

After winning her 12th national singles championship as well as the

doubles and mixed doubles, Judy Devlin Hashman retires from the game

l;l\l Saturday afternoon in  Flint,

Mich.. the career of perhaps the most
accomplished woman athlete of the dec-
ade came to a successful and gracelul
close. Judy Devlin Hashman, 31,
redhead, from Abingdon, England via
Balumore via Winnipeg, Man., chased
down her last drop shot from an over-
opponent,
high lob and a sphit-second later wristed
her final backhand smash deep near her
opponent’s back boundary hine. Then,

whelmed sent up her last

as she accepted congratulations for her
12th U.S. singles utle, she made good
on her promise of a month earlier and
retired from the closed world of world-
class badminton.

Though a U.S. citizen by choice, her
reasons for leaving the game in which
she has excelled so brilhiantly
were decidedly Briush.

and 1n so
much obscurity
*1 accomplished what | set out to ac-
comphish, " she said. **This game takes a
lot out of you both physically and men-
tally. I have nothing more to gain from

15 6

it. And besides, if you've been good in a
sport vou don’t like to play to less than
your best, and I'm not willing to devote
the time it would take to do that.”
Considering the lack of fanfare that
surrounds badminton (only 350 devotees
saw the finals in Flint, though a tornado
scare was partly responsible), it 1s hkely
Judy could have chosen a more direct
route to fame. She was a skillful field-
hockey player, was once a member of the
U.S. women's national lacrosse team and
the Junior Wightman Cup squad. But
fortunately for badminton, she chose the
shuttlecock over the tennis ball, because
**I couldn’t stand the thought of playing
tennis 12 months of the vear.” Besides,
she felt she had a heritage to preserve.
Her father, J. Frank Devlin, an Irish-
man, learned the game from a hospital
bed when he was 8 years old and laid up
with osteomyelitis. A famuly friend gave
him a racket, and he spent many hours
hitting the shuttlecock against the hospi-
tal wall. It drove the nurses wild but
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SHOWING THE FORM THAT MADE HER UNBEATABLE, MRS. HASHMAN HITS A BACKHAND
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Buy
your
oil

the
way
you
bought
your
car.

Garefully.

the Uncommon Motor Oil
1009, Pure Pennsyivania

Wolf's Head Oil Refining Co,
Oil City, Pa.
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. “Iassels, for “Iigers

The debonnaire tassel
L adds fashion to comfort
' in this handsomest of slip-ons.

French Shriner shoes
$27.95 — $100.00

In Black
or Wine Corfam

RENCH iSHﬂlﬂfk,

At fine stores everywhere
443 Albany Strut B Bum.lwm 02118
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Wringing more power
out: of a stern drive.

Balanced design is the Starcraft secret. Each hull is designed with
the MerCruiser stern drive as a part of it. They work in harness to
give you planing that's sure and easy, a ride that's soft and stable,
and more power per horsepower tor less cost per gallon.

Get in on the secret at your Starcraft dealer's. Take a ride in any
one of 11 stern drive models—sportabouts, runabouts or cruisers
For a power boat catalog, write Starcraft Corporation, Dept. 7-SI-5,
Gf_l':-"l'.'"r Indiana, 46526.
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Cruibers, Sportabouts, Runabouts, Fishing Boats, Sailboats . n:'r"tmnrs

BADMINTON connmued

helped him pass the hours during his
long convalescence. When he was able
to play badminton for real he discovered
he had developed a nice instunct for the
game s subtleties, and by 1931 he had
won six world singles championships. In
1937 Frank Devhiin moved his family
which by now included (in addition to
his wite, an accomphshed plaver her
sell ) Judy and her older sister Sue. from
C anada, where Judy had been born, to
Balumore. Almost singlehandedly he
turned the BEast Coast into a badminton
DOWCI

SO 1t was that Judy had good reason to
take up the game seriously, In 1949 she
won her first of siXx consecutive junior
championships, in 1954 her first U.S
title and in the same year her hirst world
crown. By last Sunday her vanous tutles
in the All-England, the unothcaal world
championship, numbered 10, and in the
U.S. championships 12. Six of the seven
world women's doubles titles and 10 ol
her 12 U.S. doubles titles were with her
sister. Said Stan Hales, the third-rank-
ing U.S. men’s player and an othcial of
the Amenican Badminton Association.
“Something hike Judy isn't hikely to hap
pen again in the history of the game.”
That was a common sentument in Fhint

Judy'sgameisextremely unfussy, spec
tacular only because 1t 1s sO proficient
*Daddy always thought the simplest shot
for anything was the least urning,” she
says, ""and that there was no point in
a fancy windup.

She took that philosophy with her to
England in 1960, when she left Baltimore
to become the wife of a good English
player, George Cecil Kenneth (Dick)
Hashman, whoworksata British atomig
energy establishment near Abingdon, 1n
Berkshire, Four afternoons a week, with
her 2-year-old son Geoftlrey 1in tow,
Judy teaches Enghsh and geography and
referees soccer games at ‘.1!.3111!“_1. Josca's

preparatory school. When Judy hirst

moved to England and began playving in
the weekend round of seasonal tourna
ments. she was. to say the least. unbeat-

able. She

out losing even a point. "It was hke a

d go weeks at a ume with-

dream.”” she said. “"They used L0 serve,
hit one back and I'd make a point. They
just couldn’t get to anvthing. It was al
most that bad in Flint last week. In all
but her final-round match against Ca-
nadian Champion Sharon Whittaker,
which she won 11-3, 11-5, 1t was possible
to count Judy’'s errors on one hand, Sur-
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prisingly, the result of this overwhelming
dominance was a tremendous lack of con-
fidence. “*Every time she played, said
Dick Hashman,

was going to be beaten. Her legs weak-

“*she would think she

ened, and by her own defimtion she

would begin to “‘sweat buckets.

I'hen once play began just the reverse
would happen. "'If I was playing against
somebody | was really quite scared of,
“tafter

points, | suddenly got completely calm

Judy said. about four or hve
It's as if | wasn't even In the place.
Her residence in England had the same
cfiect on the women's game there that
the Malayan Choongbrothers, Eddieand
David, had on the men’s game a decade
carher, when they were in London for
graduate study at Cambnidge; 1t raised
the level to world class. The surprising
thing. of course, 1s that badminton need-
ed any prodding in England at all, be-
cause that 1s where the game began In
I873 at a house party in Badminton, the
seat of the Duke of Beaufort in Glou-

cestershire. In a sense, 1t has never really

shrugged off its anstocratic image, most-
ly by choirce, so that today 1t 1s still pos-
sible to find plavers who say, *“We don't
have people who drop their aitches,  and,
“*If we had somecone who grew his hai
long. | think we'd die of shame.” Play-
ers tend to take great pride 1in the ama
teur nature of the game. To start a dou
bles match, the referee calls: "I he score
1s love-love, second server.” In Fhint there
was a recurring dispute over the shing, or
double hit, which had all the charactens-
tics of a classic dispute between tradi-
tnonal and mod. As one othcial explained,
“*The punists still don’t believe any wood
should be used on a shot, and 1t 1s some-
times terribly difficult to tell the differ-
ence between a double hit, which 1s 1lle
gal, and a wood shot, which 1s not. So,
referces tend to dis

many of the older

allow all wood shots period.

This, for one, incensed Erland Kops,

the bearded Dane who won his third

U.S. men'ssingles title. Inanearly-round

match with an elderly referee 1in the chair,

Kops was called for slinging no less than

""INO shing, he kept mutter-
ing. “*Wood shot. Wood shot.” In the fi-
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nals, with a voung referce, there were no
such calls
\1!‘&

Overpowering

Hashman., ol course. was (oo

1O '.f"lt,' "."-UT.I‘.L‘EL‘\t !"'l}. '-l.h..'r‘.

techmicahnes. At 31, she could undoubit-
edly continue to play world-class bad

minton for several more vears. if she

chose. But the demands of a family make

the extreme concentration so essential
to the game more and more of a chore

And so, last Saturday 1t was all over
After the mixed-doubles final. her third
championship of the day, she accepted
her last pieces of silver, put on her blue
badminton blazer and took a towel and
wiped back her Insh red hair. Geoflrey
got loose from his babv-sitter for the aft
ernoon, Grandmother Devhin, and tod-

dled over and began plaving with mom

my s rackets and birds

Judv permutted hersell her first real
smile of the week. She looked down and
said, "*No, no Geoffrey. No more shut-

tlecocks. No more shuttlecocks.,” END
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