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WON ERFUL WORLD 
OF SPO ' T 

TAN JOE HOK 
TAKES DETROIT 

Tri umphi n g over ac h es and i lls, a n Indonesi a n 

young s t e r becom es U.S. b admi nton champ ion 
U .S . BAOMINTON CHAM P I O N S HIPS DR E W KNOWI NG CROWDS 

To. most Americans ba dm inton is 
pleasant l5ummertime activity 

suita ble for t. he backyard or su mmer 
camp and certa inly not to be con
ducted ao vigorously as to exclude 
time-outs fo r a good swallow of high 
ball or a m unch ofT a barbecued ham
burger. Good D octor Gal/up , 110(. 

long back, came up with a fin ding 
which held that some 7 million Amer
icans t a ke an occasional Lurn at the 
sport, and the A mer icnn Badminton 
Association estimat.es that a half mil
li on new sets arc sold every year. All 
th is, though, amounts to a healthy 
yet casual form of recreation in the 
U.S. and only Lhe sugges Lio n of com
petitive a ttitude. 

In Grosse Pointe, M ich. last week 
man y a backyard highball-and-ham
burger badminton player sa w the 
ot.her (compeLitive) s ide of the game 
as the sixth annual Open Amateu r 
Championsh ips of the American 
Badmint.on Associat ion were held in 
the local high school's handsome 
gymnasium. The most accomplished 
and successful of the 170 entrants 
were five brown young men from Lhe 
Far Eas t who know very li ttle of 
highballs and h:unburgers. Thei r ac
q uaintanceship wi t h the sport is 
marked by daily miles of roadwork, 
hours of batting a ShuLtiecock 
agai nst a stone wall in the interest. 
of improving backhand, and the ric4 
ual of set. t. ing-up exercises and skip
ping rope. Their reward fo r such ded i
cation is the realization t.h a t com
peti t ive badminton now belongs to 
the Far EasL where it st.arted in Lhe 
fi rst place. 

SI' ORl=K IL!' USTRAT!: n A" .. il 13. lUI) 

The As ian group, now on a world 
circuit tour, arrh'ed in Detroit last 
Tuesday aft.er triumphs in Britain 
and Canada, and they \vere im me
di a tely d u bbed the " Achin ' Asians." 
T an J oe Hok, the 21-year-o ld whiz 
f rom Bandung, Indonesi a, com
plained of a Scottish cold , a s tuffed
up nose and postnasal drip. Thai 
land's Cha reon Wa t.tanasin cupped 
hi s hand over his jaw and moaned 
toothache. Lim Say Hup and Teb 
K ew San, the doub les experts from 
.:\'1 alaya, showed themselves li mp 
with fatigue, and the visitors ex
pressed the common opinion th a t. 
they we re in no shape to begin play. 
T he following day there was more 
ta lk of cal amit.y . 

" What.'s wrong with Tan Joe 
H ok ?" an anxious host-o nici al asked. 

" He's gOt intes tinal flu or some
th ing ," a Grosse P oin ter offered. 

"You mean intentional flu, " said 
a thi rd man who had heard of R ok's 
inclination to hy pochondria. 

There came a report that. H ok, 
medicinally treated for his stuffy 
head, had collapsed in t he high school 
ca feteria, had rolled around the floor 
and was plead ing in Tndonesian for 
an early . happy death . 

"The pOor thi ng," a kindly cafe
teria lady recalled. "I held the boy in 
m y arms. ~ l 'y , he seemed s ick !" 

"E.'veryth in g' wrong with me," 
H ok explained later. "Eyes, nose, 
throat. It was owl-ful. " 

" J arrive in England, climate 
changed-damp and cold. Then Can
ada-dry and cold. Then Detroit-
1 don ' L know. In Indones ia 1 eat soft 

food , noodles and rice. Tn England T 
eat beef a nd lam b - don't like. In 
Canada T find one good Chinese res
taurant. Now T hope 1 get good rice 
here. When 1 go t.o school in Texas 
[Baylor] T will get. good rice. Oh, I 
am fee ling owl-ful." 

Wha tever aile(l Tan Joe R ok, his 
game d idn't suffer. In opening play 
he whomped Detroit's Fred Trifonoff 
15-3 and 15- 2, and then he dazzled 
and defeated sixth-seeded Ted ').1oehl
mann of St. Louis. After a post.pone
Ill ent gran Led because of his flu, H ok 
disposed of t hird -seeded Don Davis 
of SeaLtle. 

TH E NAM E M E AN S LU C K 

1 n each game, he d rew oohs and 
aahhs from the crowd when he exe
cuted his soft retu rns which toppled 
over t.he net , end over end, ma king 
it impossible for his opponent to 
retu rn the bird. This maneuver, his 
power shots, his backhand ret.urns 
and his wonderfu l change-of-pace 
made him much the superior. T he 
exhib ition demonstra t.ed why Tan 
Joe H ok (whose fam il y name means 
luck) is considered the world's best 
singles player now t.hat the errant 
Dane, Finn Kobbero, is inacti ve be
cause of suspension . H ok holds the 
I ndian, the all-England open, the 
Tndonesian, Asian and Canadian 
t illes . H ok was also the key mall in 
Indonesia's capture of the Thomas 
Cup last sum mer. 

\Vhere\'er the visiLOrs went, t.hey 
were treated like so many visi t ing 
princes. Tnstead o f put ting up in 
downto\\' 11 hotels, the As ians were 
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guesls in somo of Grosse Pointe 's 
finest. homes where hosts saw La it. 
that p len ty of kettled rice was cooked 
just right. Tan Joe H ak was rhapsodic 
Whetl he learned his host offered lemon 
juice. Chinese rice and pork sausage 
for breakfast. 

By Friday night Hok and his world 
circuit coll eagues werc domin ating 
all c\'cnls they had enLered. Only Tell 
Kew San, who lost to l>oole, the U.S. 
champion , had Ilot made the quarter
finals, and Poote was later defeated 
by Wattanasin in two exciting games. 
157, 18- 13. Lim Say H up and Tell 
ICew San. who hold four world's 
doubles titles. rca(,hed the finals in 
thE:ir specialty and dispatched the 
American finalists, FBI Man Joe 
A lsLon and Schoolte:lcher Wynn 
Rogers. 15 5 and 15 3. 
B~' any measure of sports perform

ance, the singles finals between H ok 
and Wallana')in wassheerexcitemen l. 
(Americans wel'e absenL for the first 
t ime in the history of the Ope'\ Ama
teurchampionships. ) Hok, ft\\ored to 
win. had beaten WaLlanasin five 
times previously. but lost t.he opener 
of the final m'ltch 15- 7 . .But with 
growing confidence and composure 
he won t he second game 15 -5. Even 
those in t.he crowd who had come out 
of the mildest curiosity. leaned for
ward ;'lnxiously. In II burst oJ energy 
that showed no evidence of Scottish 
rheum or Detroit Ru , H ok c has('d 
Watlaml.sin all over the court and 
wonthechampionship 18 14 . " Every
one is nice to me," Tan Joe H ok said. 
"1 am feeling homely." 

-NICK TIID.IM ESCII 

HAPPY VICTOR. Tan JOf:> Hok. examined his blisterE'd ~o l es in lock(>r room aft \": r the 
finalfl , l!xclaimetl, "Only nose and feet hu rl now. Oh. thoSf' ft"(' t. :'I l ust SE'P tlt)t" \{Ir." 
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