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THUMB-UP BACKHAND is used by Hugh
Forgie to intercept a shot. The Ice Capades of
1956 star is playing with Cortland's "Hugh
Forgie' Racket with Sila-Flex Fiberglas Shatt.
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A.B.A. MEMBERS

Connecticut Badminton Association (12 clubs)
Metropolitan Badminton Association (12 clubs)

New Jersey Badminton Association (6 clubs)

Rhode Island Badminton Association (5 clubs)
Southern California Badminton Association (12 clubs)
District of Columbia Badminton Club (1 club)

It would seem from the above small list (5 associations out of 17)
that Club Presidents should call the Secretaries of their Associations

and urge them to pay their dues so club members may legally enter closed
badminton tournaments in their areas as well as the National Tourney

in April.
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U.S. Players Invited To England

Five United States badminton players have been invited to participate
in the 46th Annual All-England Championships to be held at Empress
Hall, Earl’s Court in London on March 14, 15, 16, and 17, 1956.

Those invited are Lois and Joe Alston, Margaret Varner, Judy Devlin
and Sue Devlin. The group will return to the United States in time for
the Third Open Badminton Championships in Philadelphia the first

part of April.

Joe is the present U.S. Singles champion and former Mixed Doubles
champion having teamed with his wife to win in Niagara Falls two
years ago.

Margaret Varner is the present Ladies’ Singles champion of the U.S.

and will be defending her title of Ladies’ Singles champion of the All-
England. Margaret and Lois are teaming together for the tournament.

Judy and Sue are U.S. Ladies’ champions and were runner-up in the
All-England last year.

MArcH-AvrriL, 1956

ABA Sanctioned Tournaments

Baltimore, Md.
Baltimore, Md.
Flint, Mich.

Boston, Mass.
L.ewiston, N.Y.
Baltimore, Md.
Shaker Heights, Ohio
Burbank, Calif.
Baltimore, Md.
Memphis, Tenn.
New Haven, Conn.
Rochester, N.Y.
Grosse Pointe, Mich.
Lewiston, N.Y.
Philadelphia, Pa.

Mason-Dixon Tournament

Md. Jr. Championships (under 15)
Michigan League

Mass. State Championships
Western N.Y.

Md. Junior (under 18)

Ohio Open

2 1st California State

Maryland State

Southern Championships
Connecticut “B”

Kodak Invitation

U.S. Jr. Championships and under 15
Niagara IFalls C.C.

U.S. Open Championships

Mar. 2-3-4
Mar. 3
Mar. 3
Mar. 9-10-11
Mar. 9-10-11
Mar. 10-11
Mar. 16-17
Mar. 16-17-18
Mar. 19-24
Mar. 23-24-25
Mar. 23-24-25
Mar. 23-24-25
Mar. 24-25-26
Mar. 31-Apr. 1
Apr. 4-5-6-7
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Are YOU a ““Badminton
Booster’'?

As my term as President rapidly

approaches its close, I want to express
my deep appreciation for all that has
been done during my tenure of office
by those who, in my books, have
earned the title of “Badminton Boost-
ers.” By a “Badminton Booster” I
mean a person who, In some way or
other, has been affirmatively doing his
share (and often much more) for the
game of badminton. To me, the term
“Badminton Booster’” reflects the un-
selfish approach toward the game of
doing something so that others will
come to know the game and appreci-
ate how much it has to offer by way
of enjoyment. It seems to me that it
would be entirely appropriate for spe-
cial annual awards to be made to those
who have made the greatest contribu-
tions during the year in this regard!

Among those who would clearly be
entitled to such an award this year
are the key personnel for the 1956
Amateur Championships of the ABA
at Philadelphia on April 4 through
April 7. I'rom a recent visit of mine
to Philadelphia, I can personally at-
test to the fine job which is being done
by the extremely competent and ex-
perienced committee. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that the playing con-
ditions at St. Joseph’s IField House
Gymnasium and the other arrange-
ments in connection with the Cham-
pionships will fully meet, if not sur-
pass, the high standards set by Na-
tional Senior Tournaments in past
years. The annual meeting of the

ABA will take place at the Hotel

Penn Sherwood at 10:30 a.m. on Fri-
day, April 6. Matters of vital interest
to the Association will be dis:::ussed.
We urge each member association, as
well as each of the members of the
Board of Directors of the ABA, to
give particular attention to the impor-
tance of this year’s annual meetings.

Among others who would likewise
be entitled to a special award this year
are the outstanding group at Detroit
who are running the 1956 National
Junior Championships on March 24,
25 and 26. Every detail has been efh-
ciently and meticulously worked out,
including housing accommodations of
all out-of-town contestants, in private
homes. We are indeed fortunate to
have such enthusiastic and competent
management. I am personally looking
forward with a great deal of anticipa-
tion to the three days at the Grosse
Pointe High School Gymnasium, to
say nothing of such side trips as the
ones to the Ford River Rouge Plant
and to Ford’s Greenfield Village and
Edison Institute. |

[t seems to me that the greatest
badminton need in the United States
at the present time is for many, many
more ‘Badminton Boosters.” This
does not necessarily mean running a
National Tournament, or any other
tournament. There are many other
ways of giving a helping hand.

[t is true that we do not need to
worry about next year’s National Jun-
ior Championships, with the prospect
that two separate bids will be made
to hold the same, each from an Asso-
ciation able and anxious to do an ex-
cellent job. However, we are sadly
lacking in the number of players who
are willing during the course of the
badminton season to give even a small
amount of their time to the carrying
on of junior badminton clinics or
playing groups in schools and else-
where.

[t is also true that real progress has
been made in the promotion of bad-
minton play at the college level under
the able leadership of Peg Varner,
Chairman of the Intercollegiate Ac-
tivities Committee, who for her efforts
would be entitled to an ultra-special
award this year. But much more help
to this committee by badminton play-
ers 1s needed to accomplish what re-
mains to be done in the colleges thru-
out the entire country.

Although Marguerite Miller and
her staff have done a remarkable piece
of work with Bird Chatter and Jack
van Praag has accomplished a great
deal with respect to publicity at a

national level (as in connection with
the establishment of the Helms Ath.
letic Foundation Badminton Hall of
[Fame), and for their efforts would
likewise be entitled to ultra-specig]
awards this year, we still have a greg
distance to go to bring badminton tq
the place in the public eye where
should be. We need people who are
willing to give time and thought to
furnishing material for Bird Chatter,
as well as to increasing the Bird Chat-
ter subscription list. We need people
to make contacts with the sports de-
partments of their newspapers and to
furnish interesting material to such
newspapers, either in connection with
their local tournaments or in connec-
tion with outstanding national or ip-
ternational badminton events.

We need more people who are will-
ing to furnish aid, either through ex-
hibitions or donations in some other
way, in connection with the raising of
necessary funds for our top women
players to take part in the Uber Cup
International Competition, as well as
for our men players to participate In
the Thomas Cup Competition, and
for the bringing of foreign cham-
pion players to our Open Amateur
Championships. All of this, through
publicity and otherwise, should be of
substantial aid to the promotion of
badminton in this country.

There is an urgent need for more
badminton enthusiasts to work on the
problem of gaining more member
clubs for the Member Associations of
the ABA, so as to increase the num-
ber of people we can reach through
our badminton activities.

The continuation of Ralph Ma'th-
ews’ conscientious work in connection
with the Umpires’ Association re-
quires more people who are willing
to devote time and thought to the task
of building up a country-wide ade-
quate supply of properly trained um-
pires. _

There are numerous other JUIE’S
which must be competently filled 1n
connection with our National Associ-
ation 1f we are to have a successful
organization. Examples are the Shut-
tlecock Committee, the Amateur ‘Stzl-
tus Committee, the Rules Committee
and the Tournament Commuttee, &
well as various Special Committees:

My recent contacts, both at Singa-
pore and elsewhere, with leaders ©
badminton throughout the world, con”
vince me that this country will h:l}'e to
take a back seat in world badmintof
unless more of us are willing to exer!
real efforts as “Badminton Boosters.

CHARLIE NEWHALL

Birp CHATTER
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Third Open Amateur Championships of the ABA

St. Joseph’s Field House Gymnasium
54th and City Line, Philadelphia, Pa.

APRIL 4-5-6-7,1956

Sponsored by the Delaware VYalley Badminton Association

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Wednesday, April 4, 1956—10 a.m.-10 p.m. Thursday, April 5—7:30 p.m.—Quarter finals
Preliminary Rounds—Men’s & Ladies’ Singles ALL EVENTS
Men’s & Ladies’ Doubles

Thursday, April 5—10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Preliminary Rounds—Mixed Doubles
~and Veterans’ Doubles

Friday, April 6—7:30 p.m.—SEMI-FINALS

Saturday, April 7—7:30 p.m.—FINALS

PRICE SCHEDULE OF ADMISSIONS
Wednesday—Preliminary Rounds, $1.00, plus tax Thursday—Quarter Finals $1.00, plus tax
Thursday—Preliminary Rounds, $1.00, plus tax Friday—Semi-Finals $2.00, plus tax
Saturday—Finals $2.00, plus tax

One reserved seat for entire Tournament $6.00 (tax included). Patron ticket, six reserved seats
for the entire Tournament, $20.00 (tax included). All contestants admitted on players pass.
SPECIAL EVENTS —ABA Luncheon, Dance and Parties will be conducted at the Official Hotel
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Welcome Mat Is Out

Pat Cornell

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1s look-
ing forward to seeing you this year at
the 3rd Annual Open Amateur Cham-
pionships of the United States to be
held on April 4, 5, 6 and 7, 1956.
And WAI'T until you see the beauti-
ful St. Joseph’s Alumni Memorial
Field House. We are planning to
have six playing courts and two prac-
tice courts. This huge, modern new
butlding has all the facilities for a
terrific tournament and that’s exactly
what we plan to have.

Our tournament headquarters will
be at the Penn Sherwood Hotel which
1s Just a hop, skip and a jump from
the gym. This is also a new building
apd the hotel has been most coopera-
tive in helping us to make arrange-
ments for your comfort and conven-
lence and the various activities we are
planning,
~ As many of you know, Philadelphia
I8 4 wonderful central location for
Iast Coast badminton. From our geo-
graphical position we expect to draw
players from the New tngland area,
New York area, Maryland and South-
ern areas with little persuasion, We
are also attempting to get as many

Marc-Aprin, 1956

players from all over the country as
is humanly possible. We have already
contacted a great many foreign play-
ers and this includes Canada and
Mexico.

Here in Philadelphia as we now
look out of our windows, we see a
world of whiteness, otherwise known
as snow to those of you who never
see it. However, we hope to afford
you better weather in April when you
come to Philadelphia. Early April,
though, can be a variety of different
weather conditions. Usually we are
through with the bitter cold and snow
but it could be quite chilly. There-
fore, we suggest that you bring semi-
spring and winter clothes such as suits,
light top-coats, etc., and even rain-
wear might be desirable as April is
often rainy in these parts.

Well, badminton enthusiasts, each
and every one of you, try to come to
the Nationals, We guarantee you a
good time even if you don’t last past
the first round. If anyone wants to ask
any questions or offer any suggestions,
please contact Mrs. Patricia Cornell,
Conshohocken, R.D, No. 1, Penna,

Incidentaly, you all should be re-

ceiving your entry blanks and other
information very soon in the mail,

FERERRRR R RN

HOTEL PENN SHERWOOD
OFFICIAL HOTEL

The Hotel Penn Sherwood, 3900
Chestnut St., Philadelphia, has been
selected as the Official Hotel for the
1956 National Badminton Tourna-
ment for many reasons, the main one
being for its friendliness. T heir motto
is ‘Friendliness and Hospitality do
not cost a dime and that i1s why we
like to give so much of it away.”

For those of you who are driving,
there 1s a parking lot adjacent to the
hotel. For those of you who are tak-
ing your children, the hotel offers a
“baby sitters” service.

For those healthy badminton appe-
tites there 1s the dining room, the
Persian Room (cocktail lounge), the
Chess Bar and Grill for a late snack
until past midnight or the Coffee Shop

which is open from % a.m. until 10
p.1n.

The server may not serve till his
opponent 1s ready, but the opponent
shall be deemed to be ready if a re-
turn of the service be attempted.

Lf the server in attempting to serve
misses the shuttle, it is not a fault;
but if the shuttle be touched by the
racket, a service 1s thereby delivered.



~ Historic Philadelphia

ALL THIS and badminton, too!!

What to see in Philadelphia
Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell.
Carpenter’s Hall, where the Continental Congress met.
Betsy Ross Home, where the first Flag was made.
Valley Forge Park and Washington’s Headquarters
Christ Church, where George Washington prayed.
Gloria Dei (Old Swede’s Church), oldest church in the city.
The Old Shot Tower, where the bullets were made.
The grave of Ben Franklin and his wife.
The Historical Mansions in Fairmount Park.
William Penn’s summer home in Pennnsbury.
Brandywine Battlefield, just restored. '
Washington’s Crossing Park, on the Delaware.

Historical Houses in Germantown.

Elfreth’s Alley and its historical homes.

The Philadelphia Zoo, oldest in the U.S.

U.S. Mint, where your money is being made.

Pennsylvania Dutch Country where horse and buggy still reign supreme.

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

The 1956 National Tournament
Committee has come up with a won-
derful plan (bargain price) for you
to entertain vour friends. They are
offering SIX RESERVED BOX
SEATS for the entire tournament for
only $20, including tax. Why don’t
vou take advantage of this wonderful

THIRD OPEN AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIPS OF THE ABA

) —(}

offer to entertain your friends and
even relatives and you will be doing
something for the game you enjoy so
much as well as seeing some good bad-
minton. A single reserved seat for the
entire tournament i1s $6, including
tax. Order yours early so you will get
the choice seats.

April 3rd to Tth, 1956

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

We learn from the Singapore Straits
Times that one of the biggest upsets
at the Singapore Badminton Cham-
pionships was the defeat in the semi-
finals of Ong Poh Lim at the hands
of the Singapore Junior champion,
Robert Lim, 17-16, 15-8. It looks as
though Malaya will have several
strong junior players competing for
the berth which will be left vacant on
the Malayan Thomas Cup Team by
the retirement of Wong Peng Soon.

From the same source we also learn
that Wong Peng Soon has been signed
to a three year contract as coach to
the Singapore Youth Sports Center.
However, all Malayvan youths will

have a chance to benefit from Peng
Soon’s coaching as he is making a ser-
ies of instructional films for the Ma-
layan Film Unit which will demon-
strate the grip, stance, balance and the
many other attributes that made Peng
Soon a world champion. Copies of the
flm will also be sold overseas and
should prove of benefit to young hope-
fuls as well as experienced players all

over the world.
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OFFICIAL HEADQUARTERS

600 Rooms - 600 Baths

Dining Room -

Each with Television and Radio

T R e p—T——r 1L

Majority Air-Conditioned

Coffee Shop

Private Parking Lot Adjoining Hotel

PENN SHERWOOD HOTEL

Bennett E. Tousley, General Manager
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i Persian Room Cocktail Lounge
[
i

39th & Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia
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the string’s the thing

that

Distributed Through Leading
Athletic Goods Manufacturers

on the Whng!”

STRING

ASHAWAY PRO-FECTED BRAID 7
Approx. Tournament Stringing Cost ;
BADMINTON $4.00 (20 gaouge)

AWAY

e For More ‘““‘Smashing’ Power
e For Lasting Liveliness
e For High Tensile Strength

e For Moisture Immunity

puts the BIRD

SPECIFY

ASHAWAY MULTI-PLY BRAID
Approx. Expert Stringing Cost
BADMINTON $3.00 (19 gauge)

ASHAWAY MONO (solid nylon)
Now available at same
price as Multi-Ply.

ASHAWAY PRODUCTS, INC., Ashaway, Rhode Island
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ASHAWAY PY7TS A EETTER CAME IN THE FRAME!

) From results of the Danish Open
Championship recorded in the col-
umns of the Badminton Gazette of
England it would appear that the
Danish ladies are serving notice that
the_y will be heard from in the com-
petition for the Uber Cup which will
start this year. The English ladies’
doubles champions, Miss Iris Cooley
and Mrs. June Timperly, were de-
feated in the first round by the Danes
F{u Aase Winther and Fru Inger
Birgit Anker Hansen. In the semi-
finals of the singles, Miss Cooley was
defeated by Frk Aase Jacobsen, 10-12,
I'1-1, 11-6. Ultimate winners were
ﬁ;I.ISS Jacobsen in the singles and Miss
Kirsten Thorndahl and Miss Anni
Jt{rg{*nscn in the ladies’ doubles. En-
tries for the competition for the Uber
Cup to be held over 1956-57 have
bf:en received from England in the
lturupesm Zone and from New Zea-
land in the Australasian Zone.
¥ ¥ K

| Brian Brownlee, who played for
South Africa against the United States
team last summer, is studying in Eng-

land and will probably remain there
for sometime,

.\*h:tcn -Al*lm,, 1*)56

Badminton

(From a phamphlet published by
Wilson Sporting Goods Co.)

Badminton, more than any other
racket game, provides all of the thrills
and enjoyment of competitive play,
not only to expert players but to be-
ginners as well. Anyone can play and
enjoy this game at the first attempt,
regardless of age, and it will continue
to fascinate you no matter how many
years you play it.

T'he game of badminton is reputed
to have started in India the latter
part of the 19th century, though some
records appear to show that a game
of similar nature was played earlier
in China and there 1s also some men-
tion of the game as far back as the
12th century at one of the courts of
the reigning English king.

[ts origin is based around a story
of IEnglish army ofhicers, after a some-
what convivial dinner, placing quills
in champagne corks and batting them
back and forth over a table.

On the return of some of the ofh-
cers to England it was expanded into
an outdoor game at the castle of the

Duke of Beaufort. The ancestral hall
of the Duke was called “Badminton
Hall,” hence the name the game bears
today. Badminton was played on a
small scale in the British Isles until
1898 when their first National Cham-
pionships were held. The game then
began to grow by leaps and bounds
and spread to other countries, includ-
ing America.

We all know there 1s no “royal
road” to athletic success In any sport.
No one can become a champion with-
out diligent work and practice. To
derive the most enjoyment from your
chosen sport, a good background of
fundamentals and a reasonable amount
of practice are necessary.

Helpful suggestions appearing in
this 1ssue of Bird Chatter are from
the Wilson Sporting Goods Co.
pamphlet on badminton.

I'he serve must be an underhand
serve; that 1s, the shuttle at time of
service delivery must not be struck
above the waist. All other shots can
be played in the regular way with the
shuttle being struck above or below
the waist.

(Continued on Page 13)




For Ladies Only

Dick Slauer

Tuesday, Feb. 18th, was Ladies’
Day at your secretary’s home. Not
for the usual reasons associated with
cupids and hearts, but because the
mail brought a new kind of Valentine
—a formal invitation from the Inter-
national Badminton Federation for
the badminton ladies of the United
States to enter a challenge in the first
Ladies’ Invitational Championships.

Since the first Thomas Cup match
in Copenhagen on November 2, 1948,
the attention of badminton players has
been directed toward this competition
with simple but formidable title “The
International Badminton Champion-
ship.” - Actually such attention goes
back an additional nine vears when
the IBF accepted the trophy from
Sir George Thomas in 1939 and es-
tablished its rules of play at that time.
World War II interferred and the
cup remained in seclusion until after
the war and Malaya was proclaimed
the first champion in Preston, Scot-
land, on February 26, 1949.

While such attention was universal,
it was un-directional. The champion-
ship involved men players only, vet
badminton is a sport in which women
have been interested and have made
outstanding records. Hence it was
only a matter of time before the IBF
went through the necessary formali-
ties to establish rules of competition
and an outstanding sports individual
offered to donate a trophy to symbol-
ize the ladies’ team champion. The
offer was accepted and plans are com-
plete for Mrs. H. S. Uber of Eng-
land to present the trophy to the IBF
at 1ts annual meeting in July.

‘T'he first competition will take place
in the 1956-57 playing season with
entries permitted in four zones —
Asiatic, Australasian, American and
European.

India and Malaya have already
challenged in the Asiatic Zone; New
Zealand in the Australasian, and Eng-
land in the European. A fifth starter
is the United States whose entry will
be forwarded to IBF headquarters by
your secretary before this article ap-
pears in Bird Chatfter.

This results from action by the £x-
eccutive Committee in approving cer-
tain specific items which appeared in
a report issued by a special task com-
mittee which has been studying the
project for several months, This com-
mittee is headed by Helen Gibson and
includes Grace Devlin and Dottie
Hann. The entire report will be re-

viewed at the Annual Meeting In

Philadelphia on April 6th.

One other item approved in the re-
port-was that the Nationals should
provide the first tryouts for places on
the Uber Cup team even if it became
necessary to ask certain players to stay
over Sunday, April 8th. It was recog-
nized that such tryouts would be early
(our first match;, possibly against Can-
ada, would certainly not take place
until January, 195%) but it must be
remembered that April to October is

a non-badminton period in many parts
of our country.

Why tryouts? One might always
fall back on national rankings but
these are not conclusive. One reason
1s the importance of doubles in the
scoring; another 1s the matter of
stamina since any specific tie is to be
completed 1n a singe day unless mu-
tually agreed otherwise. A maximum
of six players is permitted, which
means that one lady at least must play
three matches. If, because of economy
reasons, only four players are selected
(the minimum), three players will
each have to play three matches.

Getting back to the scoring, a point
is scored for each match won by three
players. For doubles, two teams are
chosen who must play each of the two
doubles teams of the opponents. Hence,
a singles player can only contribute
one point to the team total: a doubles
player must take part in two matches
and hence may affect two points. Car-
ried to the extreme, two outstanding
doubles teams might lead their coun-
try to victory even if it conceded all
the singles matches. With our country
so large, we must be sure that those
ladies representing us in doubles are
not only the best players but have the

experience together to get the best
results.

Was the word economy mentioned
above? It (or its nemesis—money)
must always be mentioned. It will
cost about $5,000 to send a team to
England (the site of the first finals),
including some allowance for a zone
tie against Canada. Beating Canada
is by no means a foregone conclusion,
but at least the money problem is
acute only if we win from Canada.
Some money may be returned as a
result of the attendance at the vari-
ous ties, but this cannot be estimated.
First of all, no one knows what the
total may be; secondly, no one could
guess what any one country’s con-
tinued showing through each tie
would be,

The Special Uber Cup Committee
has already written to many associa-
tions and individuals, receiving real
assurance of interest and assistance,
Nevertheless the goal 1s high and
everyone’s cooperation 1s needed to
put across this activity. We know the
players are interested and will make
sacrifices of time, attention, and even
financial if 1t 1s possible for them to
do so. But in the final analysis, only
the American Badminton Association
can enter a team from the United
States, and this means that the Asso-
ciation, its clubs and members, must
decide that it wants an Uber Cyp
Team.

“WANTING"” 1implies whole-

hearted support in every possible way,
If this suggests money to you, I am
sure a check made out to the Ameri-
can Badminton Association and mailed
to our treasurer, Helen Gibson, 6
Bridge St., East Norwalk, Conn., and
marked for the Uber Cup Fund, will
help start this activity properly.

LADIES INTERNAT'L MATCHES
Helen Gibson

It has been officially decided that
the American Badminton Association
will enter a Uber Cup Team in the
Ladies’ International Competition in
February-March of 1957. Our entry
must be received by the I[.B.F. before
June 15, 19356.

Our minimum estimated budget is
approximately $4600. We will deeply
appreciate any amount you may care
to contribute or pledge.

All funds will be specifically en-
tered in a separate Uber Cup Fund.

All checks should be made payable
to: American Badminton Association
Uber Cup Fund or (A.B.A. Uber
Cup Fund) and be sent to the treas-
urer, Helen L. Gibson, 6 Bridge St.,
E. Norwalk, Connecticut.

When You
Patronize
Our Advertisers

Please Mention

Bird Chatter
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Apollo by
:‘ MacGregor
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The new

&\
D

Just take some practice swings with a new MacGregor Badminton
racket—you'll quickly feel the extra zing that puts new pep in your
play and makes birds sing while they fly! Superior materials and
superior workmanship—these go together
to make MacGregor rackets dynamic and
fast—light and rugged. When you hit that
bird with a MacGregor racket, its’ love
at first flight! Try it—see your sporting

TENNIS - GOLF - ATHLETICEQUIPMENT
CINCINNATI 32, OHIO

UBER CUP

Since the Executive Committee of
the ABA have approved of entering a
team 1n the Ladies’ Invitational Com-
petition in 1957, the Uber Cup Com-

mittee have gone ahead with plans for
raising the necessary minimum budget
of $4600.

A letter was sent to each Associa-
tion asking for its interest and sup-
port. Since that letter went out the

budget has been cut from $5400 to
$4600. The budget in brief:

American Zone Tie in Canada $ 637.00
Furopean Zone Tie in England 8684.00
Partial Uniforms 350,00

$4671.00

goods dealer soon.

Results from the letters sent out:

Mr. Cephas Monnett, President of
the Rahway Badminton Club in New
Jersey will sponsor an exhibition next
month and guarantees $150 for the
Uber Cup Fund.

Mr. Carl Andersen, President of
the Washington State Association,
has appointed Donna Connolly and
Gladys Mallory as co-chairmen to
raise $250 from their association.

Mrs. Naomi Bender from the Del-
aware Badminton Association has ex-
pressed interest and willingness to
raise some money.

Mr. Hal Webb, President of the
Maryland Association has also ex-
pressed interest in helping the cause.

Mrs. Virginia Hill, Secretary of
the Southern California Badminton
Association informed me that the mat-

ter will be taken before their Execu-
tive Meeting on February 19.

Connecticut Badminton Association
is interested and Mr. James McNa-
mara, President, is bringing it before
his Executive Committee this week.

Mr. Bob Warren, President of the
Massachusetts Badminton Association,
sent in his Association’s approval of
having the Ladies’ Team and promise
to give 1t support.

Mr. Bobby Williams of the West-
ern New York Association has volun-
teered to campaign for the Uber Cup
Fund in his area.

Mr. Don Hersam, a member of the
National Publicity Committee, and
also a publisher, has printed the Uber
Cup letters for soliciting funds, as his
contribution,
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Next Deadline
For Bird Chatter

April 10, 1956
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JUNIOR BADMINTON IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Compton Pushes Junior

Badminton

George A. McCook
Former U.S. Nat’l. Veterans Champion

When vou think of badminton for
juniors in the Southeast Los Angeles
County area, you automatically will
think of Mr. Ches Isaacs, Assistant
to the Director of Recreation, Health

and Athletics of the Compton Union
High School District.

In 1949, Mr. Issacs, a badminton
player of no mean ability himself,
realized and foresaw that there was
a need for this fine sport and great
game to become better organized and
developed in the adjoining secondary
schools. Accordingly, he prepared a
very comprehensive, far-seeing, and
meticulous report for a “Community
Badminton Program for Juniors,” and
submitted it to ‘‘the powers that be.”
It was adopted, and organized play
got underway.

One of the greatest needs was to
develop a “Clinic”” to show the phys-
ical education teachers in the local
arcas about the technique of the game,
how it should be properly D]El)’til,‘}lﬂ{]
to develop potential junior champions.
In other words, “teach the teachers.”

10

Consequently, some of the greatest
championship players in the United
States and the world were contacted.
They only too gladly approved of the
scheme and donated freely of their
time and talents. A “Badminton
Workshop™ of the Los Angeles Coun-
ty ‘Teachers Institute No. 5514 came
into being. Among the above-referred
to players were: Mr. Joseph Cameron
Alston (Joe), Mrs. Joseph Cameron
Alston (Lois), Mrs. Hulet Smith
(god-mother and sponsor of recrea-
tional Junior Badminton in Southern
California), Mr. Wynn Rogers and
several others, including Virginia Hill
and the late Ken Davidson.

All of these peerless players have
been, or are, National, International,
State and Sectional Champions in all
events, time and time again. Their offi-
cial titles are terrific, galore and too
many to accurately enumerate here.

The results of all of this prelimi-
nary work was that there was a tre-
mendous increase in the number of
junior players, and at the end of each
scholastic year a South Area Junior
Badminton T'ourney was held which
was co-sponsored by the Compton 20-
30 Club and the Recreation, Health,

and  Athletic  Department  of  the

Compton Union High School Dis-
trict. There were three divisions or
age groups: 18 years old and under;
15 years old and under; 13 years old
and under, There have been over 600
players participating in each of the
last several years in over 650 matches
annually.

‘T'he winners at Compton then go
to Pasadena to compete against the
winners in that area, and the ex-'entua'l
winners become the Southern (;ﬂll-
fornia Junior Badminton Champions.
The over-all aspect of these activities
in the South Area Tourney show that
there is a noticeable increase by high
school girls in the “18 years old and
under” group in both singles and dou-
bles. Also there is a much broader
representation of schools than ever be-
fore, including 20 secondary schools
and two collegiate entries still under
age.

Some of these players have won the
crown of Southern California Junior
Badminton Champion, and this area
hopes to be able to see several ?f 1ts
best players back at the United States
Junior National Championships held
at Grosse Poine, Michigan, on March
24-26, 1956.

(Continuel on Page 13)
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[Di€aon BADMINTON EQUIPMENT

Wilson Badminton Rackets are the finest in |

the game. Expertly designed for those
who demand the best for a fast,
smashing game. Available Wi

in all price ranges.

||||

At your dealers. /

filson Tournament Shuttlecocks offer Cham-
jonship quality and economy of cost. Extra
srformance is built right into every Wilson

wttlecock, with precision balance for win- :

: ) i cock has been consistently
ing play. The Tourament is constructed with adorted (tormze I Nakional ‘and
hite goose feathers in a selected kid base Sectional A.B.A. Championships.
r longer life. Play it and YOU'LL KNOW WHY.

Wilson

LY | ] © .
it's Wilson today in sports equipment
WILSON SPORTING GOODS CO., CHICAGO e Offices in New York, San Francisco and 26 other principal cities

: Fo
FOR 4 SM, s”lﬂc

The Wilson Tournament Shuttle-

CHES ISAACS
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'wo Compton Juniors
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Tenth National Junior
Championships

Grosse Pointe, Michigan

A reminder! Housing for all con-
testants in the 1956 Junior Nationals
will begin Friday, March 23rd, and
include Monday night, March 26th.
Housing will be in private homes and
transportation to and from airport,
train or bus will be arranged IF you
have carefully filled out your entry
blank. IF you did not indicate the
time of arrival and where, write im-
mediately to Hans Rogind, 1360 Sew-
ard, Detroit 2, Mich.

A blanket fee of $10 has been set
up for food and should have been sent
in with your entry. Parents may avail
themselves of this blanket fee if they
wish. However, the committee must
know in advance.

Parents are urged to stay at the
WHITTIER, Burns Drive at the
River, Detroit 14, Mich. The Whit-
tier 1s within walking distance of the
Grosse Pointe High School and is the
official hotel for the tournament.

TENTATIVE PROGRAM—
Friday, March 23rd: Registration of
players and parents for both tourna-
ments (the under “15” and Junior
National ) at the High School between
2 p.m. and 9 p.m. Housing will be
assigned at this time, and each player
will be given the time of his first two
scheduled matches.

A practice session and a get-ac-

quainted party 1s planned for the eve-
ning.

SATURDAY, March 24th: Play
starts at 9 a.m. with the last match
scheduled at g p.m. An informal party
featuring movies and music will be
held at the Grosse Pointe War Me-

morial from 9:30 to 12 p.m.

SUNDAY, March 25th: Play is
scheduled to start at 10 a.m. The
Annual ABA luncheon will be at 12
noon. All contestants are urged to

attend this annual affair of fun and
information.

A sight-seeing trip is planned for
[:45 p.m.; at 4:30 the finals of the
15 and under tournament will be
played off. At 6:30 p.m. the semi-
finals of the junior tournament will
be played.

MONDAY, March 26th: 9:30
a.m., a bus leaves for a tour through
the Ford River Rouge Plant. Play for
fun time will be between 3 and 5 p.m.,
dinner from 5 to 6:30, and the finals
will start at 6:30.

I2

TUESDAY, March 27th: A bunch
of tired, but happy, kids will thank
their hostesses and head for home via
buses, trains, airplanes and private
cars.

REMEMBIER
—The blanket fee for your food!
—The contestants are to wear
white clothing!
—Have a good time!
—To be a good sport; win or lose!

@

-

all

7”7,

N

Travel Plan For Juniors
Helen Mcleod

The plan which we have used with
considerable success in the Minnesota
District Association iIn transporting
our entrants to out-of-town tourna-
ments—namely, driving them in pri-
vate cars—was a device somewhat
forced on us by necessity rather thap
the result of a preconceived plan. [t
doubtless stemmed from interest ip
badminton aroused when we had the
National Tournament here in Minne-
apolis some six years ago.

At that time we had no players
above very mediocre caliber—and nat-
urally none of national rank. All we
had was a fairly solid nucleus of in-
terested kids who had little else byt
enthusiasm for the game.

By the time the following year’s
tournament rolled around, we were
in much the same position with a fair
sized group of interested hard-work-
ing youngsters — all anxious to take

(Continued on Page 16)

THE WHITTI

BURNS DRIVE AT THE RIVER

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

(Overlooking Canada)

\ 4

Uournament

ﬂeadquarteré

Junior National Badminton Championships

March 23-24-25.26, 1956

NEAREST HOTEL TO GROSSE POINTE HIGH SCHOOL
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when it comes off

\/ Strngs
Genuine Gut, of course!
ASK YOUR STRINGER

VICTOR SPORTS, Incorporated, Chicago 32, lllinois

BADMINTON
(Continued from Page 7)

The player serving first serves from
the right court to the service court
diagonally opposite and if serve is won
the server moves to the left court and
serves to the diagonally opposite serv-
ice court. This alternating of court
sides for serving continues throughout
the game.

In doubles both partners serve be-
fore a side loses service, except on the
first service of the game, in which case
only one partner is allowed to serve
and he continues serving until a serv-
ice is lost, In ensuing play each part-
ner retains the service as long as he
continues to win points before passing
the service on to his partner. When
the service is lost, partners stay on
their respective sides as they are at the
time, regardless of where they were
when the game began.

. ]'n doubles, the first serve in every
Inning 1s made by the player in the
right hand court. In singles, only the
first service of the game must be made
from the right hand court.”I'hereafter,
the player making the service delivers
it from either right hand or left hand
court, depending on the score. 1f it is

I\’IAI{CH-AI'!{IL, 1956
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O or an even number he serves from
the right side; if odd or uneven he
serves from the left.

[f a service is good, play continites
until the bird falls to the floor out-
side the court dimensions or touches
the floor inside the court.

REMEMBER, in badminton,
unlike tennis, you only make points
while you are serving. When your op-
ponent Is serving, your object 1s to win
the serve from him so that you can
serve and score,

T'he server and the player served to
must stand within the limits of their
respective service-courts (as bounded
by the short and long service, the cen-
tral, and side lines), and some part
of both feet of these players must re-
main in contact with the ground in a
stationary position until the service 1s
delivered. A foot on or touching a line
in the case of either the server or the
receiver shall be held to be outside his
service-court. T'he respective partners
may take up any position, provided
they do not unsight or otherwise ob-
struct an opponent,

If a player has a chance of striking
the shuttle in a downward direction
when quite near the net, his opponent
must not put up his racket near the
net on the chance of the shuttle re-
bounding from it.

A player may, however, hold up his
racket to protect his face from being
hit if he does not thereby block his op-
ponent.

COMPTON JUNIORS

(Continued from Page 10)

IFacilities for playing are available
every luesday evening under the di-
rection of Mr, Ches Isaacs at the
Compton High School Gymnasium in
Compton, Calif. During the summer
months the courts are also available
during the daytime with other activi-
ties going on simultaneously.

[t 15 from individual groups and
organizations such as these that will
develop our future State and National
champions and will eventually make
it possible for us to gain and retain
the Sir George A. Thomas Trophy
which is emblematic of victory in
world-wide international competition.
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JOE ALSTON

Helms Hall of Fame
Awards

Jack van Praag, Chairman
National Publicity Committee

All of us who have the best inter-
ests of badminton at heart were
thrilled at the announcement that the
Helms Hall Board had decided to
create a Helms Hall Badminton Hall
of Fame, thus placing badminton with
the many other sports so honored.
T'his recognition came about after
long and patient efforts on the part
of your publicity committee and very
kind cooperation on the part of W. R.
“Bill” Schroeder, managing director
of the Helms Hall Athletic Founda-
tion. First recognition came last May
when Joe Alston was chosen Athlete
of the Month by the Helms Founda-
tion which has so honored top athletes
from all parts of the United States.
Joe was chosen for his outstanding
achievement in bringing the United
States singles title back to this coun-
try by defeating LEddy Choong, de-
fending champion, at Long Beach,
California, last April.

At that time information regarding
the top U.S. badminton players of all
time was furnished by the National
Publicity Committee to Bill Schroe-
der in the hope that badminton might
find its way into the Helms Founda-
tion “Hall of Fame” along with such
big time sports as baseball, football,
basketball, etc.

14

May 2s5th a letter was received
from Bill requesting a personal inter-
view to discuss the possibility of cre-
ating a Badminton Hall of Fame to
honor four or five outstanding bad-
minton champions. After much dis-
cussion among the officers and the
executive committee of the American
Badminton Association it was decided
that there were seven outstanding
all-time United States badminton
champions worthy of being included
in the mnitial awards should the Helms
Foundation see fit to create a Bad-
minton Hall of Fame.

RECIPIENTS OF

Sl h

WYNN ROGERS

After months of correspondence
and personal phone calls the Helms
Foundation Board of Directors heart-
ily approved of the seven names se-
lected by the American Badminton
Association Board of Directors. The
creation of the Badminton Hall of
Fame was approved and the names of
the seven original selections have been
engraved on the perpetual Badminton
Hall of Fame Trophy. Awards to
each individual have been made at ap-
propriate ceremonies.

The Helms Hall Board which so
signally honored badminton consists
of Paul H. Helms, Chairman; W.R.
“Bill” Schroeder, Managing Direc-
tor; Ned Cronin, L.A. Times; George
T.Adams, Sports Editor, L.A. Herald
and Express; Rube C. Samuelsen,
Sports Editor, Pasadena Star-News;
Al Santoro, Sports Editor, L.A. Ex-
aminer ; Sid Ziff, Sports Editor, L.A.
Daily Mirror; Paul B. Zimmerman,
Sports Editor, L.A. Times, and the
late Grantland Rice, honorary mem-
ber of the Board.

Four men and three women were
cited in the original elections to the
Helms Hall Badminton Hall of Fame.
The seven famed badminton cham-
pions thus honored were Joseph O
Alston, South Pasadena, Calif.; Dr.
David G. Freeman, San Diego, Calif.;
Walter Kramer, Moscow, Idaho; T.
Wynn Rogers, Arcadia, Calif.; Mrs.
Bertha Barkhuff Byerly, Santa Bar-
bara, Calif.; Miss Ethel Marshall,

Birp CHATTER




THELMA WELCOME

- Buffalo, N.Y., and Mrs. Thelma Wel-
come, Glendale, Calif.

. The outstanding records upon which
the original (1956) selections were
‘made follow:

Joseph C. Alston—U.S. National

Singles champion, 1951, 1955; U.S.
National Doubles champion, 19571,
1952, 1953, 1955; U.S. National
Mixed Doubles champion, 1953, 1954 ;
‘Member U.S.A. Thomas Cup Team,
1952, 1955.
. Dr. David G. Freeman—U.S. Na-
tional Singles champion, 1939, 1940,
1041, 1942, 1947, 1948, 1953; U.5.
National Doubles champion, 1940,
1941, 1942, 1947, 1948 ; All-England
Singles champion, 1949.; U.S. Na-
tional Mixed Doubles champion, 1940,
1941, 1942 ; Member U.S.A. Thomas
Cup Team, 1949.

Walter Kramer — U.S. National
Singles champion, 1937-1938 (a top
player prior to the establishment of
‘the National Tournament).

T. Wynn Rogers—U.S. National
' Doubles champion, 1948, 1949, 1950,
1951, 1952, 1953, 1955; U.S. Nation-
al Doubles champion, 1947, 1949,
1950, 1951, 1952, 1955; Member of
U.S.A. Thomas Cup T'eam, 1949,
1952, 1955.

Myrs. Bertha Barkhuff Cunningham
—U.S. National Singles champion,
1937, 1938 U.S. National Doubles
champion, 1937, 1939; U.S. Nation-
al Mixed Doubles champion, 1937,
1938.

MaArcr-Arrin, 1956

Miss Ethel Marshall—U.S. Na-
tional Singles champion, 1947, 1948,
1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953; U.S.
National Doubles champion, 1952.

Mrs. Thelma Kingsbury Welcome
—U.S. National Singles champion,
1941; U.S. National Doubles cham-
pion, 1941, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950;
All-England Singles champion, 1936,
1937; All-England Doubles cham-
pion, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936; All-
England Mixed Doubles champion,
1937.

Subsequent yearly elections will be
held at which time one or two names
will be considered to be added to those
originally selected. We heartily con-
eratulate these seven great champions
who have been honored and sincerely
hope that these future yearly awards
will serve as an added incentive to our
present outstanding top players.

[f in service or during a rally, a
shuttle, after passing over the net, 1s
caught in or on the net, it is a “let.”
When a “let” occurs, the play since
the last service shall not count and
the player who served shall serve
again,
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BERTHA BYERLY

National Publicity
Committee News

Jack van Praag

Hardly of earth-shaking importance
but it is interesting to learn that there
is a Badminton Street in Whittier,
California. Oddly enough, quite a few
people living on this street have bad-
minton courts and use them.

¥ k%

In locating some of the seven peo-
ple who have been elected to receive
the Helms Hall Badminton Hall ot
Fame awards, Tim Royce, former
ABA president, writes that our first
ladies’ singles national champion, Ber-
tha Barkhuft Cunningham, was mar-
ried last summer to Oliver Byerly and
is now living in Santa Barbara, Calif.
With her also are her two children.

5.0.8S.
chairman
complete his
Urgently

Your publicity committee
IS very anxious to try to
file of Bird Chatter.
needed are copies of Bird
Chatter dated prior to February,
1946. 1If any of you accumulators
have earlier copies that you are will-
ing to part with for a good cause,
please send to Jack H. van Praag,
905 So. Los Robles Ave., Pasadena,
Calif. Will gladly reimburse you for
postage. Many thanks. '

* K ok

ra

I'he LEncyclopedia Brittanica and
the American People’s Encyclopedia
both contain a very interesting ac-
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count on Badminton. Information is
furnished yearly for their Yearbooks to
bring records up to date. The World
Almanac 1s another of many period-
icals which are kept up to date on
Badminton records and accomplish-

ments.
* ok K

John Poong, a valued member of
the National Publicity Committee, is
hard at work organizing a Chinese
Badminton Club in Chinatown in San
Francisco. Johnny, incidentally, is an
interpreter for the United States Gov-
ernment, where his knowledge of the
Orental language 1s invaluable to

Uncle Sam.

* % %

Five ot the seven All Time United
States badminton champions elected
to the Helms Hall Badminton Hall
of Fame were present at the Southern
California Open Badminton Tourna-
ment at Long Beach, California, on
February 19th to receive their Hall
of Fame Awards. Personally present
to make the presentations was Bill
Schroeder, managing director of the
Helms Athletic Foundation, who also
exhibited the beautiful Badminton
Hall of Fame Trophy which will re-
main permanently in the Helms Hall
of Fame.Those receiving their awards
were Joe Alston, Dr. Dave Freeman,
Wynn Rogers, Bertha Barkhuff Byer-
ly, and Thelma Kingsbury Welcome.
Walter Kramer and Ethel Marshall
will also receive their awards at suit-
able ceremonies. Congratulations to
these fine champions who have been
honored and who have brought honor
to badminton.

*  xX

Page 37 of the January, 1956, issue
of Coronet Magazine contains a very
interesting badminton quote by Dr.
Dave Freeman in connection with an
article on “Low Pressure Sports.” It
makes interesting reading and pro-

vides good food for thought.
¥ % %

The Pasadena Sports Ambassadors,
a very fine civic organization, chose
Valentine’s Day to honor feminine
celebrities of the sports world. Inas-
much as this is an Olympic year they
decided to give their guests a preview
of some of our country’s representa-
tives. Among those honored were Lols
Alston, accompanied by her husband
Joe, to represent badminton. As one
of badminton’s favorite couples, Lois
and Joe have done much to build good
will and to give favorable publicity to
badminton,
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TRAVEL PLAN FOR JUNIORS

(Continued from Page 12)

part in the tournament — but few
having means to pay his or her own
expenses on an extended trip and none
of sufficiently high standard of play
to justify individual financial backing
by our association.

Facing this situation, the idea of
using private family cars—on a shared
expenses basis was born and the re-
sults of the first such venture were so
good that we have used this plan ever
since and expect to continue it this
year.

The advantages of such a plan, as
we see 1t, are many. Among the most
important are:

1. Reduced Expenses. The cost of
sending one or two top ranking par-
ticipants by plane or railroad is far
greater than taking a carload lot by
the plan we have developed using fam-
ily automobiles.

2. Increased Number of Partici-
pants. By using family cars, the num-
ber of participants can be increased
materially—and most importantly pro-
mote the game more widely among
the junior group.

3. Increased Interest and Incentive.

This fact of itself creates interest and °

stimulates incentive for improved play
in a relatively large junior group as
all know that a reasonable degree of
application and proficiency — rather
than individual and outstanding star
performance—will at least assure con-
sideration for the trip. Such incentive
has disclosed several players of other-
wise hidden potential.

4. Broadened Participation Base.
This 1dea has also served to cause in-
terest in badminton to spread beyond
any one school, group, or club to be-
come somewhat city or inter-city wide.
The group which we hope to send to
Detroit this year will be representa-
tive of several T'win City schools.

5. Sportsmanship. The width of
participation base and lack of support-
ing individual star players only tends,
we feel, toward the democratic and
sportsmanship principles for which
badminton stands.

6. Parental Interest and Support.
T'his plan, by its nature, necessitates
interest and participation on the part
of parents and parental groups—some-
times on the part of those who previ-
ously have known nothing about the
game and who have never played
themselves. It is amazing how much
support can be assured from parents
interest in the activities of their kids,
We feel that adult, and particularly

parental interest is vital to bringing
the sport along.

7. Character and Friendship Build-
ing. We have found that the plan we
have used has enabled us to broaden
the travel experience, improve the
character and build lasting and varie(
friendships for our youngsters wher-
ever they have gone. We believe that
this 1s important.

If you have been patient enough
to bear with me this far, you will
doubtless be interested 1n some of the
technical aspects of this form of trans-
portation. Among these are the fol-
lowing:

A. Adult Attendants. We Iinsist
that one or more parents or intereste
adults ride (or preferably drive) in
each car at all times.

B. Group Travel. Unless there is
some good reason to the contrary we
like to have the cars drive together—
within sight of each other in case any
car trouble develops. This is not Im-
perative but we have found it desir-

able.

C. Shifting Loads. In order to avoid
the formation of cliques and assure a
thorough mixing of participants, we
have made 1t a rule that about every
200 miles—or at some convenient stop
—the riders are juggled around or
shifted so that no one except the
drivers ride the whole trip in the
same car.

D. Quiet Periods. 1f you have rid-
den any extended time with a load of
high school kids, I don’t need to tell
you that things get pretty wild and
hectic. Hence, for the benefit of both
the youngsters and drivers, we insist
that if the trip involves a full day’s
travel or more, there be a quiet period
for one full hour mid-morning and
mid-afternoon. During this the kids
must simply relax or snooze, but must
not talk, sing, or make any noise.

E. Early Arrival. In spite of 1its
advantages, travel of over 1,000 miles
in a strange private car is sometimes
exhausting .We have found it advan-
tageous for that reason to have our
gang arrive at the tournament city a
full day before they are expected to
play. This may be a little hard on
their hosts but, after all, it happens
only once over several years.

F. Meals, Travel Accommod (:rf'a ns,
en Route. Youngsters are permitted
to take some food with them if they
wish. This is usually in the form of
sandwiches or fruits. They are not,
however, to litter up the cars or eat
while driving. Other than that an at-
tempt Is made to see that they get a
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i TOP-FLITE SHUTTLECOCK
| A.B.A. approved

Top-rank championship bird.
16 selected uniform feathers,
rounded or pointed.

What’s your Choice?

Steel Shaft?
Wood shaft?

/.. = 3
Choose a Spalding for the best. The Purcell Personal a
racket is a point getting bat for championship play. f LT j
It features a steel shaft with wide cord bindings at ; T A TS

the throat and handle. The Wisp is another top-
quality bat with a slim wood shaft. Both rackets fea-
ture laminated frames of selected white and red ash
with overlay reinforced throats and shoulders. Tan
top-grade perforated leather handles and attractive
finishes complete these outstanding rackets.

See your Spalding dealer for a complete line of
rackets, nets, presses, boxed 2 and 4 racket sets and
shuttlecocks of all types.

CSPALDING

Sets the pace in Badminton

Wispe

PurceLL PERsoONAL ¢
(slim wood shaft)

(light steel shaft)

good balanced diet at inexpensive res- After this plan has been started, it §77 " nrrn s U T nrrrrrnaneee

taurants along the way. becomes somewhat self-perpetuating. THE
If overnight stops are involved, the Th1s_ is because the enthusmsm,.spaf'kle 1955 - 1956
travel plan is laid out in advance with ~and interest of the youngsters is high- HAND BOOK
each night’s destination pre-arranged, ly contagious and spreads to the adults £ th
and clean inexpensive accommodations a8 well. A;? a I'I'lﬂttCIj'}Of fact, we have of the
provided. Generally weé have found often had “repeaters’” among the adult . B. F.
that expenses can be reduced by sleep- drwers—but.we have tf‘?d to spread (International Badminton
Ing four persons per room. the chappromng and driving among a Federation)
G. Travel Expense. The cost of fairly wide group also to broaden the fonkioTas
I A l 1 a5 . interest still further. *
1€ rip and the method o paying Complete Records
~ for it is worked out in the following of
manner : ' Thomas Cup Ties
First, the total mileage involved is FLASH! National Fhamplonshlps
calculated. Using this as a base, a . Inl'ernah?nal Matches
reasonable figure is developed as to Connecticut International Players
. }: l 3 f Il t . . . -
the quality of gas and oil which will of all coun "e:nsdmce inception
b{: consumed per car. "T'his cost Is then Badm|nfon Assoc|at|on Rules and Regulations
divided by the number of riders—each of
uf'wlnch is charged his share, "T'his is has set a QOOI Thomas Cup
paid to the car owner at the outset Uber Cup
(no payment is made to the car owner of x
for depreciation or any unforeseen Over 250 pages illustrated
contingencies such as punctures, etc.) #0c post paid from
That i o e IGTINGS; G $500 The Honorary Secretary
| 1at 18 chargeable to good will. H. A. E. SCHEELE
| Meals and accommodations en route for the ' The _
- are paird by cach rider who can spend I“te"“a;'odnal Badminton
as much or as little as he wishes, Par- ederation
ents or adult attendants pay all their Uber Cup Fund >3 Westwood Hill,

OWIN EXPenses, London S. E. 26, England

- Marcr-Avrin, 1956
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Baltimore Badminton

I l_.I + 4 =

Few things are more interesting
and rewarding than taking part in the
Junior Development program of any
sport, and few, 1f any, officers or or-
ganizers work harder, and none work
more successfully, than does Mrs.
Richard L. Ball, Junior Chairman of

the Maryland Badminton Association.

Organizing four classes in two gyms
every Saturday, the State Champion-
ships in the Under 18, Under 15, and
Under 13 divisions, a Girls’ Inter-
scholastic Champion Tournament, and
the large and important Eastern Open
Tournament held during Christmas
week, are only the parts of Margaret
Ball’s work which show on the sur-
face. For weeks before the season
starts the Ball phone rings constantly
with inquiries about the classes, then
applications must be mimeographed
and mailed out, and replies filed.
Committees are formed, briefed and
set in motion, and the classes with

their supervisors and volunteer coaches

organized and smoothly run. This is
Margaret Ball’s contribution to Mary-
land badminton, and one which she
has been giving whole-heartedly and
with the greatest efficiency for the past
four years. Every tournament is run
with low entry fees, but with a snack-
bar (to which most of the food has
been donated) in the lounge or lobby,
so that every tournament makes a
profit. During the last four years the
Junior Fund has gradually grown so

that it now sends the better Juniors
to the Nationals, representing a strong
and healthy Junior movement.
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and the Ball Family

Margaret Ball is a member of the
Baltimore Badminton Club and plays
“congenial” badminton once a week.
Never a star badminton player, she
was a first-class swimmer in her youth
and only became interested in badmin-
ton when her daughter Virginia, also
a fine swimmer and horse-woman,
started playing the game at Notre
Dame of Maryland School and joined
the Saturday morning classes, some
ten years ago. Virginia graduates from
Sargent this year and will teach phys-
ical education at the Bryn Mawr
School in Baltimore next Fall. Inci-
dentally, three girl Junior champions
claim Bryn Mawr as their Alma
Mater, and so does Mrs. Ball herself.
Virginia has played very little bad-
minton during the past few years but
was a nationally ranked Junior, and
her friends hope to see her taking ‘up
the game again seriously next season.

Son, Dick, is a sophomore at Loyola
College in Baltimore, where he is ma-
joring in Physics. He, too, is an ex-
cellent swimmer and also plays tennis,
but badminton is undoubtedly his best
game. A serious threat to the leading
East Coast players, we all expect to
see Dick’s name on the list of Mary-
land champions in the near future.

And how about Dick Senior? Play-
ing football and basketball at school
but never having tried his hand at
badminton, nevertheless Dick, Sr.,
takes a great interest in Margaret's
work and his offspring’s activities. A
member of the General Services Ad-
ministration, he commutes to Wash-
ington, D.C., every day, and has
brought an inspiring orderliness to the
Junior proceedings. He schedules the
play for all Junior tournaments, and
‘has worked out a fool-proof method
for the drawing of the Interscholastic
tournament (in which each school en-
ters a team of four girls, no girl can
meet a schoolmate before the quarter-
finals and the best players are seeded).
He has also perfected an “order of

play” for the Under 13 Round Robin
State Tournament.

While Margaret Ball is the Junior
Chairman she is backed by her entire
family. She protests that without
Dick, Sr.’s help and advice she would
be an inefhcient chairman—which we
doubt, though his contribution has
been as great as hers. Young Dick not
only helps at the Junior tournaments,
but finds time to coach some of the
boys’ classes on Saturdays and is prob-

ably partly responsible for the recent
great increase in the number of boy
players, and the high standard of
many of the younger ones. When she
is home, Virginia also lends a helping
hand, particularly during the Easterp
Open Tournament, when the Bj]]
home on Falls Road Terrace is the
meeting place for all out-of-town con-
testants, where they are immediately
made to feel welcome and as like as
not fed—some forty-five strong. Vir-
ginia helps with all this, meets trains
and even takes care of some of the
umpiring and shuttle sales at the gym.

It is difficult to define the appea]
of the Ball family. They are a closely
knit family unit, thoroughly efficient
in all they do, yet never ofhcious. They
give whole-heartedly of their time and
talents, yet never talk about it. Mar-
garet and Dick, Sr., are always gra-
cious, impartial, and see the humorous
side of many little incidents which
occur during the season, and are able
to laugh with the children and never
at them. Their judgment when handed
down 1s always fair.

Junior Badminton in Baltimore has
flourished under the Ball chairman-
ship and all the Juniors, both past and
present, will want to join with the
Seniors in saying ‘“Thank you, Mors.
B., well done!”

1956 BIRD CHATTER ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTION REPORT

State — Number of Subscriptions
Missourl 11
New Hamp. 1

Alabama - B
Arizona 5
California

211 New Jersey 14
Colorado 3 New York 62
Connecticut 46 No. Carolina 6
Delaware 4 No. Dakota 2
Dist. of Col. 6 Ohio 25
Florida 5 Qklahoma 4
Georgia 8 Oregon 12
I1linois 74  Pennsylvama 35
Indiana 17 Rhode Island 4
lowa 2 South Carolina I
Kansas 2 Tennessee 7
Kentucky 3 Texas LS
Louisiana 3 Utah I
Maine 3 Vermont I
Maryland 29 Virginia 10
Mass. 181 Washington 30
Michigan 173 West Virginia 3
Minnesota 12 Wisconsin 15

Mississippi 4
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CALIFORNIA

The Twenty-First Annual Cali-
-~ fornia State Badminton Tournament
- will be held on March 16, 17 and 18,
at the Olive Recreation Center in
. Burbank. For information write to
Virgima Hill, 460 Spencer St., Glen-
R dale 2, Calif.

Odds and Ends from California

Helen Tibbetts

It looks as though California will
be well represented at the National
Tourney 1n Philadelphia in April.
Making plans for the trip are Lois
and Joe Alston, Thelma and Claude
Welcome, Dottie Hann, Beulah By-
master, Connie Davidson, Jean Gibbs,
Wynn Rogers, Mannie Armendariz,
Jack van Praag, Mike Hartgrove, and
Dick Fleming and Roy Lockwood,
the National Veterans Champions.
Some non-playing representatives will
be Helen van Praag and Spencer and
Marguerite Miller, the Bird Chatter
- slaves. (Helen Tibbetts will be there,
t0o. )

. . . The February outbreak of exhi-
bitions is on—even Skeeter Erikson 1s
. out playing in them again.

. . .. Oregon’s Russ Hill is said to be
" heading south for the California State
. Tourney 1in mid-March.
. . . Have you noticed the abundance
of chess games between (and some-
- times instead of) badminton games?
If chess fever hasn’t hit your club—
be glad.
.. .. Ronnie Miller, now at Occiden-
- tal College on an athletic scholarship,
is doing some badminton coaching
= around school.
... The story has gotten around that
Chet Goss may take up badminton
again.
| Have you tried the new game
- called “Smash”? Dave Freeman In-
troduced it to the Pasadena area.
. . .. San Fernando has gained a citi-
zen, Frank Gaylord, an avid shuttle
fan from Spokane, Washington.
. . . Claude and Thelma Welcome
are about to move into a beautiful
new home in Glendale, 954 Rose-
mount Road (with swimming pool
yet).

* K %
WEDDINGS in January:

Betty Cook and Alan Mahaffey
were married in Pasadena on January
21. Marlene Gregory became Mirs.
John Noble on January 28, in Reno,
Nevada, Warren Peterson and Mar-
lene Hansen tied the knot in Los An-
geles on the 21st. Congratulations all
around,.

Marcr-Aprin, 1956

CLEAN SWEEP FOR ALSTONS

Lois and Joe Alston won six events
as the Fourth Annual Dr. Dave Free-
man Tournament closed in San Diego
recently.

The tournament was run in three
flights, A-B-C, with local Birdie Bust-
ers carning the lion’s share of the tro-
phies in reacning the finals in all
events. Results follow :

L.S.—Lois Alston def. T'helma Welcome
11-7, 12-11. M.S.—Joe Alston def. Dick
Mitchell, 15-9, 15-8. L.D.—Alston-Bymas-
ter def. Hann-Welcome, 15-3, 15-7. M.D.
—Alston-Rogers def. Berry-Mitchell, 15-
13, 15-11. Mx.D.—Alston-Alston def. Rog-
ers-Hann, 8-15, 18-17, 18-17. Vet.D.—Kir-
by-Erkkila def. Janes-Giles, 17-15, 1-15,

17-14.

“’B"" Flight
[..S.—Diane Ivie def. Ramona Gunner,
$-11, 11-7. M.S.—Don Connors def. Dick
van Praag, 15-7, 15-9. L.D.—Ivie-Phillips
def. Gwinnett-Tucker, 15-11, 18-13. M.D.
—Paup-Ebenkamp def. van Praag-Con-
ners, 11-15, 15-2, 15-7. Mx.D.—van Praag-
Cook def. Searle-Knight, 15-12, 15-11.
Vet.D.—Giles-Janes def. J. van Praag-
Conn, 15-10, 15-12.
’C"" Flight
L.S.—Ardyce Carr def. Virginia Greene,
12-11, 7-11, 11-6. M.S.—Alfred Hales def.

Ken Conn, 15-4, 15-9. L.D.—Shaw-Shaw

def. Carr-Greene, 15-12, 18-15. M.S.—
Janes - Moore def. Lyon - Wilson, 15-5,
Mx.D.—Baker-Gwinnett def. Aux-

15-3.

ier-Greene, 15-1, 15-6. Vet.D.—Poong-
O’Meara def. Auxier-Widstrup, 15-14,
15-6.

Sure Footing will Improve Your Game!

oy, 5 Bt

TOP-SIDER RACQUET OXFORD

Supporting Arch Cushion
Loose Duck Lined

Men’s sizes 4—14.
White $8.95

Loose Duck Lined
Men’s sizes 5—14.
Women's sizes 245 —10.
Navy or white $8.95
Junior sizes 1Yo —414.
Navy $7.95

Sperry Top-Siders,
Fastest Growing Shoes in
Top Competition!

The tougher the competition, the more

important footwork becomes...that’s why
more and more top-flight players, pro and
amaleur alike, are switching to Top-Siders.

Top-Sider’s famous “Squeegee Slits”
cling on every court surface...

release instantly for fast
footwork, yet allow full
frecedom even in the
[astest action.

Top-Sider “Squeegee Slits”
oive perfect traction...
cannol harm court
surfaces.

SURE FOOTED SAFETY FOR EVERY
SURFACE, WET OR DRY!

Write for Style Folder FREE! SPerry TOP'Sider 18 Main Street, Beacon Falls, Conn.
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Mass. Encourages

Tournament Entries
(From the News Letter)

Of special interest to all players is
the announcement by this Association
of a tournament team trophy to be
awarded to the club winning the
greatest number of points in the D,
C, and B tournaments combined. The
rules governing the awarding of such
a trophy are as follows:

Rules

1. One point for each entry. Individ-
uals entering more than one event
shall receive points equal to the
number of events entered.

2. One point for every singles match
won.

3. One point for every doubles match
won. Split entries, a team made up
of players from different clubs,
shall divide the point,

4. Points shall be given for wins in
all rounds of play.

5. The club accumulating highest
point total in the State B, C, and
D tournaments shall be declared
winner of the team trophy.

Awards

1. The tournament committee will
add up points gained by each M BA
member club.

2. A tournament-by-tournament re-
port of standings will be mailed to
MBA member clubs by the tour-
nament committee,

3. A perpetual trophy will be sup-
plied by the MBA to be retained
by the winner for one year.

4. A permanent trophy will be pre-
sented to the winning club. This
trophy will be purchased from
tournament receipts.

5. The tournament committee shall
review the above rules at the end
of the 1956 season.

(From News Letter)

Dick Slauer, Vice-President of the
M assachusetts Badminton Association,
has obtained from Ingland some ex-
cellent instruction and general infor-
mation on badminton charts, If your
club hasn't one as yet, contact Dick
and make arrangements with him for
one. Charts will also be sent to schools
and colleges upon request to MBA.

Al Warner has over fifty enthusi-
astic juniors playing in Needham, Don
Richardson over twenty at Waban,

20
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with Tedesco and Gut’n Feathers also
contributing many youngsters to this
important and interesting part of the
game.

You can help the juniors in your
club — encourage them to play and
play with them. As an incentive for
juniors to improve their game, the
MBA has voted to award a Massa-
chusetts Junior Emblem to those jun-
iors who reach the semi-final rounds
of the Massachusetts Junior Cham-
pionships.

Warren Brooks, president of the
Wisconsin State Badminton Associa-
tion, last year, 1s now residing in Cam-
bridge, Mass. He hopes to renew seri-
ous play as a member of the Univer-
sity Club of Boston. He ranked No. 3
in his association but smilingly won-
ders if he can be a good “B” player
in this new area. Massachusetts can
use him not only as a player but as
an administrator for he 1s a good one.

WASHINGTON

(From the Badminton News)

The Inland Empire Tournament
will be held in Spokane again this
vear. The dates have not been defi-

nitely set but will probably be 1n late
March.

Tacoma is certainly active in bad-
minton this year, having many new
players to its credit. Tacoma looks
like a good spot for the Washington
State Closed Tournament this year.
How about it?

The Washington Athletic Club has
a badminton group of about 30 mem-
bers who play each week at Helen
Busch School. Some of the players are
Clarence and Olive Panzica, Joe and
Norma Johnson, Bill Carlyon, Dion
and Louise Routh and Dick and Elea-
nor Hayden. (How about some sub-
scriptions to Bird Chatter from this
group ?)

MARYLAND

Results of the Maryland State Open
Class “C” “T'ournament held in Bal-
timore January 16th through the 21st
are as follows:

L.S.—Sally Coulter def. Linda Windsor,
r1-1, 11-6, ML.S-Bill Hedrich def. Ed.
Dunning, 15-3, 15-10. L,D.—Windsor-
Coulter def, Dryden-Watson, 15-2, 15-5,
M.D.—Hedrich-Bartholow def. Dunning-
Wilson, 15-11, 15-3. Mx.D.—Hessey-les-
sey def, Dryden-Bartholow, 15-11, 15-11,

NEW YORK

The Metropolitan Badminton As-
sociation Championships were held at
the Westchester County Centre jn
White Plains, New York, the last of
January. Ralph Davidson of New
Jersey took the Men’s Singles event
by defeating Ted Jarrett of New
York, 15-6, 15-1. The Ladies’ Singles
were cancelled due to insufficient en-
try. Doris DeLord and Rosine Cape-
hart defeated Eleanor Ross and Stella
Taral in Ladies’ Doubles, 15-1, 10-13,
15-5. Sandy Hammel and Ceph Mon-
nett defeated Ed Shields and Larry
Howard, 15-8, 15-12, to win the
Men’s Doubles title.

Doris DeLord and Ralph David-
son teamed together to win the Mixed
Doubles event by defeating Eleanor
Ross and Max Schirmer, 15-8, 15-11.
Veterans Doubles found Ed Shields
and Pop Hinds the winners from
Larry Howard and Max Schirmer by
a score of 15-I1, 17-14.

RHODE ISLAND

Doris Cooper

The Annual Rhode Island Junior
Badminton Tournament will be held
at Warwick Veterans Memorial High
School, April 13, 14 and 15. The
Under 15 tournament will be the

" same week end at Lockwood Junior

High in Warwick. Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Downs are the chairmen and
a record number of entries is expected.
Each division will have the usual five
events with all the finals being played
at the high school.

The Fifth Annual Rhode Island
Open Badminton Tournament was
held this year on January 14th at the
Warwick Veterans Memorial High

School. Jack Cooper and Alex Me-
Whirter were co-chairmen.

A consolation round in both ladies
and men’s doubles proved popular and
a welcome addition to the tournament

‘this year. Results follow:

L.D.—Doris DeLord-Rosine Capehart
def. Wanda Bergman-Helen Gibson, 157,
15-11. M.D. — Robert VVarren-Don.al
OCallaghan def. Phil Blanchnrd-B_lll
Goodman, 15-10, 15-8. Mx.D.—Helen Gib-

son-Noel Fehm def. Capehart-Warren,
14~17, 1§-10, 17-14.
Consolation

L.D.—Janet Emeneger-Judy Seitz def.
Edna Perry-June Tinglof, 11-15, 17-14
15-5. M.D. — Howard Hopkinson-5am
Smyth def. Frank Conley-Jack McNeil,
1373y 1579:

Birp CHATTER
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OREGON
(From the OBA News Letter)

The Oregon Closed Tournament
was held February 14-16 and 19 with
seven events being run, including a
“Ladies’ Veterans”’ event — 38 was
the age for the gals. Seth George
acted as chairman and Flo Weidel as
secretary of the tournament commit-
LEE.

In recent balloting at Reed Bad-
minton Club, Maryanne Wolfe, Chuck
Corbin, and Odessa Reinke, were
elected President, Vice-President and
Secretary, respectively.

George Clinton provides trophies
for the Oregon Closed. As if he hadn’t
already done enough for Oregon bad-
minton with support of the News Let-
ter and active participation in OBA
tournaments, George has now donated
two beautiful Veterans perpetual tro-
phies for the Oregon Closed Tourna-
ment. T hey were contested for at the
tournament of February 14-19 for the
first time. George is media expert for
the Joseph H. Gerber Advertising
Agency.

Tentative dates for Oregon Open
are March 9-10-11. Look for more
news on this event soon. There will
be a handicap event in conjunction
with the Open.

Club News: Betty Rankin i1s on
crutches. News Letter and Bird Chat-
ter extend sympathy.

Russ, Jr., was born on October 17.
The proud parents are Mr, and Mrs.
Russ Hill, naturally; the Don Sun-
derleafs had a baby girl on November
8th, and according to Rita Muntz,
that is all the news from Portland.

MARYLAND

Another highly successful Eastern
Open Junior Badminton Tournament
was held the last of December at
Goucher College in Baltimore. Mr,
and Mrs, Richard L. Ball ably di-
rected the affair with assistance from
Virginia and Dick Ball, the Devlins,
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McDavid,
ﬁ‘-’] r. and Mrs, Richard Wood, Mrs.
Elmer Rudy, Linda Black, Jay Tis-
chinger, Ed Schmeiser and Norman
Windsor.,

IFifty out-of-town entrants brought
the entry to 105. Included were Allan
Massey and I£d Hreljac who is ranked
sccond in junior events in Canada.
Fhey come from Sudbury, Ontario.

Maren-Arvrin, 1956

Hreljac upset Russell Paquette, seeded
number one in the tournament after
a most exciting duel with Gary Mec-
Farlane, seeded second, in the semi-
finals.

In the “under 13” event two un-
seeded girls made an exceptionally
fine showing. Puss Pritchard of Mar-
blehead, Mass., defeated Patsy Hitch-
ens in the finals and in the “under 15”
event, Marilyn Marchant, Mass., de-
feated Faith Ferris in the finals. It
would seem that all of these girls will
bear watching in the future.

G.S.—McGregor Stewart def. Norma
Slauer, 11-0, 11-7. B.S.—Ed Hreljac def.
Russ Paquette, 15-11, 11-15, 18-13. G.D.—
Slauer-Stewart def. Barbara Prince-Mar-
tha West, 15-7, 15-8. B.D.—Paquette-Bill
Bryant def. Glen Hackett-Gary McFar-
lane, 15-18, 15-10, 15-4. Mx.D.—Marcia
Dotson-Bryant def. Stewart McFarlane,
15-7, 12-15, 15-6.

Under 15

G.S.—Marilyn Merchant def. Faith Fer-
ris, 11-5, 12-10. B.S.—John Schultz def.
Gary Nippes, 15-3, 5-15, 15-6.

Under 13

G.S.—Puss Pritchard def. Patsy Hitch-
ens, 11-5, 11-2. B.S.—John Snead def
Bruce Steinwald, 15-5, 15-4.

o

INTERNATIONAL JUNIOR
The United States lost to Canada

by a score of 8 to 7 in an International

Junior badminton match at the Uni-

versity of Minnesota Armory, Satur-
day, January 28. U.S. players were
from Detroit and the Twin Cities;
Canadian players came from the west-
ern provinces. Results:

Noreen Wicks (Can.) def. Joan Nelson
(U.S.), 11-5, 7-11, 12-10. Milton IHess
(Can.) def. Ken Jackson (U.S.), 1s5-3,
15-7. Bernice Cahoon (Can.) def. Marian
Meagher (U.S.), 11-9, 11-6. Jim Roy
(Can.) def. Ken Oberg (U.S.) 15-5, 17-
14. Virginia Hubbard (U.S.) def. Judy
Borland (Can.), 11-s5 r11-6. Bill Bryant
(U.S.) def. Brian McNamara (Can.), 15-
o, 15-2. Marcia Dotson (U.S.) def. Ann

Murray (Can.), r1-3, rr-ro. Russ Pa-
quette (U.S.) def. David Thompson
(Can.); Is-12; 15-3.
Doubles
Cahoon - Stuart  (Can.) def. Dotson-

Meagher (U.S.), 17-14, 15-11. Roy-Abra
(Can.) def. Oberg-Johnson (U.S.), 15-10,
15-5. Murray-Borland (Can.) def. Hub-
bard-Christensen (U.S.), 15-5, 13-18, 18-
16. Paquette-Bryant (U.S.) def. Thomp-
son-McNamara (Can.), 11-15, 15-2, 15-1,
Borland-Abra (Can.) def. Johnson-Chris-
tenson (U.S.), 15-9, 15-8. Paquette-Hub-
bard (U.S.) def. Murray-Thompson
(Can.), 15-1, 15-7. Bryant-Dotson (U.S.)
def. McNamara-Stuart (Can.), 15-8, 14-
18, 15-12,

ILLINOIS OPEN TOURNAMENT

L.S.—Abbie Rutledge def. Thelma Bur-
dick, 11-4, 11-5. M.S.—Ted Moehlmann
def. Vic Pritula, 15-12, 10-15, 15-1. L.D.—
Marshall-Massman def. Burdick-Coambs,
15-4, 15-8. M.D.—Boston-Moehlmann def.
Anderson-Pritula, 15-10, 15-3. Mx.D.—
Rutledge-Moehlman def. Connor-Ander-
son, 15-8, 10-15, 15-8. Vets.D.—Robinson-
Tiberi def. Gibbs-Prest, 15-9, 15-12.

OBJECTIVYES OF THE ABA

1. To promote and develop the game
of badminton in the United States.

2. To assist in the development of
clubs and associations.

3. To establish and uphold rules of
play and amateur status.

4. To conduct and manage all na-
tional tournaments.

5. To sanction all sectional and state
touranments.

6. To act as the United States au-
thority in any international tour-
naments.
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WHY?

Thelma Kingsbury Welcome

WHY DO I PLAY BADMIN-
TON? This is the nearest thing to
a $64,000 question I have ever been
asked! The problem is not because I
don’t know the answer, but because
I am not sure of expressing myself
adequately or afhrmatively enough.
Of course, there are moments when
[ ask myself “why do you STILL
play badminton?”’ !! but the answer
immediately hits me with considerable
force, because having once been faced
with the strong probability of forced
retirement from the game, I realize
that badminton represents a vital con-
centration of all the elements which
constitute my happiest self.

Badminton has been an education
to me, 1n some ways far beyond the
reach of academic studies and degrees
of learning. Fortunately I have only
experienced the game in the light of
what 1t has done FOR me, and can
honestly say that it has caused me no
heartbreaks or tears—on my own ac-
count. I have vet to overcome the
emotional strain of watching—with
bias—a badminton match. This I sel-
dom do, as the ultimate result of that
match will invariably bring forth tears
of joy or tears of condolence—uncon-
trollable and very embarrassing.

Playing badminton has given me
the utmost pleasure, not to be meas-

ured in a few glorious moments of
“sweet success” (good as it tastes!)
but through almost three decades of
my life, during which my defeats were
many.

In the first place, twenty-nine years
in the game have provided me with a
wealth of friends from many parts of
the world—the greatest of these being
a devoted husband! My correspond-
ence is always in a state of tardy neg-
lect, but friends remain patient and
understanding. Some of the finest of
these do not even play badminton, but
the game has been responsible for
many delightful associations.

In its mildest form, badminton
vields me healthful exercise and men-
tal relaxation—the perfect mood 1n
which to indulge a fine thirst and a
healthy appetite! More intensely ap-
plied, badminton challenges my com-
petitive spirit and strengthens my
powers of concentration; and at its
most strenuous, is the acid test of
physical endurance, acumen, and those
most difficult of qualities to possess—
patient and self-control.

WHY DO I PLAY BADMIN-
TON? . .. because it is all fun . . .
Re-creation in its true sense, provid-

ing the A to Z vitamin pill in my
life!

EXHIBITION MATCH

The San Fernando (Calif.) Tennis
and Badminton Club were hosts to
members and guests with an exhibi-
tion featuring several of the top play-
ers in the badminton world.

Participating in the matches were
Lois and Joe Alston, Mike Hartgrove,
Helen Tibbetts, Mannie Armendariz,
Ronnie Palmer and Wynn Rogers.

Wynn Rogers held a short clinic on
the basic points of badminton.

The program was introduced by
Lee A. Wakefield, local club presi-
dent, and organized by George R.
McCall. Other club members partic-
ipating were Lester Goldberg, Harry
Colton, Mary Arndt and Richard

Beaulieu.

SEND BIRD CHATTER
SUBSCRIPTIONS

to
1122 E. Palmer, Glendale 5, Calif.
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If, in service, the shuttle touches
the net it is a “let,” provided the serv-
1ce be otherwise good. If, in the course
of a rally, the shuttle touches and
passes over the net, it does not invali-
date the stroke. It is a good return if
the shuttle, having passed outside
either post, drops on or within the
boundary lines of the opposite court.
A “let” may be given by the umpire
for any unforeseen or accidental hin-
drance.

Dear IEd:

I nourish a great ambition to com-
plete my collection of “Bird Chatter”
issues. 1T'he following are the ones
which are missing: Vol. 1, issues Nos.
1, 3 and 4; Vol. 2, No. 3; Vol. 3,
Nos. 3 and 4; Vol. 4, No. 4; Vol. 6,
No. 2; Vol. 7, No. 1. Thought some
of your subscribers might have these
issues and be willing to part with
them.

Virginia Hill
460 Spencer St.
Glendale 2, Calif,

From t/te‘ k

Bird Chatter Helps Player
Dear Ed.:

Here is a story worth printing
] am sure, and it should be a stimulys
for selling “Bird Chatter.”

A little over two years ago [ re-
ceived a letter in an unusual feminine
handwriting. The party said she had
been a member of a St. Louis Bad-
minton Club, also had been a member
of Clubs in Baton Rogue, Louisiana,
and San Antonio, T'exas. She had re-
cently moved to Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia, and wanted to know if there
was any badminton activity in that
area.

In answering her letter, I told her
that the Recreation Department in
Charlottesville sponsored a badminton
club and that 1f she could contact
Mr. William J. Linkous, Jr., who
was taking a postgraduate course at
the University of Virginia, he would
welcome her into the club. (BIill is
a member of Roanoke Badminton

Club.)

Several months later when some of
us attended the National Capital
Tournament in Washington, D.C,
I had the pleasure of meeting this
young lady. I asked her how she got
my name and address. She replied
that she had gotten it from “Bird
Chatter” while still living in Texas.

So you see, ‘“‘Bird Chatter’” helps
those who must move from one part
of the country to another to keep in
contact and keep alive their interest
in badminton.

Byron W. Settle
Roanoke, Virginia

(We sincerely appreciate this letter
and are happy to know that our efforts
are not In vain.)

Dear Ed:

Let me be one of many to inform
George Ingram that the pro in Pasa-
dena “about 1938 was Guy Reed.
He coached all over Southern Cali-
fornia for years, even driving regu-
larly to Santa Barbara, San Diego,
etc.,, to give lessons. Without |1!s
teaching, the calibre of play in this
area would not have advanced as 1t

did.

He now lives in Kelowna, B.C.,
and we miss him!

Helen Tibbetts

Birp CHATTER




MAIL BAG...

Dear Marguerite:

[ enjoyed the articles by Lea Gus-
eavson and particularly the one about
Ken Davidson’s early vears in Amer-
ica, and to call attention to the work
they put in in writing “Winning Bad-
minton.” I know that they worked
over three years In preparation.

One of myv prized possessions 1S a
folder, used to advertise Kenneth’s
exhibitions. It contains, 1 think you
call it a melange, of photostats of
newspaper clippings, from KEngland,
Scotland and the United States, dated
in 1935 and 1936. Some do not show
the dates.

One Scottish paper wrote:

“The loss of Davidson will be well
nigh irreparable to Scottish badmin-
ton, as the international team will be
like a ship without a rudder. Many
good wishes will go with Davidson
when he leaves to take up his appoint-
ment, and new friends in plenty will
be assured by his strongly developed
native wit.”’

How accurate the man was who
wrote that. |

Kenneth was right about his having
won singles matches.

One article states:

“Kenneth R. Davidson, Yorkshire’s
exponent of badminton who has been
giving American players lessons in the
game for the past week, routed the
metropolitan singles champion, Ken-
neth J. Ridgway of the Garden City
Casino, in their final round match to
win the first Eastern New York tour-
nament yesterday on the courts of the
['udot City Tennis Club in the 165th
Infantry Armory.

A crowd of almost 500 spectators,
probably the largest to witness tour-
ney play in this area, saw the visiting
player win by 15-8, 15-4. Davidson,
representing the Manhattan Badmin-
ton Qlul) while here, proved far too
experienced for the local star and
never had any trouble.

Ridgway played a splendid game
h}ll' was unable to cope with the supe-
or repertoire of the [English player.
Davidson was cquipped with strokes
and strategy which brought exclama-
tions of amazement from the gather-
Ing. His speed afoot and sense of tim-
Mg were bewildering. His delivery,
WI'IICII soared at time to a llt:i;:]lt of
thirty feet, was an invaluable weapon.

But, topping all this, Davidson
showed deceptive play which left the
kame’s enthusiasts cheering,  Deftly

(
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masking his smashes, as well as his
drop shots, he was complete master
from start to finish. Even so, some of
the duels at the net were spectacular
and thrilling.”

Another article tells of his winning
the Ohio State over Walt Kramer:

“Before 400 spectators, Kenneth R.
Davidson of England again demon-
strated his superiority over players
in this country by defeating Walter
Kramer of Detroit in the Ohio State
Championships by the score of 15-6,
15-13. Kramer is the top ranking
amateur in this country and has been
the runner-up in the New England
Open for the past two years.”

This brings another idea. Kenneth
had some very wonderful scrap books.
He let me see one or two of them a
few years ago. Perhaps Connie could
use them as a basis of an article that
she could write about Kenneth’s
career. Maybe it could be written 1n
such a way that it would have an ap-
peal beyond the badminton world.

With best wishes.
Tim Royce, Seattle, Wash.

Dear Mrys. Miller:

Your issue of January - February
brought back more memories than
usual and made me feel quite nostal-
gic for the ‘old days.” It was Lea
Gustavson’s remarks about Ken Dav-
idson that did it. I would like to add
a few of my own.

At the time of Ken’s arrival in this
country in 1935, I was trying to de-
cide whether or not to continue the
publication of “SQUASH -BAD-
MINTON,” or incorporate a bad-
minton section in ‘American Lawn
Tennis,” or forget about badminton
entirely. A ‘‘subscriber from Eng-
land” was announced, and it was not
long before I was under the personal
spell that Ken cast on countless thou-
sands of people during the next few
years.

T'he decision with respect to a bad-
minton publication for 1935-36 was
made: 1 decided—with the approval
of the late S. W. “Pop” Merrihew—
to discontinue a publication which
was more productive of psychic in-
come that take-home pay (as if YOU
don’t know), devoting several pages
of A.LL.T". to badminton, and take up
the game myself!

Lea’s memory fails him, | believe,
as to Ken’s note “winning a singles

‘match.” One of my fond recollections

of him and of his first season in this
country is of a tournament played at
the “Old 69th Regiment Armory.”
[t was either the Metropolitan or
Eastern or New York or some such
championship, and I feel certain that
Ken won it with ease. My most hal-
lowed recollection of it, however, was
that I (playing in my first real tour-
nament) ‘‘took” more points from
Ken than anybody else. He thereby
used the occasion not only to do some
subtle teaching, but also some success-
ful proselyting (Squash had been my
game ).

Ken’s love of badminton did not,
however, deter him from keen enjoy-
ment as both spectator and player 1n
any number of other sports. He was
anxious to observe the other winter
racket games, and New York had
more of them than any other place.
We haunted the various university
clubs to watch Squash Tennis and
Squash Racquets, and we even ‘‘snuck
in” the back door of the Racquet Club
during a Hard Racquets Tournament.
On the same occasion, we wandered
over to the Court Tennis area and
watched the great Pierre Etchbaster
In action.

During Ken'’s several visits here 1n
Laurel, he, as usual, gave freely of his
time and talent by appearing 1n bad-
minton benefits. I am sure that one
of his most popular and hilarious per-
formances ever was a night when the
New Orleanians, who were to be his
co-players, failed to appear and local
talent stepped into the breach. On
these visits we settled many a cham-
pionship in lawn tennis, golf, table
tennis, and even bowling. His adept-
ness at lawn tennis was amazing ; this
was true on what I think was his very
first experience with the game—at
Gracie Park Tennis Club in New
York.

Ken was always to me the true em-
bodiment of the amateur spirit; he

plzt_\*eq games for the pure unadulter-
ated joy of them.

Robert C. Hynson
Laurel, Mississippi

If in service the shuttle strikes the
top of the net and 1s then struck or
touched by the player served to, it is
assumed that the shuttle would have

f:l“l_‘l.‘l into the proper service-court
and 1t 15 a “let.”
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