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'46 Nationals Off — Bids for '47 Pour In
Important Directors Meeting at Buffalo April 5-7

“There will be no 1946 National Championships,” announces National
Secretary John L. Garrod, ‘“‘and this decision was reluctantly made by the
Iixecutive Commiltee alter exhaustive study of all pertinent factors in-
volved. The tremendous interest aroused these last six weeks, however,
assures us of a super alfair in 1947. To date the ABA has received tentlalive
bids from eight sources. While these can not be officially released, it can
be mentioned that one is on the East Coast, one in the Southwest, three
on lhe West Coast and three in the Northern Middle Region States. Some
of these would have liked the event this year but certain local conditions
would not have been in proper shape by tournament time. The Executive
Committee has considered it absolutely essential to hold a Directors Meet-
ing, however, and this date is set for April 5 - 7 at Buffalo N. Y. during
the time of the Western N.Y. Open Tournament. I can’t stress too strongly
the need for all Directors, who can possibly do so, to plan now to attend.

Complete details of the Buffalo Meetling will be forwarded to each Na-
tional Director in ample time for discussion with his constituents of some
of the major items to be presented. In order to have all pertinent subjects
to be discussed disseminated to the Directors in this connection it is earnest-
ly requested that each Director forward any problems he wishes brought
up to the National Secretary al the earliest possible date. Entry blanks
for the tournament play and matters pertaining to hotel reservations will
be forwarded to each Director by the Chairman of the Tournament Com-
mitlee “al an early date.”

stage which macde it possible for

Executive Committee Report

Badminton slarted ils postwar
revival with a rush immediately
following V-J day and your Na-
tional ISxecutlive Commillee had
high hopes ol reviving the Nalional
Championships Lhis season. A
ballot of the ABA Directorale in
the Seplember meeting showed
general interest and enthusiasm for
reinstatement of the Nalionals
throughout the country bul re-
organizalion of Class A Associalions
had not progressed sufficiently lor
any deflinite bids to result, despite
several expressions ol inlerest.

By the time of the November
Directors Neeling, Lime was run-
ning out and an early decision
imperative.  Nolice ol a dead line
on January 10th was given Lo-
gether with a reprint ol President
Cralts letter ol December 19Uh,
reporting no bids to date and urg-
ing the Directors Lo check once
again all possibilities in their arcas,

By Lhis time local reorganization
in various sections had reached u

some enthusiastlic groups to make
definite inquiry. For the record,
those willing and able Lo make the
effort of al least lenlalive bids
included Baltimore, Cleveland,
Indianapolis and New laven.
They are Lo be commended [or
their interest in reinslaling our
Championships lor the good ol our
game., By the time ol Lhe dead
line, Baltimore and Indianapolis
had found il impossible Lo over-
come some major requirementl so
that delinite bids were received
from Cleveland and New llaven.
A recital of the effort expended by
these groups Lo surmount Lhe
various  difliculties  encountered
would [ill several pages. A de-
tailed record ol correspondence,
phone calls, Llelegrams, ele. is in
the files. 1t is sulficient Lo suy in
this report that they are Lo be
highly commended for their inter-
est and ingenuity in linding ways
and means Lo ab least make delinite
bids. llowever, a hurried survey
ol the probuble field of conlestants
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indicated that it would not be a
Nationally representative group.
This major factor combined with
the existing transportation prob-
lem and the even more ominous
railroadwise, the difficulty of ac-
commodating a National gathering
and the strain on the recently re-
organized and still undermanned
local groups forced your Executive
Committee to regretfully conclude
that we had best postpone the
Nationals for this season and con-
centrate on 1947,

The problem of the adminis-
Lration of the association, election
ol new officers and revamping of
committees, etc. so that we will
be in A-1 shape for a big season
next year will be handled by a
special meeting of the Directors in
conjunction with the Western New
York Open Tournament at Buffalo
on April 5-7. A large number of
Directors have indicated that they
will be able to attend personally
or send representatives; all others
will be asked to make complete
written reports and recommenda-
lions for consideration.

Your Executive Commillee will
recommend at Lhis meeling im-
mediale positive action on a regu-
lar National Championships and
Annual Meeling lor the Spring ol
1947 with the aim ol announcing
location and dale very early (nol
later than September) so that Lhe
enlire American Badminton Associ-
tion may be able to concentrate
on the biggest and best gathering
over held as a mark ol our slarl
on peacelime development.

I'or this season we are encourag-
ing Lthe holding ol regional open
tournaments as the best available
step in our comeback to a normal
tournament program. The Ohio
State open at Cleveland, FFebruary
16-17, Lsastern open at N. Y. Cily,
Iebruary 29-30-31, Western N. Y.
open al Buffalo (plus Directors
meeling) April 5-7, a possible New
Iingland Tournament, the Pacilic
Southwest in - May and others
being considered, will do much to
stimulate Badminton interest.
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Editorial

Tournament season is here and
with it, perforce, the trials and
tribulations of tournament com-
mittees with special emphasis on
the judges, relerees, umpires and
linesmen. Many clubs and as-
sociations have given little or no
real thought to the study of our
playing rules and the necessity
for their proper and consistent
interpretation by not only the
committee but also by their field
representatives the referee and his
hard working cohorts, the umpires
and linesmen. To be sure, these
gentlemen and ladies do not us-
ually assume their duties until the
the latter rounds of any Lournament
play, the quarters perhaps, but
usually from the semis on.

At this stage the Llension is apt
to be pretly terrilic and partlisan-
ship inevitably reigns high. The
older playing groups have generally
developed certain individuals whose
services are in constant demand but
the list is astonishingly short of
true and tried judges. Too oflen
the referee in desperation is [orced
to call on a mere score-caller, This
chap in many cases becomes the
proverbial skunk al a lawn parly
Lo all and sundry parlisans ol the
losers and second-guess spectalors
thru lack of knowledge ol when,
what and how Lo make quick and
proper rulings. In many sporls
requiring judges, the position is
one thal carries high esteem and
full recognition of true worth and
value Lo the respeclive sporl.
Judging by these persons is as-
sumed as a challenge for them Lo
be as good in their field as the
persons they are judging are lead-

ers in theirs.  Many former play-
ers and reputable spectator enthus-
tasts should be enlisted Lo form a
corps of judges, with Lraining in
this activity reasonably comparable
Lo the training ol the more active
Lournament player,

By and large, mosl professionals
and former stars will do a credit-
able job with no thought of favoril-
ism. They readily admit and are
contritely aware when a split-
Liming decision may have been in-
correct. Some ol the most diffi-
cult infractions to call arise in the
case ol carries or double hits,
incorrecl serves (high or floot lift-
ing) and improper aclions by the
receiver (moving forward or back-
ward belore the server hits the
shuttle.)

Scoring is relatively simple,
though for some strange reason
even the best players of both
sexes invariably get confused as to
position or service in mixed dou-
bles and thus the umpire must be
constantly alert. The main fea-
ture of scoring is the non-uni-
formity of calls and this is found
primarily in the different words or
sequence ol them used by umpires
from the various sections ol the
country.

Perhaps all these phases of the
rules of the game should be nation-
alized by the National Rules Com-
mittee but “Bird Chatter’’ believes
that better action might be taken
by those who are particularly inter-
ested in this non physical part of
this game by a different approach.
We would like clubs, associations
or the individuals themselves to
give us an opinion on the forming
of a Judges Corps and we’ll take
it upon ourselves to start the ball
rolling for a round robin letter Lo
those eager and willing Lo form
such a group for the “promotion of
good judges, the adoption of a
code ol proper calls and inlerpre-
tations ol knotly problems”.

The formalion or non-formalion
of any such group, however, in no
way relieves the tournament play-
ers [rom learning and observing
nol only the rules but the common
courlesies ol the sporl. Too oflen
informal play prior lo the Lourna-
menl season develops unconscious-
ly, we sincerely hope, bad habits
in both courtesy and observance
of the common playing rules. In
this non-umpired Lype of play the
good sportsman will refrain [rom
aclion on the courl to call his
opponenl on infractions or seem-
ing infractions of the rules and
yel will carry a lasting impression
ol these violations.  They inevi-
tably crop up in subsequent Bad-
minton discussions by both the
resentblul player and many specta-
tors who, though not active play-
ers Lthemselves are in many cases
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better versed in the Lechnicalities
of the game than the player who
operates under them.

If there is a moral to this dis-
cussion or a thought to be gained
and pul into practice it must be
yours to determine and /or apply.
No amount of words will make the
consistent violator or the on-the-
border-line player perhaps change
his spots BUT the decisive, correct
decisions by respected judges can
go far to properly impress the wilful
or unknowing violator that the
game has a definite standard of
playing rules and courtesies that
should and must be observed.

Is Chivalry Dead ?

For a long time it has been one
of our pet thoughts to project a
little campaign to eliminate the use
ol the term “Womens”. This has
been widely used in listing the
events in which our fair sex partici-
pate without the benefit of any help
(or hindrance) from us stalwart ()
males. Most tournament entry
blanks and reports list “Women's
Singles” and “Women's Doubles”,
Your editor has tried consistently
to blue pencil all such and write
in “Ladies” before the make-up
man gets his copy, believing that
the constant reader, especially the
Tournament chairman, will see the
light. Alas, we still see the un-
chivalrous, not too complimentary
word, “Women’s”, consistently
popping up [rom all sides in reports
for our columns.

So with prancing steed and shiny
lance, we open the visor wide and
shout to one and all TO THE
LADIES, fair, fat or forty, but
TO THE LADIES. What say
you, Knaves?

A B A Dues

Returns Lo date indicate a sub-
stantial increase in the number of
clubs over last season. Class A
Association Treasurers are request-
ed Lo send dues for present member-
ship promptly.  Additional dues
should not be delayed just to make
one complete report.

Roy Jordan — New Director

Announcement is made by the
N_uliunul Secretary, John Garrod,
ol the appointment ol Roy Jordan,
320 North Central Avenue, Claylon
5, Missouri, to (ill the unexpired
term ol the late R. Ward Starrett.
Missouri clubs please note, and
welcome to the ABA Directorale,
Roy.




W anda Bergman Celebrates Return to Connecticut P|ay by Winning Mixed Title
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Left to Right — Leo Rewinski and Hope Smith, New Iaven, Class B Champs; Walt Raymond and Eleanor Ross, Greenwich, Class A
Runners-up; Wanda Bergman and Fred Fullin, Westport, Class A Champs; Marnee. Raymond and Duke Domonkos, Class B Runners-up.

Separating the Mixed Doubles
play from the Ladies’ and Men’s
Doubles and Singles, and running
the Mixed as a tournament in
itsell, proved Lo be a success
when the Connecticul Badmintlon
Association held its championship
play at the Stamford YMCA
January 12 and 13. There were
more Lthan [ifty teams entered in
Class A and B competition,

Wanda Bergman lormer Nalion-
al Ladies’ Doubles Champion, and
Fred FFullin of the Westport Bad-
minton Club defeated Wall Ray-
mond and leanor Ross ol the
Greenwich Badminton Club in the
finals to take the Class A cham-
pionship, 156-9, 12-15, 15-8. Leo
Rewinski and Hope Smith ol the
New Taven Badminton Club won
from Duke Domonkos and Narnee
Raymond of the New Canaan Bad-
minton Club in the Class B finals,
15-9, 1h-12,

Lea Gustavson and Helen Gib-
son, 1015 Class A titleholders did
not defend,  The 1945 Class B

champs, I&d Janis and Agnes Ier-
sam, wenl out in the quarter
finals.

In the A matches:

Semi-finals
Fullin and Bergman defeated Shiclds
and IMellwig, 15-11, 9-15,15-6. Raymond
and  Ross  deleated  Chapman  and
George, 18-15, 15-12.

Ouarler-finals
Chapman and George defented Danaher
and Ierbert, 9-15, 15-10, 15-11. Ray-
mond and Ross defeated Massey and
Alling, 15-5, 15-8. Shiclds and ellwig
defeated Raymond and Chapman, 8-15,
18-13, 15-13.  IF'ullin and Bergman de-
feated Flewellyn and Stouter, 15-9, 15-3.
In the B matches:

Seni-finals
Rewinski and Smith defeated Rathgeber
and Black, 17-11, 15-12.  Domonkos
and Raymond defeated Holloway and
Sullivan, 15-12, 12-15, 15-1.

Quarter-finals
Holloway and Sullivan deleated  Ellis
und Beaver, 18-13, 5-15, 15-10.  Dom-
onkos and Raymond defeated Peterson
and Vogt, 15-10, 8-15, 15-9. Rewinski
und Smith defeated Smithe and  Reid,
15-8, 12-15, 17-10. Rathgeber  and
Black  defeated  Junis  and  lersam,
15-9, 18-15.

(33}

Westport defeated Walerbury in
Class A and New Canaan defeated
the Bristol Co. of Waterbury in
Class B in the Mixed Doubles
leam play-offs at the New llaven
Lawn Club, Sunday, January 20.

X 3 X X X

The State Tournament is sched-
uled (or March 23 and 24, Men's
and Ladies” Doubles and Singles
in Classes A and B will be played.
State league lteam matches zol
underway I'ebruary 1.

% LS " 3 n

The  Bridgeport  Badminton
Club’s Annual Class B Tourney

will be held NMarch 9 and 10 in
the Bridgeport YWCA,

"

New oflicers of the New THaven
YAMCA Badminton Club ave, Presi-
dent, Lwald Nickel; Vice-Presi-
dent, Colin Rathgeber; Secretary-
Treasurer, Harold Shaw.

Correspondent — Don Hersam



New Jersey Doubles Teams Vie
in Keen “Ladder” Competition

Iinthusiasm in favor of reorganizing the New Jersey Badminton League
produced a novel competilive idea when several of the leading clubs were
unable to enter full teams in both “A”" and “B”’ league competition.

Men's and Ladies’ Doubles divisions, of the New Jersey Badminton
Ladder were formed. Every other Monday Morning the Ladies play on
the four spacious courts of the Montelair Athletic Club where they challenge
and play for ladder positions.

Interest is very keen, and the number of teams has been doubled since
the [irst session.

The first 10 Ladder posilions as of December 17th were:

POSITION TEAM AND CLUB

1. Mrs. J. F. Callanan and Mrs. Howard Brand
Montclair A. C.
2 Mrs. A. Moth and Mrs. E. H. McFarland
Hackensack Badminton Club
3. Mrs. Jos. Haura and Mrs. L. McDonald
Hackensack Badminton Club
4, Mrys. John Teeter and Mrs. J. M. Arthur
Plainfield Badminton Club
5. Mrs. T. Leggett and Mrs. Geo. Smith
Plainfield Badminton Club
Mrs. J. Thomson and Mrs. Wm. Slocum
Westfield Badminton Club
Mrs. H. Blank and Mrs. J. Emery
Racquets Club of Short Hills
Mrs. B. Storey and Mrs. G. E. Burford
Hackensack Badminton Club
Mrs. J. W. Gould and Mrs. F. Bushman
£y Hackensack Badminton Club
10. Mrs. E. Hausman and Mrs. A. Lang
Hackensack Badminton Club
The Men’s Doubles division recently started with play on the same
courts on alternate Sunday mornings.
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Junior Activities
Classes for Juniors are held at the Monltclair A. C. every Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons from 3:30 to 6:00 P. M. Never is more serious Bad-
minton played as these youngsters challenge for positions on the teams
and promising talent is very evident. Malches were arranged with the
Badminton Club of the City of New York during the Christmas holidays
by Howard Brand who gives professional instruction to both groups. The
Montclair group won the majorily of matches but the first singles and
doubles went to New York wilh the following results:
Barclay Gordon defeated Bobby Boyd, 15-12, 18-16.
IZd Bogardus and Bob Maull defeated Warren Pollock and Bobby Boyd,
15-10, 15-12.
Loveday Returns
Carl Loveday, No. 2 ranking player of the United States, recently re-
turned from overseas duty as a sergeant in the Signal Corps. e is ex-
pected to knuckle down to the game and regain that form which made
the last two National Singles events Llerrific battles between himsell and

Dave Freeman.
Correspondent — Howard Brand

Springfield, Vt. Club Orders First ABA Die

The lirst ABA letterhead die, as
shown above, and introduced in
the December issue, was procured
by the Springfield Badminton Club.
The electro cost is $1.50 f.0.b.
Boston, Mass., and it is recom-
mended for all member clubs.
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Seventeen Events Listed
For St. Louis Tournament

Leading all tournaments in the
country in the greatest number of
events scheduled, is the Annual
District Indoor Tournament to be
held March 8, 9, 10 at the St.
Louis University Gymnasium. This
location is outstanding in its ideal
accommodations for both players
and spectators.

Events to be played are —

Main Event: Men's and Ladies’
Singles. Men’s and Ladies’ Dou-
bles, Mixed Doubles.

Junior Events: Boys’ and Girls’
Singles.

Class “B” Events: Men’s and
Ladies’ Singles, Men’s and Ladies’
Doubles, Mixed Doubles.

Novice Events: Men’s and
Ladies’ Singles, Men's and Ladies’
Doubles, Mixed Doubles.

Special Events: Father and Son
Doubles, Esquire Doubles (for
Men 35 years of age and older).

The Seventh Annual Invitational
Badminton Tournament of the
Missouri Athletic Club is tenta-
tively planned for April. This
event is looked forward to with
perhaps more interest than any
other tournament in the district,
since invitations are sent, not
only to the best players in the
district, but to the best players
in the country. Besides providing
excellent playing accommodations,
the MAC acts as host to all Lhe
competitors, who eat, sleep and
play at the club and are wined
and dined as well at the end of
the tournament.

There is always one complaint
from the ladies though, at the
end of each tournament. The
MAC is a man's club and the
ladies are not included in the
match play, though they may be
spectators at all except the Satur-
day matches. As the courts are
located next to the swimming pool
it’s the ladies opinion that the ‘“‘no
ladies permitted” sign on Saturday
is due to “bath” day and who can
argue against that,

0[} the whole, Badminton inter-
est in St. Louis and St. Louis
County has increased by leaps and
bounds since indoor play started,
when most of the clubs found they
were up to their prewar roster,
with most of their players now out
of the service and trying hard to
get back into trim before the
tournaments start.

Corresponden! — Belly Carpenlier




UNTIL THE

Blue Gosae

IS AVAILABLE...

play the Pennsylvania VOLLEY

Thz Pennsylvania Blue Goose badminton shuttlecock will not be cn th»
market until the finest imported feathors are again available. As before
the war, it will be the best you can buy for unfailing regulation weight,
true flight and long life. It will give you more games per bird.
Meanwhile, play the Pennsylvania Volley shuttlecock. It can be

depended upon for good, economical performance.

A HEALTHY AMERICA IS A STRONG AMERICA

Back the War Memorials That Live campaign

- PENNSYLVANIA

The name to nememben when you buy

SHUTTLECOCKS » TENNIS BALLS « HAND BALLS « SQUASH BALLS

AUTOMOBILE & BICYCLE TIRES » TUBES « BATTERIES

PENNSYLYANIA RUBBER COMPANY JEANNEYTE, PENNSYLYANIA



1: Gil Buford, Bill Busby — 2: Group from Northern California (Bay Area) — 3: Marsden, Leigh, Mays, Blatz — 4: Murphy, Freeman,
McCay, Erickson — 5: Townsend, Jones, Hann, Marsden — 6: Ough, Wright Gott, ITann — 7: Esterbrook, Dugan, Smalley, McNulty
— 8: San Diego Group, Freeman, Mitchell, Mendez, Morrison, Stevenson, Murphy, Zweiner, “Bumps’ Freeman,

National Champions, Dave Free-
man and Janet Wright dominated
the field in the Manhattan Beach
tourney play held December 7, 8,
and 9, each winning two events.
No less prominent in the prize
winning group were Barney Me-
Cay, who copped one winner and
Lwo runner-up positions and Ilelen
Noble Tibbetts who came oul with
one of each. Skeeter ISrickson with
McCay had oo many guns for
I'reeman and Murphy in the dou-
bles and former National Champ-
ion Ough teamed up nicely with
Junet Wright in the doubles though
the youngsters Gott and llann
showed that they are real lighters
and Lo be reckoned with in future
Lournaments.  An entry ol 213
made plenty of play and a conso-
lation 13" was played in all events,

Results:
Championship Flight

Ladies’ Singles
Janet Wright, California B. C. defeated
Mrs. Helen Noble Tibbetts, Pasadena
B. C., 10-12, 11-1, 11-7.

Men's Singles
Dave Freeman, Pasadena B, C, defeated
Barney MceCay, Pasadena B. C., 15-6,
15-5.

Ladies’ Doubles
Junet Wright and Mrs. Helen Zabriskic
Ough, California B. C. defeated Nar-
innna Gott and Dotty Hann, Hollywood
Sport Center, 15-1, 15-2,

Men's Doubles
Skeeter Erikson and  Barney NeCay,
Pasndena B C. defeated Dave Freeman,
Pasadena B, Coand Capt. John Murphy,
Sun Diego, 12-15, 15-3, 15-8.

Mired Doubles
Dave Freeman and Mrs. Helen Noble
Tibbetts, Pasadena B, C.  defeated
Burney  McCay and  Tody Rahmn,
Pusadena B, C,, 15-8, 15-10.

8

“B” Flight

Ladies’ Singles
Emma Madden, California B. C. de-
feated Dotty Britt, Manhattan Beach
Club.

Men’s Singles
Bill Busby, Manhattan Beach Club
defeated Gil Buford, Pasadena B. C.

Ladies” Doubles
Smalley and McNulty, Southwest B. C.
(L. A.) defeated Esterbrook and Dugan,
Burbank B. C.

Men’s Doubles
Al Blatz and Tex Mays, Manhattan
Beach Cluly defeated Warren Marsden
and  Chet  Leigh, ollywood — Sport
Cenler,

Miced Doubles
Warren Marsden  and  Dotty Hann,
Hollywood Sport Center defeated Albert

Townsend and Betty Jones, Southwest
B.C. (L. A)

Correspondent — Bob Noble




The "LAST WORD”

in MODERN Sports Equipment

Stride by stride, improvement by improve-
ment, progress in the design and construction

of modern sports equipment has been marked

by the name Wilson.

In badminton you find the “last word” in

equipment for modern play carrying

the

“Wilson” name. Look to the leader for prog-
ress. Wilson Sporting Goods Co., Chicago,

New York and other leading cities.

MEmB L)
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- SPORTS EQUIPMENT

It’s WILSON Today in Sports E

Let's wll baost the ' War
Memorials That Live”
campaign o commen-
orate our war heroes.

quipment
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Massachusetts Players Dominate Intersectional Matches

Abore at left — Mr. and Mrs. Nelson How-
ard, Miss Mary Pilliard and Maj. Donald
Richardson.

Above al right — Lt. Wayne Schell and
Jack Brewer.

Group al right — Maj. Donald Richardson,
Juck Brewer. Miss Mary Pilliard, Mr, and
Mrs. Nelson Howard, Lt. Wayne Schell.

Schell Triple Winner

I.t. Wayne V. Schell, runner-up
in the last National Men’s Doubles
in 1942 and former Mass. Champ-
ion, has been playing in pre-war
form during two interseclional
tournaments and one Mass, evenl
conducted this season. lis [irst
major win was the Westport, Conn.
IZastern Invitation Men's Doubles
where, teamed with Robert Wright,
also a former Mass, and New
Iingland Champion, they deleated
Frank IHines, New York City and
I'rank Williamson, New Rochelle,
N. Y. llefollowed this by partner-
ing Mys, Hazel Wightman of Inter-
nalional tennis lame, Lo a viclory
in an informal member-guest alfair
ul the Badminton and Tennis Club,
Boston, und completed his third
triumph with C. Raynor Hutchin-
son, former National NMen's Dou-
bles runner-up ut the Gut'n IFeath-
ers Club, Marblehead, Nass. This
lust event was the strongest Nen's
Doubles event on the ISast Coasl
to date and representatives [rom
New York City, various cilies in
Conn. and the leading players in
Mass, participated.  Runners-up
were  Robert Wright  and  red
Bogardus ol Swampscoll, NMuass,
former New England Doubles
Champions,

Before some 700 naval and
civilian students al Tults College,
the above group performed in the
best ol exhibition style. Jack
Brewer, professional al Lhe Uni-
versity Club of Boston, and Mrs.
IKvelyn Boldrick Howard, present
National Ladies’ Champion, were
al their best on this occasion.

L] ¥ ] X LS

The Mass. Class D™ Champion-
ships will be held at the Dedham
Iigh School on February 15, 16
under the auspices ol the Dedham
Badminton Club and advance en-
tries indicate u banner lield,

X K » ] X

The Wellsworth Badminton Club
ol the American Oplical Co. South-

bridge has become a member of

the Association and has focused
altention on play in Western NMass.
Other clubs are being considered
for membership in this new area.
lKastern and Western Leam matches
are being planned for later on in
the season and intlerest is running
high over this new feature,
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Davidson '‘Badminton’ Short
Released

The Pete Smith ‘“‘Badminton”
short mentioned in our December
issue has been officially released
in certain sections of the country,
Reports reaching us indicate its
acceptance by Badminton players
and the general public in a big
way. It hasn't reached the home
of “Bird Chatter’” so no review is
yel possible by the Staff.

Lowell Douglas
in Fatal Accident

A flatal automobile accident to
Captlain Lowell N. Douglas, Med-
ical Corps, Army ol the United
Stales, in North Carolina on Jan-
uary 12th has removed from our
ranks one ol our most active and
interested Directors of the ABA.
“IFuzzy” was a player of no mean
nole and was instrumental in the
formation of the Texas Badminton
Association and the Western Re-
gion.  Always one ol those reul
g!‘illl(l guys, he gave unstintingly of
his time and energy to both his
hobby, Badminton, and also Lo that
most important of army medic-
al work, the rehabilitation of men
wounded in the service of our
country.  That he gave his lile in
the pursuit of his duties is the
grealest service thal one can give
Lo his country and his fellowman.
Ihe ABA mourns his loss and ex-
lends heartlelt condolences to his
family and close friends.




PLAYED BY CHAMPIONS

“KEN DAVIDSON” BADMINTON RACKETS
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Serving
by Jack Purcell

The following s another one of
those [ine . instruclive arlicles ob-
{ained lhrough lhe courlesy of lhe
Canadian Sporls Monlhly, and Jack
Purcell. who s raled as the leading
professional on this conlinent.

How many badminton players
have stopped to consider the impor-
tance of the return of service?
One can hardly say of any stroke
in the game of badminton, that it
is THIS most important one of all,
but I think I am safe in saying
that there is no stroke which is
more important or more likely to
affect the result of a match than
the return of service.

As the service in badminlon
must be regarded as a defensive
stroke, there is Lo Lhe receiver of
service an ever-presenl opportunity
to make of his first return an
offensive shot, and thus take the
offensive from the outsel of the
rally.

The receiver must not lose sight
of the slight advantage which he
holds over the server as the shuttle
is put into play, and mustl realize
that on his return of the service
depends whether or nol this ad-
vantage is Lo be maintained or
passed quickly over Lo the serving
side,

To the high singles service there
are three sound replies—the smash,
the clear, and the drop. 1ach
may, and should be varied in
direction, having in regard Lo the
strength and weakness ol your op-
ponent and his position in the
courl,

I the high service is not deep
near Lhe baseline, the smash is the
mosl effective return., 1, however,
the service is deep in the court, the
smash should be used rarely, for
an opponent with only a mediocre
defence will have little difficully
handling a smash delivered Trom so
[ar buck in the court,

Smashing off the service from
near Lhe baseline against a player
whose delence is good is plain
suicide, for he will look alter your
shot with ease and the return will
be consistenlly awkward for you.

The drop shol is a very sound
reply to a well delivered high
service, especially when the player
making the drop plays Lhe stroke
with the same preliminary action
as for the smash, and who, conse-
quently, does not disclose until the
last possible moment the nature of
the return or its direction. Played
across lhe court or straighl over
the nel, the drop is equally
elfeclive.

Do nol hesitate to use the high
clear to return a deep high service,
for if the clear is well executed it
places your opponent in a much
more disadvantageous position than
his service places you. Direct
your clears consistently to your
opponent’s backhand, the vulner-
able spot of practically all bad-
minton players, and mix them up
occasionally with clears deep to the
forehand.

[n variation lies the effectiveness
of your returns off the low drop
service in singles. Well executed
drop shots just over the net and
low drives or clears deep to the
opposite half of the court to where
the server is standing, are the
most effective replies o this type
of service.

To my mind, nol enough se-
verity is used by most players in
making the return ofl service in
doubles play. Too many “loose”
serves are allowed 1o go un-
punished, as il were, through the
receiver nol being on his loes to
take advantage of the slightest
error on Lhe part ol the server.

When receiving, one should be
ever on Lhe alert Lo jump quickly
forward and deal with a poorly
made low service, by driving il
sharply down into the court or
pushing it back directly at the
body ol the server or his partner.

Similarly a high service that does
not  travel deep o the back
boundary line should be smashed in
no uncerlain manner, so that even
though the rally is not ended Lthen
and there, the return [rom Lhe
opposition will be a delensive shol
which allows your side Lo retain
the olfensive position.

In making the most of the
chances which are given him, the
receiver, by his aggressive taclics,
usually has a disorganizing eflect
on the serving ol the opponents.
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Il you are receiving in either
the right or the left court, stand
close to the centre line and vary
your distance back from the shorl
service line according to the posi-
Ltion the server takes up, and your
own ability to move quickly.

Above all, though, at every
opporlunity take a forward position
in the court and adopt an “on-
your-toes’ posture so as to convey
to the server the impression that
you are going to pounce on any
low service that does not absolutely
“hug” the net.

Here, of course, it is necessary
for me to sound a note of warning
not to overdo this forward stance.
You must really ascertain for
yourself just how far forward you
can stand and still effectively deal
with other than low services.

When the server takes up his
position in the right court at the
outside boundary line, and thereby
gives himsell the opportunity to
drive down your backhand or
throw up a high lob deep to your
forehand, in addition to using the
low service, you will be putting
yourself in difficulty at once if
you crowd too far up towards
the net. Good common sense
should show you how far forward
you can stand and it is well to
remember that when receiving in
the left court you can stand closer
to the net than when in the right
court, for your opponent has not
the opportunity Lo expose your
backhand.

The low drop service is used in
doubles principally to draw a high
return from the receiver and when
the clear is used in reply to this
Ltype ol service, the receiver Iis
aclually doing just what the server
wishes him to do. For Lhis reason,
therefore, I think the high clear
return off the low service should
be rarely used, It gives the
serving side a chance Lo make an
offensive reply in the form of a
smash or drive and consequently al-
lows the attacking position Lo pass
into the hands ol the side which
started Lhe rally on the defensive or
at least at a disadvantage.

The short drop shot is the most
elfective return off the low serv-
ice, for it is a sale stroke and very
often forces your opponents Lo send
the shuttle back high, and thus
present Lhe opening you are looking
[or. The drop shot made by the
recetver should go as nearly as
possible Lo the tape of the net and
should fall closely to the net on
the other side,




The receiver of the service will
make the drop shot much more
accurately by stepping forward and
playing the shuttle as quickly as
possible after it has crossed” the
netl. Lven al the risk of “taking”
services which might have been
“short”, the receiver is better off
stepping up to play the shuttle.

As a variant Lo the short drop,
the low drive straight down the
sideline can be used very effectively
off the low service especially [rom
the right court when the shuttle
can be sent quickly deep to the
backhand of the server’s partner.
In making the drive, or low clear,
the shuttle should not travel much
higher than the opponent’s head
and should be kept well towards
the outside boundary line of the
court, so that no opportunity is
given Lhe server’s partner to inter-
cept the shuttle hall way back in
the court with a “round-the-head”
smash.

Many men, but women espe-
cially, are guilty of the very bad
habit of “lofting’’ the shuttle off
the low service. There is very
little purpose to the stroke and its
eflecliveness cannot be compared

to the low drop or low drive. To
my mind, a doubles team should
always strive Lo make Lhe op-
posing side be the first to “clear”
the shuttle.

The majority ol players experi-
ence dilficully in dealing with the
low drive service which is made
from the outside boundary line of
the right court and is directed
along the backhand of the receiver.

Karlier in this article [ have
advised standing close Lo the centre
line to receive and [ think the
shuttle should be played by a
forehand round-the-head stroke if
possible, the shuttle being driven
quickly back at the server or
dropped just over the net. If the
stroke is played off the backhand,
it is best to use the drop shot and
the shuttle should be “‘taken’ as
high up as possible.

At the risk of being criticized for
repetition, I am going to again
mention the advisability of smash-
ing nine out of every ten high
services which are made to you.
This smashing is not mnecessarily
done to win points outright, but
to allow your side to go on the

altack, the aim of all successful
doubles combinations.

[ have in a previous article
stressed the necessily of the server
making sure that he delivers his
service in accordance with the
official rules. I would now caution
the receiver Lo be just as careful
to observe the rule which sets out
that no movement on his part may
be made until the shuttle has been
struck by the racquet of the server.
One has only Lo witness a (riendly
doubles match in progress, to see
how many times this important
rule is broken.

In nine cases out of ten, the
rule is broken quite unintentionally
but the fact remains that fouls in
this regard occur far too frequently
through the over-anxiousness of the
receiver to unnerve the server by
his “rushing” tactics. ’

A “loose” short service can be
successfully “put away™ by quick
action on the part of the receiver
AFTER the shuttle has been struck
by the server, and I would impress
upon every player the importance
of remaining still and doing noth-
ing to unsight the server until
after the service has been delivered.

In
Badminton

too...

SPALDING

SETS THE PACE IN SPORTS

A.G. SPALDING & BROS., DIV. OF SPALDING SALES CORP.
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Ham Law and Virginia Suggs Lead Seattle Play

Interest in Badminton in Sealtle
is steadily growing after four lean
war years. With the return of
ranking players [rom the service,
the city 1s again ready to make a
bid for national prominence.

Ham Law, former National Dou-
bles Champion, has returned [rom
his hitch in the Army. He has
been Washington State’s leading
star since 1934 when he garnered
Washington, Oregon and California
Championships only one year afler
he had taken up the game.

Ham. playing for the Queen Anne
Badminton Club, is favored in the
Seattle City and Washington State
Tournaments which are being
planned for this Spring.

Virginia Heaton Suggs, Wash-
ington and Oregon Ladies’ Sin-
gles, Doubles, and Mixed Doubles
Champion is expected to repeal
her performances this year. She
defeated Zoe Smith, former Na-
tional Doubles Champion, to cap-
ture her state title and should
figure high in the next few Na-
tional Tournaments. Both are
members of the QABC and Vir-
ginia the Washington Athletic Club
also.

Other top players who should

igure high in the two tournamendts
coming up are Fred Walke, Rupe

Topp, Paul Blugard, Gladys Mal-
lory, and Ruth Nelson. Another
lop performer, L. Col. Dale Seeds
is back in town after service in
Italy and after a few weeks
practice may show up as a dark
horse.

The QABC and the WAC are
both using the Queen Anne IHall
so that play is being scheduled for
every night and also in the after-
noon on Sunday.

The proximity of Seattle’s two
top clubs makes keen competition
possible.

A Tri-Club American Handicap
Tournament was held at the Queen
Anne Hall last December 9th with
the largest turnout since the war
seeing members of the WAC,
Seattle Tennis Club, and the QABC
vying for top honors.

After all the broken shulttles had
been swept up, Ilelene Madison
Mclver, former Olympic and Na-
tional Swimming Champion, of
the WAC and QABC, and her
partner, Phil Aaron, of the QABC,
were awarded Lop honors.

Second spot was won by Pearl
Jones, WAC, and Dick Hayden,
who belongs to all three clubs.
Third winners were Ilelen Tyler,
QABC, and Don Jones, WAC.

Are YOU a “Bird Chatter” Subscriber?

The number of “voluntary” $1.00 subscribers is behind the estimates (or
this year. This magazine will not thrive and improve merely on our ad-
vertising and the dollars received Lo date. How about YOU inclosing your
$1.00 with the blank below and mailing it in right now to Mr. John [. Gar-
rod, National Sec.-Treas., 47 Colburn Road, Wellesley Hills 82, Mass.

—_— e — —— o —

“Bird Chatter Subseription”

»

Please send one copy to —
Name .

Street No .

City ...

done. . ... ... State . ..., .. .. ..

.
Enclosed is my $1.00 subscription covering < issues for the 1945-46 sea-
son.  Please send back issues (December 1945) — (February 1946).

Tear This Off!]

Inclose $1.00 and Mail Today!
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Ladies' Champion of India
Interested in American Play

Miss Tara Deodhar, champion of
India for the last three years, has
been in this country for the last
three to four months and is eager to
participate in any of our tourna-
ments. This information was ob-
rained from a delightful letter from
the lady in question and stirs the
interest of “Bird Chatter’” as to
the relative merits ol play of the
ladies of these two countries.

She is presently residing at 1717
Kendall Ave., Madison 5, Wiscon-
sin and it is recommended that the
nearest club or association take
immediate steps to contact her.
Welcome, Miss Deodhar, and we
hope to see you on our courts
enjoying the game with our own
players.

Midwest Association
Publishes Pamphlet

The first issue of NEWS LET-
TER, a house organ ol the Mid-
west Association, was presented to
the Midwest clubs during Decem-
ber. Stanley G. Fliteraft, editor,
plans to issue two more ol the
pamphlets during the season. The
4 page [irst issue is mosl inlerest-
ing, parlticularly the listing ol mem-
ber clubs.  Good work, Midwest.

DOUG GRANT

WORLD PROFESSIONAL CHAMPION

Author of "BADMINTON", the game's

most highly illustrated textbook, Doug
rant brings you the latest news, com-

ments, and instructional tips in

CANAPIAN SPORT MONTHLY
the world's foremost all-sport magazine

B OwWTWLY

Empire Life Bldg., Montreal, P.Q.

Officlal organ of the
Canadian Badminton Assoclation




Canadians Star
at Buffalo Tournament

(irant Henry and Reg Little of
Toronto repeated their viclory of

last year as Canadian players an-
nexed two ol the three doubles
events al the Buffalo A. C. Annual
Invitation Tournament held Jan-
uary 18, 19, 20.

Two exhibitions enlivened the
finals with Ken Quigley, ranking
No. 3 United States player de-
feating Don MeclLean of Toronto
15-7, and Hugh Forgie and Stig
Larson entertaining with a comedy
acl.

Results:

Men's Doubles
Henry and Little, Toronto, defeated
Clinton Stephens and 1d. Shields,
N. Y. C,, 15-5, 15-5.

Ladies’ Doubles
Mrs. Patsy Donevan Starrett  and
Lenora Smith, Buffalo, defeated Alice
Brown and Dorothy Ralph. Bufflalo,
18-13, 15-7.

Mired Doubles
Barbara  Ince and  [larry  Whelan,
Toronto, defeated Mrs. Pat Starrett
and Bobby Williams, Buffalo, 18-13,
18-13.

Correspondenl — Jack O’'Bannon

Oklahoma Plans Major Tourney

The Annual Oklahoma Open is
being planned for the last of
March or early April and the
Committee is hoping to have play-
ers [rom all over the nation attend.
The exactl date will be announced
to Class A Associations or the
individual players as the situation
may determine.

The Annual Club Tournament
ol the Continental Oil Co. was
held on January 26, 27 and the
results are as [ollows:

Men's Singles
A. V. Archer defcated Burnys Thomp-
son, 13-15, 15-2, 17-15.

Ladies’ Singles
Junette  Summers defealed  Carmen
Thompson, 1-7, 11-3.

Men’s Doubles

John Wolfe and Archer defeated Gene

Carton and Wayne Glover. 15-12. 15-10.
Ladies’ Doubles

Patsy Harman and Margaret Norley

defealed Eleanor Round and Carmen

Thompson, 12-15. 15-11, 15-9.

Mired Doubles

Patsy Harman and Burnys Thompson

defeated AL V. Archer and NMrs. Archer,

15-0, 15-13.

Correspondenl — Georye Harman

Malaya Sends Greetings

Through NMr. Fred W. Russell,
President of the Midwest Associ-
ation, the National Secretary has
exchanged letters with Mr. Tan
PPan Tai, Vice-President of the
Selangor Badminton Association.
and Badminton Association ol
Malaya. Mr. Tai writes As
\ice-President of the Selangor
Badminton Association and Bad-
minton Association ol Malayva |
send hearly greatings from Kuala
Lumpur and MNalaya. Now that
there is peace all over the world
we are very happy lo rejoice and
to give our heartful thanks to
GOD. We hope that the game of
Badminton will begin in the near
future and international matches
etc. may be played as early as
possible.  We shall be thankful if
photos, handbooks. ete.. from your
country could be sent in exchange
for handbooks, photos ete. from
Selangor and Malaya. | am writ-
ing to the 17 countries of the
world interested in Badminton.”

Copies ol Bird Chatter” were
sent and a copy ol the Barnes’
Official Guide i1s on its way.

size the lirsl lime,
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These are nol the original “'Jack Purcell’ Badminton Shoes.
are lifled, here is a sturdy, comlortable, canvas, rubber-soled shoe suitable for Badminton, Squash and
Tennis. Good quality canvas uppers, and tough, long-wearing, sure-gripping GRAY soles. These shoes
are now in production and are being shipped to retailers as quickly as possible.
Iry again soon.

B. F.Goodrich Badminton Shoes

BADMINTON SHOES WITH "P. F."

"P. F." means Posture Foundation.

A patented

feature which cradles the arch in a way to ward

off strain

leg muscles.
active games.

it keeps the bones of the foot in their
natural, normal position avoiding tired, strained
Gives correct foot support in fast,

Means greater comlort and pro-
tection for the athlete.

Until design and construction regulations

If you don't tind your




Former American and French
Champs Defeated at No. Calif.

The First Annual Athens Ath-
letic Club Open Badminton Cham-
pionships held December 1 and 2,
made history when the 1941 United
States Ladies” Champion, Mrs.
Thelma Kingsbury Scovil, and Lthe
presenl IF'rench Men’s Champion,
QOzzie Milton, wenl down Lo defeal
before Lhe outstanding play of
Janet Wright and Norman Blan-
chet. Nost ol the [inalisls are
members ol the California Bad-
minton Club excepting Bob Abboll,
Tom Ough, Dave Copenhagen and
Mildred Jude of the Oakland Bad-
minton Club and Corrin and Horn
from the Oakland YMCA Badmin-
ton Club.

Norm Blanchet, who pulled off

a grand slam in the August meeling
al the Oakland YMCA, repeated
the performance in this tourna-
menl, even under the handicap of
officiating as Lournament manager.
(This district is sorely in need of
some non-playing enthusiasts will-
ing Lo assist in running Llourna-
menls — step right up, folks!!).

It was good to see so many of

our ex-service men back on Lhe
courls and also, on Lthe umpire’s
stand, Frank Gliebe and Bob Mec-
Donald, still willingly doing more
than their share of game-calling.
The NCBA direclors, afler a
hurried and aslonished look at the
kids who won Lthe Veteran’s Dou-
bles, raised Lhe age ol that event
from 35 to 40 for the Northern
California Championships. Johnny
Smart, as a direclor, very sporl-
ingly voted himself oul of the evenl.
IEx-Lieut. Svend Knudsen, a
former Northern California Singles
Champion, surprised his [riends by
relurning home with a bride.
RESULTS
Ladics’ Singles
Juncet Wright defeuted Thelima Scovil,
-8, 11-6.
Men's Singles
Norman Blanchet defented Qzzie Hil-
ton, 15-5, 15-9.
Lad tes' Doubles
Helen Ough aod Janet Wright delented
Shirley Blanchet and Jean Kichy, 5-15,
15-9, i5-10,
Men's Doubles
Bob Alibott and Norman Blanchet. de-
fented  Dave  Copenhogen and o
Ough, 15-8, 15-13.
Mised Doubles
Norman and Shirley Blanchet deleated
Mildred Jode aml Boly Abboty, 15-8,
17-11.
Velerans' Doubles
Juck Boegle and Johin Smael delented
Merle Corrin and Art Horen, 15-11, 15-7,

Correspondent — 13l Morrison

Tournament Sanctions

Membership in clubs is showing
rapid growth and the number ol
clubs is increasing constantly. This
situation has stimulated the desire
for more lournamenls, exhibitions
and increased entries in these al-
fairs. BUT, complications are be-
ginning to show up because ol
either Lhe lack of knowledge by
the individual of how Lo protect
his or her amaleur standing or the
same lack of knowledge by the
Tournament Chairman ol how Lo
properly plan his dates for tourna-
menl play.

The rules are simple and definite
and have been built for two pur-
puses: Lo protect the sport, which
means YOU and YOUR CLUB,
and Lo provide the necessary infor-
mation [or proper publicily, seed-
ing and ranking.

While rules perlaining Lo Ama-
teur Status and Exhibitions are to
be found in the ABA Rules Book-
let, Wilson’s “How To Play Bad-
minton’”’ and Barnes’ Badminton
Guide — 1940, those involving
sanctions have not been as widely
published. At this time of year
the question ol proper tournament
sanclion plays a most vital part
and for this reason the present
regulations as to sanctioning are
printed below.

Rule 2, Section i, of the “Rules
for Amateur Standing” slates Lhat
a player may [erfeil his, or her,
amaleur slanding “by parlicipaling
in an exhibition or tournament
that has not been Lruly authorized
or sanclioned”.

Protect yoursell by being certain
that the Lournamenls you enler
are properly sanctioned. There
are no lees and only a minimum
of red Lape is required. Il is only
necessary [or the sponsoring club
Lo fill out a simple form and send
iL Lo the proper authorizing body
lor official approval. Along with this
Official Approval, they will receive
a sumple “Result Form”, which
they return, properly [illed oul,
when the event has been concluded.

Simple enough bul every bit of

il nceessary Lo avoid conflicling
dates which detract from maximum
atlendance and enjoyment, prolect
amaleur status, insure availability
ol records ol performance and in
general promole a smoothly funec-
Lloming  program of Lournaments.
Tournaments require sanclion as
follows:
I. Local Tournaments.
a. Sanction by your own Class
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A Association Tournament Chair-
man (who will notify the B'egional
Chairman) for events limited to
players of one association. )

b. Sanction by Regional Chair-
man direct or through Class A
Chairman il players [rom Lwo or
more associations are eligible to
participate. (To avoid conflict of
dates between associalions.)

2. All Class A Stale and Regional
Championship Tournaments:

a. Sanction by both Regional
and National Chairmen. (To avoid
conflict between states and regions
on open tournaments and to con-
solidate closed tournaments when-
ever possible on the same weekends
to leave more open dates.)

b. Al Championships below
Class A should be cleared through
the Regional and Nalional Chair-
men Lo avoid conflict though sanc-
tion by the Regional Chairman is
sufficienl.

3. Inler-regional Tournaments.

a. All Tournaments where play-
ers from Lwo or more regions are
eligible either open or by invilation
musl be sanctioned by the Na-
tional Chairman. (Check [irst
wilth your Regional Chairman to
be sure your dates are ‘“‘all clear”
in your own region. His O. K. on
the application will save checking
by the National Chairman).

Application Blanks and Result
Forms are available [rom your
Class A Tournament Chairman er
Regional Chairman. Nothing to il!
Yel every bit ol it is viltal to a
well run tournament season.

National Tournament Chairman:

Adon N. Smith II, 131 Brevard
Courl, Charlotte 2, N. C.

Regional Tournament Chairmen:
1. New Lngland: John E. Garrod,
47 Colburn Rd., Wellesley 1lills
82, Mass.

2. Middle Atlantic: Herman Op-
penheim, c¢/o New York Trust
Co., New York 15, N. Y.

3. Southern: lidgar IForio, c/o
Coca Cola Co., Allanta, Ga.

4. Nidwesl: IF'red W. Russell, 164
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, Il
5. Weslern: George D. llarmon,
Continental @il Co., Ponca City,
Okla,

0. -l’u(_'ific: John A. Ileming,. 5658
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 36, Cal.

“Bird Chatter” would like Lo
place one more semi-official require-
ment on the “broad shoulders”
of cach Tournament Commillee
(,hulrl.nan. Namely, see that your
commitlee or regular “Bird Chatter
Correspondent” sends in a copy of
resulls and a short slory.




IFebruary 1, 2, 3
February 9, 10

February
February
February
February
February

March 1, 2
March 2, 3
March 8, 9, 10
March 9, 10
March 9, 10
March 9, 10

15, 16
16, 17
23, 24

March 15, 16, 17

March 16, 17
March 19 -23
March 23, 24
March 21, 22, 23
March 29, 30, 31
March

April 3, 6,
April 5, 6,
April
April

May
May
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Tournament Calendar — Secason of 1945.46

11,12, 13 —

11th Annual Northern California Championships, Athens A. C.

Western New York B and ¢“C” Championships, 174th Armory, Buftalo
Private Schools Invitation Tournament, Girls Latin School Gym, Baltimore.
Mass. Class ““D”’ Championships, Dedham, Mass.

I1th Annual Ohio State Open Championships, Cleveland.
Niagara Falls Country Club Annual Invitation, Western N. Y.
Los Angeles Recreation Dept. “B”.

Assn.

Mass. ¢“C>> Championships Univ. Club, Boston.

6th Annual Ohio State Closed Championships, Cincinnati.

10th Annual Championships, Greater St. Louis B. Assn., St. Louis Univ. Gym.
Maryland State Junior Tournament, Gilman School Gym, Baltimore.

Kodak Badminton Club Annual Invitation, Rochester, N. Y.

Annual Midwest Championships Closed.

- Gilman School Invitation Mixed Doubles, Baltimore.

Mectropolitan Handicap Doubles, Old 69th Armory, N. Y. City.
Maryland State Championphips, Gilman School Gym, Baltimore.

Conn. State Class “A”” and ““B”> Men’s and Ladies’ Singles and Doubles.
Mass. State Closed Championships, Univ. Club, Boston.

Y. City.

LEastern Badminton Tournament, Old 69th Armory, N.
Southern California Tournament.

Western N. Y. Open Championships, Buffalo A. C.
California State Tournament.

7th Annual Invitation Missouri A. C.

Oklahoma Open Championships, Continental Gym.

Pacific Southwest Championships.
Southern California “B”> Championships.

the Better Nets for Wg'h\er\d-grommefs

Knit strong and true
. under our exclusive con-
37'\3:] manufacfunng system, Gold

e al Dreadnought and Gold

Medal nets have longer wear

built right into them. Gold

Medal Dreadnought has the
\\ heavier top binding and is equipped
It has six-thread 1"
squore\\mesh in 18, 20, and 21 foot lengths.

Gola\Me al also comes in 18, 20 and 21

foot) |éng'hs Ask your dealer for com-

BADMINTON

4%//////

\/ plete specifications and prices.

THE AMERICAN NET & ‘LWINE DIVISION

OF THE LINEN THREAD CO., Inc. * 60 E. 42 ST., N.Y. 17, N.Y.
NEW YORK—BOSTON—BALTIMORE—CHICAGO—SAN FRANCISCO—GLOUCESTER
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Action Pictures
by Ken Davidson

Left
— Tlorehand “Put-Away™ at Nel.
Nole the elfort to reach the

shuttle before it drops below net
level.

i
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Vhove

This striking pholograph shows
KNen Davidson making a forehand
smash.  Note the wrist is well
back as the arm is straightening
oul thus assuring  full power
and correct follow through.

Left

IFinish ol “Around the Head™
Smash.

Nole the fine follow through ol
the wrist, with body well balanced
to play any succeeding shot.,

18




Three of these piclures appear in the American Bad-
minlon Associalion OFFICIAL BADMINTON
GUIDE. 1946 — Published by A. S. Barnes  Co..
New York. Available al leading sporling goods slores.

Right

— Ihgh Backhand Smash [rom
Mid-Court.

Note the effort to gel in back
ol the shuttle and the arm well
oul from the body so as not to
cramp Lhe follow through.
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Above

— High Back Tand Clear.
K

S

Note full back swing even in
the air, right elbow well up and
eyes glued to the shutltle.
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Right
Back Hand Drop Shot al Nel.

¥ o
o

it
b

This shol is played below (he
nel. level.  Note wrist well back
even as the arm straightens for
contacl  al Lhe highest  possible
point.
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o (Chinome-"Jewcat will do as
much for your Badminton as it
did for your Tennis . . . . .

Each string is identified by
the 4 Bar Mark = = == '==

Chrome-Twist

Racket Gut

Lrawn From Lite

Kz=n Todsz

J O HNSON S UTURE CORPOROATTION
5001 WEST 67ru STREET . . CHICAGO 33, ILLINOISJ



The “"World's Professional Title” Tangle

In the Oclober issue ol the
Canadian Sport Monthly an article
by John Chartier *“‘Grant Chal-
lenges Jack Purcell for World Pro
Badminton Crown’’ roused a storm
of comment in Canadian circles
and stirred the intlerest of many
American players to whom the
names of Purcell and Grantl pro-
duced many memories. Doug
Granl was mostly a legendary
name to those who lollowed Cana-
dian Badminton in print bul to
the states bordering Canada he
was known to many, particularly
New [England, where he had com-
peted successfully in the 1934
Open Tournament. Jack Purcell,
on the other hand, spent many
years in America playing in all
parts of the country and had
officiated at many major tourna-
ments including the first Natlion-
als at Chicago in 1937. He had
and still has an enviable reputation
as one ol the real promoters of
American Badminton, giving ad-
vice, counsel and instruction to
players and organizers in many
cities from coast to coast. Be-
lieving that readers ol “Bird Chal-
ter” are interested in stories con-
cerning professionals as well as
the story behind this “world’s
professional Litle” enigma, contacts
were made with both of the above
and discussions held with a number
of other persons who had certain
knowledge pertaining Lo the subject
and the flacts and opinions are
herewith presented.

FFollowing the challenge issued
by Granl a slatemenl was issued
by Purcell Lo the Canadian press
in December. ‘‘Aflter much serious
consideration, | have decided to
announce my retirement {rom fur-
ther competitive Badminton play.
With my forty-second milestone
just around the corner, | feel il
would be unwise Lo engage in any
more serious singles compelition as
my present dutlies in Lthe stock
brokerage business will not allow
me Lo devole the time and energy
Lo keep mysell in the top physical
condition that Badminton singles
demands.  This does nol mean
that I am hanging up my racquel
as | am still intensely interested
in the game and expect Lo conlinue
to play regularly and help promole
the game whenever | am able Lo
do s0. Ny regret in nol being
uble Lo accepl Doug Grant's chal-
lenge for a world’s proflessional

Litle match is somewhal tempered
by the fact Lthat I mel Graal in
several exhibilion singles malches
four or five years ago and at that
time not only defeated him in
six or seven dilferenl American
cities but won all Lthe matches
from him withoul the loss of a
single game. There is no question
that Grant is accurately described
as the most complete player de-
veloped in Canadian amaleur ranks
during the past ten or twelve
years. He is strong in all depart-
ments and has developed his touch
and deception to a greater degree
than any of the other players.
However, | do think thal any
claim Grant might make to su-
premacy in the professional ranks
would be seriously challenged by
Stanley Cutts, 33 year old pro-
lessional [rom Toronto’s Carlton
Club. Were [ to nominate
the leading contender flor head
man among the prolessionals, I'd
be inclined to name the smooth
stroking Cutts. He has every-
thing that goes to make up a
great player and a match between
him and Grant would be a
‘natural’.”

The December issue of the
Canadian Sport Monthly carried a
full page story on this abdication,
except the complete Lext ol the
announcement, giving a relatively
complete history ol both personali-
ties and the details of the posting
of successive challenges by Grant
since 1937.

On January 5th Grant advised
“Bird Chatter” that he was en-
gaging in lwo malches with Stanley
Cults, proflessional at the Carlton
Club of Toronto and this was sub-
sequently confirmed in the Mon-
treal press on January 16th. The
first match will Lake place in
Montreal on  Ifebruary 20th and
the second, in Toronto, February
22nd. A third mateh, il necessary
Lo determine the ultimate winner
will return to Montreal at a date
lo be subsequently announced.

These are the facts that have
reached us from various sources.
AL this poinl your editor will as-
sume his editorial prerogalive and
wishes (o go on record that the
following statements are his and
not Lo be considered as the official
opinion of the American Badminton
Association.  Rather they merely
demonstrate the ease in which the
chin can bhe presented in a forward

21

position.  Strangely enough™ the
wriler’s opinion of this title tangle
is almost in direct contrast to his
personal opinion and feeling for
the headliners, Purcell and Grant.
IHe has the grealesl respecl, esleem
and friendship for both and sin-
cerely hopes the latter will not be
compromised by this out-in-the-
open subsequenl comment.

In the years 1932-38 the term
“world’s  proflessional champion”
was used by al least Lhree pre-
fessionals, only one of which, Jack
Purcell, had any reasonable claim
to its use. If the facl that one
professional can consistently meel
and defeal every one he playsg,
either ininformal matches or highly
publicized exhibitions and matches
then there is some basis for con-
sidering him a champion. That
he may be dubbed or consider
that he may assume a world Litle
when his professional competition
is limited to a relalively small
section of the Badminton playing
world and players can be open o
grave question. Bul, grantling
that the public is always right,
there can be little question that,
al least in America and Canada,
Purcell was almost universally rec-
ognized as the besl in the world,
il for no other reason than the
lack of knowledge of any reason-
able contender in any place. It
may be perhaps unlair to inler
that Purcell gave himself Lhis title,
rather it would appear more proba-
ble that it was his enthusiastic
supporters or the desire lor crowd-
pulling publicity on the part of
newspaper reporters or the local
chairman of the committee spon-
soring exhibitions or malches in
which he was compeling. In the
carly days of promotion of Bad-
minton in America il was un-
doubtedly deemed permissible lor
the ultimate result desired — the
build up of Badminton interesl Lo
the wuninitiated public, butl the
errors of the past should not be
the course of action for the present
or the [ulure.

That such an imposing Litle
without legal or official substanti-
ation could be equally assumed by
others is evidenced by the tact that
al least two other professionals
likewise laid claim Lo it and used
it in Lheir personal publicity. These
two were Jess Willard, originally
ol the University Club, Boston,
and Noel Radford, former Cana-
dian amateur star and likewise one
time prolessional al Boston's 400
Badntinton and Tennis Club. Both
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of Lhese gentlemen subsequently
treked across Lhe countlry Lo Lhe
West Coasl claiming the Litle al
various and sundry limes during
the period 1932-38. The basis for
such claims is practically forgolien
al this moment though recollection
has it that the lormer vanquished
some Llouring English and Cana-
dian players and the latter in Lturn
edged Lthe aging Willard before some
parlisans al a benefit exhibition.
The above reasons may be far
from the actual facts bul it is
distinctly remembered that what-
ever their claims were the Boslon
brethren were somewhat amazed as
the claims for the Litle were first
advanced. Bolh in turn became
croppers before Purcell who played
each Lwice in challenge matches.

In 1938, exactl date unknown, an
open Lournament was held in
Canada and a galaxy of profes-
sionals and amateurs competed.
Here it was Lhat Purcell met his
first real compelitive defeal when
Billy Markham ranking No. 2
U. 8. player in 1938, played
brilliantly in defealing the master.
The Lournament was won by Lhe
lale George Goodwin of Lhe Quebec
Winter Club. Previously Purcell
had mel Goodwin in a challenge
3 oul of 5 malch. This was one
of those real thriller-dillers where
with two sels down Purcell came
back to win decisively, literally
crushing Goodwin in the 5th sel.

The Litle under discussion was
nolt given Lo Goodwin as a result
of the Open [venl win as il was
nol placed in compeltition. [l can
also be mentioned that Markham
never laid claim to it by his deleal
of Purcell.

Soon thereafter Grant joined Lhe
professional  ranks following an
oulstanding record of three Cana-
dian  National Singles wins and
numerous  lLournamenl viclories.
Comments in the Canadian Sporls
Monthly would indicate thal he
challenged first in 1937 where it
was Labled for two years and then
postponed during the war, but
other information received would
nol. substantiatle any formal chal-
lenges until the one in October.
It is a matler of record thal in a
series of exhiibitions in the United
States during 1939 and 1940 the
two had some interesting and ex-
citing matches though they were
all won by Purcell.

The latter’s relirement stalement
indicated the grudging admission
ol the champion thal to regain the

necessary condilion for the strenu-
ous defense of a title would be
inconsistent with his added years
and the business position Lo which
he had striven for many years,
and the press release is consislent.

The assumplion of the title by
the challenger, Grant, however,
can in no way be considered au-
thentic nor reasonable. A slrong
contender for the top professional
position, yes, the champion with
full rights to the title, no. To
agree Lhal anyone who challenges
for a title and therelore has the
right lo assume the Litle in the
evenl of relirement of the presenl
titleholder is belittling the Litle:
and the public, with due right, can
readily view the proceedings wilh
a mixlure of raised eyebrows and
a leeling that the professionals can
lake a leal out ol the amateur
books and organize for Lhe pro-
lection of retaining Lheir esteem
amongst the laymen.

The logical resull is [for rec-
ognized contenders to compete for
the crown, but before the aclual
title, “‘world’s professional champ-
ion” can be assumed it must have
some official standing. Pending
a prolessional organized body it
would be reasonably logical thal the
American and Canadian national
amaleur bodies appoint a joint
committee Lo express their opinions
on the determination of a logical
professional champion on this con-
tinent and perhaps in turn the
matter could be presented lo Lhe
International [Federalion for the
nearesl approach Lo a world opin-
ion. That the start of delermining
the top man of this contlinent
might well be Lthe malch between
Grant and Cults is logical.

Now that Purcell has retired lel's
gel this naming and holding of
“strange” Lilles on a logical and
sound basis. Il the professionals
can’t or won’t do it themselves
then the amalenr reigning bodies
should force the issue by refusing
Lo recognize these unsound Litles
and where exhibilions are con-
cerned withhold any mention ol
them in their publicity.

Whatever the result of this chin-
sticker-out the wriler is all agog
al the coming matches in Montreal
and Toronlo and assures ils readers
that it will report the resulls in
the next issue of "Bird Chatter”.
A limited space for any comments
pro or con on Lhis subject will
be made available so express your
opinion il you so desire,
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(Ed. Nole — us we were going lo
press lhe following anonymous leller
wus received [rom New York.)

A group of us, Badminlon en-
thusiasts over a period of several
years, wish Lo draw altention to
the danger of the use of self-styled
Litles which some professionals give
Lo themselves.

Badminton owes a loL lo many
of Lhese professionals who have
worked hard in the promolion of
the game but (here should be a
curb placed on titles which do not
fool any seasoned Badminton play-
er but which is misleading to local
players and newcomers to our
game. These newcomers believe
they are seeing ‘‘the world’s lead-
ing professional” when such is
definitely nol the case.

These sell-given Litles became
almoslt ludicrous a few years ago
and almost placed Badminlon in
Lthe same category as wreslling
with ““champions’ springing up all
over the country.

We nole the conflicting reports
given out by official Badminton
publicalions. First, the *“Bird
Chatter” mentions in Lhe Decem-
ber, 1945, issue aboul a “world’s
professional singles Litle” match
between Jack Purcell and Doug
Granl, no doubt a match arranged
by themselves and using the
world’s title as bail. Then there
is the case of the Connectlicul
State Mixed Doubles Tournament
official programme, issued in Jan-
uary, 1946, staling that an exhibi-
tion will be played by Lthe
“world’s leading  prolessional "
meaning neither Purcell or Grant
nor a professional with the Llop
grade experience of Lhese Lwo or
such oulstanding professionals as
Ken Davidson, IFrank Devlin, Noel
Radlord or others in organized
compelilion.

Until such time as there is a
properly organized professional
tournament run by the ABA or
some olher ecqually responsible
group, lor the “World's Proles-
sional” Litle or “*United States" or
“lcastern” Litles with all proles-
sivnals having an equal opportunily
to play, then we feel that the ABA
should warn the State Associalions
and all its members not Lo subscribe
Lo the looling of speclators by
advertising matches or exhibilions
given by professionals with [ic-
Litious Litles nor allow ollending
professionals Lo continue spreading
false data and information aboul
themselves,

“Lleven racketeers'




BIRDS

that can take a beating!

MUNRQO birds are made of stronger stuff. They take the fastest play —
and come back for more. Absolutely true in flight, they are
so perfectly balanced and finely made that they improve even the best

player’s game!

A MUNRO badminton racket will also give your game a lift.
Strong and with plenty of whip, they are the smartest, fastest-playing “‘bats’’

on the court today!

Remember the name MUNRO!

MUNRO

SPORTS, INC.

MUNRO BUILDING
UTICA 4, NEW YORK




“Have a Coke”
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