
/ I 

I 



I, 

ALWAYS 
THE 

B E S T 

Used Exclusively In lh e 

U· 5· NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1 9 3 8 1 9 3 9 1941 194 2 

and 

MOST OFFICIAL TOURNAMENTS 
throughout the nation 



BIRD CHATTER 
AMERICAN BADMINTON ASSOCIATION 

Vol. 5 FEBRUARY 1946 

'46 Nationals Off - Bids for '4 7 Pour In 

Important Directors Meeting at Buffalo April 5 -7 
" There will be no 194G rational C ha mpionships," announces NaLional 

Secretary John E . Garrod, "and Lhis decision was reluctantly made by the 
Executive CommiUee a fter exhaus tive s tudy of all pertinent fact ors in­
volved . The tremendous inleresL aroused these last six weeks, however , 
assures us of a super affair in 1947. To date the ABA has received 'tenta Live 
bids from eight sources. While these can not be officially released, iL can 
be mentioned that on e is on the East Coast, one in the Southwest, tltree 
on the West Coast and three in the Northern Middle Region States. Some 
of these would have liked the event this year but certain local conditions 
would not have been in proper shape by t ow·nament time. The Executive 
Committee h as considered it absolutely essential to hold a Directors M eet­
ing, however , and this date is seL for April 5 - 7 at Buffalo N . Y. during 
the Lime of the West ern N .Y. Open Tournament. I can 't stress too strongly 
the need for all Di.rectors, who can possibly do so, to plan now to attend. 

Complete details of the Buffalo Meeting will be forwarded to each Na­
tional Director in ample time for discussion with his constituents of some 
of the major items to be presented . In order to have all p ertinent subjects 
to be discussed disseminated to the Directors in this connection it is earnest­
ly requested that each Director forward any problems he wishes brought 
up to the National Secretary a L the earliest possible date. Entry blanks 
for the t ournament play and ma tters pertaining to hotel reservations will 
be forwarded to each Director by the Chairman of the Tournament Com­
mittee "aL an early dale." 

Executive Committee Report 

Badminton sLarLed iLs postwar 
revival wiLh a rush immed ia tely 
following Y-J day and your Na­
tiona l E xecutive CommiLLee had 
high hopes of reviving Lhe Na Li onal 
C hampionships this season. A 
ba llo L of the AllA Directorate in 
Lhe September 111eeling showed 
general interes t and e11Lhusiasm for 
reins la Le111enL of the Nationals 
LhroughouL Lhe country buL re­
orga nizu Li on of C lass A Associa Lions 
hat! n oL progrcsi;cd suffi<'ient.l y l'or 
n11 y def'i11iLe bids Lo rcsulL, despite 
sr.vr.ra l expressions o f' i11Lcrcs L. 

B y L11 c Lirnc or Lhc November 
Directors l\l celi11g, Li 111c was run-
11i11g ouL a 11d a 11 curl y dcc:ision 
irnpcru livc. Nulicc of a dead line 
011 ,Ju1111ury JOLl1 was given Lo­
ge l.lier witl, a reprinl of Prcside11L 
C rufts le lt.Br of DeC'c111hcr 1!JLl1 , 
repo1'li11g 110 liids lo dale u11d urg­
ing tl10 Dir1w Lors t.o l' l1cck 011cc 
11g11i11 111 1 possil1ili1.i,!s i11 L11 oir ureas. 

Hy Lliis Li,110 lo1·a l reorganizalio11 
i11 vurio11s soclions l,u<l reached H 

st age which made it possible for 
some enthusiasLit: groups to make 
de finite inquiry. For the record, 
Lhose willing and able Lo m a ke the 
efforL of al leasL LenlaLive bids 
included BalLimore, Clevela ocl , 
l ndianapolis and New H aven. 
They are t o be commended for 
Lheir inleresL in reins LaLing our 
C hampionships for Lhe good of our 
ga rnc. 13y Lhe lime or Lhe dead 
li11c, J3u1Limorc and India napolis 
had found iL impossible Lo over­
come some major requiremcnL so 
LhuL dcl'inile bids were received 
frorn Cleveland and New I fnvcn. 
A rcciLal o l' Lhe effo rL expcnclecl by 
Lhcsc groups Lu surn1ounL Lhe 
various difficullies encountered 
would fill scvcrul pages. A de­
tailed record or corrcspondcnee, 
phone calls, lclcgra111s, e Lc. is i11 
Lho files. J L is sufficic11L lo say in 
Lh is reporL Lha L Lhcy aro Lo be 
highly cu111111e1Hled for Lhcir inler­
esL and i11gcnuiLy in finding ways 
and means Lo al loasl 111ake dc l'i11iLe 
bids. J lowovcr, a hurried sun'CY 
uf tho probable l'iold ol' conlosLnnLs 
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indicated tha L it would n ot be a 
N a_Lion~y representa tive group. 
This maJor fac tor combined with 
Lhe exis ting transporta tion prob­
lem a nd Lhe even more ominous 
railroad\vise, the difficulty of ac­
commocla Ling a N a Lional aaLherina 
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an t 1e s t ra.m on the recently re-
organized and sLill undermanned 
local groups forced your Executive 
Committee to regre tfully conclude 
that we had bes t postpone t he 
Nationals for thjs season and con­
centrate on 1947. 

The problem of the adminis­
Lration of the associa Lion, elec tion 
of new officers and revampino- of 
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comll11Ltees, etc. so that we will 
be in A-1 shape for a big season 
next year ,vill be hanclled by a 
special meeting of the Dir ectors in 
conjunction with the Western New 
York Open T ow-nament at Buffalo 
on April 5-7. A large number of 
Directors have indicated tha t Lhey 
will be able to a LLend personally 
or send representa tives; all oLhers 
will be asked t o make comple te 
written repor ts and recommenda­
tions for consideration. 

Your Executive CommiLLee will 
recommend at Lh.is mee ting im­
mecliaLe positive ac tion on a regu­
lar N aLiooal Cha mpionships a nd 
Annual l\leeling for Lhe pring of 
19-17 wiLh the a im or announcing 
loca Lion and elate ve ry early (no L 
later than September) so tha L Lhe 
en Lire American 13adminton Associ­
Lion may be able Lo concenLra Lc 
on the bigges t a nd besL gathering 
ever held ns a rnmk or our s LnrL 
011 peace time development. 

For Lhis season we nrc encourng­
ing the holding or regional open 
Lourna111enls as the bcsL nvni lnblc 
s Lcp in our comeback Lu a normal 
Lourna me11L program. The Ohio 
~ Lale open at Cleveland, February 
lu-17, Ens lcrn open al 1. Y. CiLy, 
F obrnary 20-30-3 1, Wes tern 1• Y. 
open al 13uffnlo (plus Direc tors 
111ccLing) Ap ril 5-7, a po:,; ·il.Jlc ' cw 
l~11g l11ml Tourna111enL, Lhe P acific 
·uuLhwesL in ~lay anti oLhers 

l.Joing considered, will do 11n1d1 lo 
s ti111ulale 13nd111i11Lon inlcres L. 
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Editorial 
T ournament season is here and 

with it, perforce, the trials and 
tribula tions of t ournament com­
mittees with special emphasis on 
the judges, referees, umpires and 
linesmen. Many clubs and as­
sociations have given little or no 
real thought t o the study of our 
playing . rules and the nec~ssity 
for thell" proper and consist ent 
interpreta tion by not only the 
committee but also by their field 
representatives the referee and h.is 
hard working cohorts, the umpires 
and linesmen. T o be sure, these 
gentlemen and ladies do not us­
ually assume their duties until the 
Lhe la tter rounds of an y tournament 
play, the quarters perhaps, but 
usually from Lhe semis on. 

At thfa stage the tension is apt 
lo be pretty terrific and partisan­
ship inevitably reigns high. The 
older playing groups have generally 
developed certain individuals whose 
services are in cons Lant demand bu L 
Lhe lis t is asLonishfogly short of 
true and tried judges. T oo often 
Lhe referee in despera tion is forced 
Lo call on a mere score-caller. T his 
chap in man y cases becomes Lhe 
proverbial skunk a L a lawn party 
Lo a ll and sundry partisans of Lhe 
losers and second-guess specLa Lors 
Lhru lack of knowledge of when, 
wha t and how Lo make quick and 
proper ruli11gs. J n many sports 
requiring judges, Lite position is 
one Lha L curries l1igh es teem a nd 
1'1,ll recog11iLiun ul' Lruc worth und 
vulue Lo Lhe respecti ve sporL. 
J udgi11 g by Llrese persons is as­
s11rned us a ehullcngc for Lhcm Lo 
lie as good in Ll1 eir f'i eld us Lite 
persons tl1cy urn judging arc lead­
en; i11 Ll1 cirs. Man y funn er· play­
ers und rcp11LulJlc spceLaLor cnl,hus­
ias ts should IJe enlis ted Lo f'or111 a 
corps o f' judges, with Lru ining in 
Ll1is ac ti vity rcaso11u lily compurublc 
Lo Lite tra ining o f' Lhc more ac ti ve 
tournumcnL pla yer. 

By and l~rge, mos l professionals 
and former s ta rs will do a credit­
able job wi Lh no though L of favori L­
ism. They' readily admit and are 
contritely awa re when a sp~L­
Liming decision may have been 111-

correc L. Some of the most diffi­
cult infractions t o call a rise in t he 
case of carries or double hi Ls, 
incorrec t serves (high or foo l li ft­
ing) a nd improper actions by Lhe 
receiver (moving forward or back ­
wal"d before Lhe server hi l s t he 
shuttle.) 

Scoring is re la ti vely s imple, 
though for some strange reason 
even the bes t players of both 
sexes invariably get confused as t o 
position 6:r service in mixed dou­
bles and thus the umpire must be 
const antly alert. The main fea­
tu re of scoring is the non-uni­
formity of calls and th.is is found 
primarily in the different words or 
sequence of them used by umpires 
from the various sections of the 
country. 

Perhaps all these phases of the 
rules of the game should be nation­
alized b y Lhe Iational Rules Com­
mittee but "Bird Chattel'" believes 
t hat better action might be taken 
by those ,vho are part icularly inter­
est ed in th.is non physical part of 
this game by a different approach. 
We would like clubs, associations 
or the individuals themselves to 
give us an opinion on t he forming 
of a Judges Corps and we'll ta ke 
it upon ourselves Lo sLarL Lhe ball 
rolling fo\· a round robin letter Lo 
those cagc l' and willing Lo form 
such a group for the "promotion of 
good judges, the adoption of a 
code of propel' calls and interpre­
La Lions of kno LLy p roblems" . 

T he fo rmation or non-forma t ion 
of any such group, howevel', in no 
way relie,;es Lhe tournament play­
ers from learn ing a nd observing 
no L only Lhe rules buL Lhe common 
courLe ies of Lhe spor L. T oo ol'Len 
informal pJay pl'ior Lo Lite tourna­
ment. scaso11 develops uneonseious­
ly, we sinecrely hope, bad ha bits 
in both courtesy a nd observa nce 
of the cornr11011 pla ying l'llles. I 11 

this 11011-umpi red Ly pc of play Lhe 
good sportsma n will refrain from 
action 011 the L'o111·L lo call his 
oppunc11L on infrae Li ons or seem­
ing infrac tions o f' Lite ru les a nd 
ycL will carry a lus ti ng i111pressio11 
of' Lltcsc viola tions. T hey inev i­
tabl y erop up in subsequent IJud­
minton discussions b y bo th Lhe 
resentful player a nd ma ny spec ta­
tors who, though 110 L ue Li ve pla y­
ers Lltcmsclvcs at'e in many eases 

beUer versed in the technicalities 
of the game than the player who 
opera tes under Lhem. 

[f there is a moral Lo Lhis dis­
eussion or a thought Lo be gained 
a nd put into prac tice it must be 
yours to det ermine a nd /or a pply. 
No amount of words will ma ke Lhe 
consistent v iolator or the on-Lhe­
border-line player perha ps change 
his spots BUT Lhe decisive, correc t 
decisions by respected judges can 
cro fa r t o properly impress the wilful 
~r unknowing violator tha t Lhe 
aame has a definite st andard of 
playing rules and courtesies tha t 
should and must be observed. 

Is Chivalry Dead? 
For a long t ime it has been one 

of om pet thoughts t o projec t a 
little campaign t o eliminate the use 
of the t erm " \Vomens". This has 
been widely used in listing t he 
events in which our fair sex partici­
pat e without t he benefit of any help 
(or hindrance) from us stalwart(~) 
males. M ost t ournament entry 
blanks and reports list " Women's 

ingles" and ' ·\Vomen 's D oubles" . 
Your editor has t ried consist enLly 
to blue pencil all such and write 
in "Ladies" before t he m ake-up 
man get s his cop y, believing that 
the constant reader, especially Lhe 
T ourna ment chairman , will see Lhe 
light. Alas, we still see the un­
chival rous, not t oo complimenta ry 
word, ' ' \Vomen 's", consis tently 
popping up from all s ides in reports 
for our columns. 

So with prancing s teed and shin y 
lance, we open Lhe visor wide and 
shout Lo one and a ll TO THE 
LADIES, fa ir, f'aL or forty, buL 
TO THE L ADIES. Wha t. say 
you, Knaves ? 

AB A Dues 
Helurns Lo da te indica te a sub­

·La ntia l increase in Lhe number of 
clubs over las L season. C lass A 
Associa tion Treasurers a re reques t­
ed lo send dues for present member­
s hi p promp tly. Additional dues 
should nol be delayed jus t. Lo make 
one c·om pie Le report. 

Roy Jordan - New Director 
Announcement is made by Lhe 

National ecre la ry, J ohn Gan od, 
of Lite a ppoin tment of Boy J ordan, 
320 ~ orth Central Avenue, Clay ton 
5, M issouri , to fill t.he unexpired 
term of Lhe la te H. Wa rd SLa rrell. 

l issouri elubs please note, and 
weleome Lo lhe A BA D ireetorate, 
Hoy. 



Wanda Bergman Celebrates Return to Connecticut Play by Winning Mixed Title 

Vfl lo Right - Leo R ewinski and Hope Smith, New Haven, Class B Champs; Wnlt Raymond and E leanor R oss, Greenwich, Class ,\ 
Runners-up; ,vanda Bergman and Fred F ullin, ·wesLporL, Class A Champs; Mnrnce.R aymond and Duke Domonkos, Class Il Runners-up. 

Separating the Mixed Doubles 
play from the Lawes' and Men's 
Doubles and Singles, and running 
the Mixed as a tournament in 
itself, proved to be a success 
when the Connecticut Badmin ton 
Association held its championship 
play a l t he Stamford YI\ ICA 
,January 12 and 13. There were 
more than fifty t eams entered i11 
Class A and 13 com pet,itio,1. 

W,rnda f3erg-man former atio11-
al Ladies' Doubles C hampion , and 
Fmd Fullin of L11 c Westport Bad­
mi11l.011 Clu b defeated Walt lla y-
111orHI a11d Elea nor Hoss of' the 
Cree11 wi l'l1 lladrni11to11 Club i11 the 
final i-; t.o t.ake tl11i Class A drnrn ­
pionHlii p, I !i-!J, 12-1 !i, l!i-8. Leo 
1l Bwir1ski a11d I lope S111ilh of' tlw 

f! II' 11 a Vf'II 11ad llli11 l.011 Cl II Ii wo11 
l'r, 1111 f)u fu· Do11 11J11kos u11d J\ l ar11eP 
fl11y 111 11111I 111' l.l1 n 1•11· C11 11aa 11 llad-
11 1ii'111J11 C lulJ i11 lh C lass II f'i11als, 
I fi-!J, I fi- 12. 

Lr·a ( ;111.; l11vH1J11 11 11d I lell'11 ( ;ili­
"'"I , l!J l fi C l11 HH A l illc•holdl'rs did 
1101 d1d'1·11d . Tiu: l !J-1/i ( :lass II 

champs, Eel Janis and Agnes H er­
sam, went out in the quarter 
final s. 

In the A matches: 
Sc111 i~finals 

J<\Ll li11 and Ilergwnn dcfcntcd Shields 
and I foll wii;, 15-11, 9-15, 15-6. l111 y111011d 
11ncl Hoss dcl'cntc<l Chnp1111 111 111ul 
Geori;c, 18-15, 15-12. 

Q11/lrh-r-fi11uls 
C hnp11111n 1111d Gl'org-c !il.fl'11l,•d D111111 ll('r 
11 11d I IPrlH·rl , 9- 15, 15-10, 15- 1 l. H11 y-
11101ul 1111(1 floss dl'l'e1t l!•d l\ lnssl'y n111I 
Allin,s, l :i-S, l S-11. S hi (•lds 1111d ll 1•llwii-: 
d l'f'<'nlt•d llnymond nnd Ch11p11 11 111, U-1 5, 
111- 1:1, 1:i- 1:1. F11lli11 nud B,•rg-111nn d1•­
f',•1t l l'd l•'l1•wl'll y11 1111d S ioull·r , l:i-<J , IS-:1. 

I 11 Lhe B 111aLcl1es: 
Sm, i~fi11uls 

l\,·wiuski n11d S111ilh dt •f't•11 l1•d ll11lhg1•l11•r 
1111d lllil<'k, 17- 1-1, 15- 1~. Do111011lws 
1111( 1 ll11 v111011d d1·1',•11l1·d I lollown y 1111(1 
S11lli r111i°, 1:.-1~, 1~- IS, IS- I. • 

<},"' rfrr~{i, " ' Is 
I lt>llow11\' 1111d S11 ll i1'1111 d1-l'l'nll'd l•:llis 
111ul 111 •1 ,'\'l'r, IB- 1:1, S- IS, IS- Ill . Do111 -
0 11 kos 111111 ll 11y 111011d d1•f1•11 l1•d 1'1•l,•rso11 
11 11d Vt>g l, IS-·10, U- 1~,. 1:.-<J . l\1•wi11ski 
11 1111 S111i11t d1.f,•11l1·d S 111i11t 11 11d ll1•id , 
1:.-U, l~- 1:i, 17- 1<,. llulhg-,· l>l'r t1Jl(I 
111! ... k d,·l',·11t,·d J1111is 1111d I lt-r~11 111 , 
I :i-1), I 11- 1 ::i. 
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Westport defeated Wa terbury in 
Class A and New Canaan defeated 
the Bristol Co. of Waterbury in 
Class l3 in the J\ [ixed Doubles 
team play-ofl's at the New Haven 
Lawn Club, Sunday, January 20. 

The Slate T ournamen t is sl'l1ecl-
11 led for larch 23 and 2,L l\ len'::; 
and Ladies' Doubles and Singles 
in Classes A and B will be played. 
Slale league Lea111 matches got 
underway l•'el)l'UHl'Y 1. 

The Bl'idgcport Bad111i11L1H1 
Clul>'s Annual Class B Ttllll'Jle~ 
will lie l11•ld 1\ larl'l1 \l and 10 in 
the lhidg1•11t1rt YW< :,\ . 

Nl'w ol'l'i,·ers ol' lhe 1ew I la\'L'II 
Y 1\ 1( :A Bad111i11trn1 Cluli art\ Pn•s i­
dl'11 L, l•: wald N il' kl'I ; \ ' i,·t>- Pres i­
lk 111, Colin Halhg,•liN : S,•nL'lnry­
Tr,•asurl'r, 1 larnld Shaw. 

Corn•:,1m1ull'11l - Dun I frr:stu /1 
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New Jersey Doubles Teams Vie 

in Keen "Ladder" Competition 
Enthusiasm in favor of reorganizing Lhe New Jersey Badminton League 

produced a novel competiti ve idea when several of Lhe leadin~ clubs were 
unable to enLer full t eams in both "A" and " B" league competition. 

Men' and Ladies' Doubles divisions, of the New Jersey Badminton 
Ladder were formed. Every other fonday :Morning the Ladies play on 
the four spacious courts of the l\lontclair Athletic Club where they challenge 
and play for ladder positions. 

Interest is very keen, and t he number of teams has been doubled since 
the first session. 

The first 10 Ladder posi Lions as of December 17th were: 
POSITION TEAM AND CLUB 

1. l\ lrs. J. F. Callanan and Mrs. Howard Brand 
Montclair A. C. 

2. 1 rs. A. Moth and Mrs. E. H. McFarland 
Hackensack Badminton Club 

3. :Mrs. Jos. I-laura and Mrs. L. McDonald 
Hackensack Badminton Club 

4. Mrs. John Teeter and Mrs. J.M. Arthur 
Plainfield Badminton Club 

5. Mrs. T. Leggett and Mrs. Geo. Smith 
Plainfield Badminton Club 

6. Mrs. J. Thomson and Mrs. Wm. Slocum 
Westfield Badminton Club 

7. Mrs. H. Blank and Mrs. J. Emery 
Racquets Club of Short Hills 

8. Mrs. B. Storey and Mrs. G. E. Burford 
Hackensack Badminton Club 

9. Mrs. J. W. Gould and Mrs. F. Bushman 
Hackensack Badminton Club 

10. Mrs. E: Hausman and Mrs. A. Lang 
Hackensack Badminton Club 

The Men's Doubles division recently started with play on the same 
courts on alternate Sunday mornings. 

Junior Activities 
Classes for Juniors are held at the Montclair A. C. every Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons from 3:30 to 6:00 P . M. Never is more serious Bad­
minton played as these youngsters challenge for positions on the teams 
and promising talent is very evident. M alches were arranged with the 
Badminton Club of the City of New York during the Christmas holidays 
by Howard Brand who gives professional instruction to both groups. The 
Montclair group won the majority of matches but the first singles and 
doubles went lo New York wiLh the following resulLs: 

Barclay Gordon defeated Bobby Boyd, 15-12, 18-16. 
Ed Bogardus and Bob Maull defeated Warren Pollock and Bobby Boyd, 

15-10, 15-12. 
Loveday Returns 

Carl Loveday, No. 2 ranking player of the United Sta Les, recently re­
turned from overseas duly as a sergeant in the Signal Corps. He is ex­
pected to knuckle down to the game and regain tha t form which made 
the last two National Singles events terrific battles between himself and 
Dave Freeman. 

Correspondent - Howard Brand 

Springfield, V t. Club O rders First ABA Die 
The first ABA letterhead die, as 

shown above, and introduced in 
the December issue, was procured 
by the Springfield Badminton Club. 
Tho electro cost is $1.50 f.o.b. 
Boston, M ass. , and it is recom­
mended for all member clubs. 
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Seventeen Events Listed 
For St. Lou is Tournament 

Leading all tow·namenls in the 
country in the greatest number of 
events scheduled, is the Annual 
District Indoor T ournament to be 
held March 8, 9, 10 a t the St. 
Louis University Gymnasi um. This 
location is outstanding in its ideal 
accommodations for both players 
and spectators. 

Events to be played are -
Main Event : Men's and Ladies' 

Singles. :Men's and Ladies' Dou­
bles, :Mixed Doubles. 

Junior Events : Boys' and Girls' 
Singles. 

Class "B" Events : :Men's and 
Ladies' Singles, Men's and Ladies' 
Doubles. :Mixed Doubles. 

Novice Events: J\l en's and 
Ladies' Singles, M en's and Ladies' 
Doubles, :Mixed Doubles. 

Special Events: Father and Son 
Doubles, Esquire Doubles (for 
Men 35 yea.rs of age and older). 

The Seventh Annual Invita tional 
Badminton T ournament of the 
Missouri Athletic Club is t enta­
tively planned for Apri l. This 
event is looked forward to with 
perhaps more interest than any 
other tournament in the district, 
since invitations are sent, not 
only to the best players in the 
district, but to the best players 
in the country. Besides providing 
excellent playing accommodations. 
the MAC acts as host to all the 
competitors. who ea t, sleep and 
play a t the club and are wined 
and dined as well at the encl of 
Lhe tournament. 

T here is always one complaint 
from the ladies though, at t he 
end of each tournament. T he 

1TAC is a man's club and the 
ladies are not included in the 
match play, though they may be 
specta tors at all except the Satur­
day matches. As the courts are 
located next to the swimming pool 
it's the ladies opinion tha t the " no 
ladies permitted" sign on Saturday 
is clue to "bath" clay and who can 
argue against tha t. 

On the whole, Badminton inter­
est in St. Louis and St. Louis 
County has increased by leaps and 
bounds since indoor play sta rted, 
when most of the clubs found they 
w~re up to their prewar roster, 
with most of their players now out 
of the service and tryin" hard to 
get back into trim b: fore the 
tournaments start. 

Correspondenl - Belly Carpentier 
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UNTIL THE 

IS AVAILABLE ... 

play the Pennsylvania VOLLEY 

Th? Pennsylvania Blue Goose badminton shuttlecock will not b e en th ' 

market until the finest imported f ~ath ~rs are again available. As b efore 

the war, it will be the best you can buy for unfailing regdation w eight, 

true flight and long life. It will give you more games p er bird. 

Meanwhile, play the Pennsy lvania Volley shuttlecock . It can b e 

depended upon for good, economical performance. 

A HEALTHY AMERICA IS A STRONG AMERICA 

Back the War Memorials That Live campaign 

PENNSYLVANIA 
?,e "4me to u-UHde/f. ~tt '14" dttff 

SHUTTLECOCKS- • TENNIS BALLS• HAND BALLS• SQUASH BALLS 

AUTOMOBILE & BICYCLE TIRES• TUBES• BATH RIES 

JEANNITTl, ,rNNSYLVANIA 
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Freeman and Janet Wright Star at Manhattan Beach, California 

l: Gil Duford , Dill Busby - 2: Group from Northern California (Bay Arca) - 3: Marsden , Leigh, Mays, Bla tz - ,1.: l\[urphy, Frcemnn, 
McCay, Erickson - 5: T ow11sen<l, J ones, IIann, Mnrs<lcn - 6: Ough, Wright Gott, H ann - 7: Esterbrook, Dugun, Smalley, l\IcNulty 
- 8: Son Diego Group, F reemon , l\1itcbcll , M cn<lcz, Morrison, S tevenson, l\1urphy, Zweincr, "Dumps" Frcemnn. 

National Champions, Dave Free­
man and .Janel Wright dominated 
Lhe field in the Manhallan Beach 
tourney play held December 7, 8, 
and fl, each winning two events. 
No less prominent in the prize 
winning group were Barney :Mc­
Cay, who copped one winner and 
Lwo runner-up positions and Helen 
Noble Tihhells who came oul with 
oue of each. Skeeter E rickson with 

foCay had loo many g-uns fo,· 
Freeman and J\111rphy in the clou-
1,les ancl former National C hamp­
ion Ough learned ur nicely with 
,Janet Wrigl1 l in the cl ou hles though 
the yr,1111gs t,r, rs Col.L and I lunn 
showed Llia t L11 ey are real fighters 
and Lo he rr,clw11ed will, in future 
l<J11r1111111e11 Ls. A11 e11Lry of 21:3 
rn<1clc plcr1Ly of play and a <·<111so­
lutio 11 "H" wus playe<l in ull events. 

HesulLs: 
Cha111piom1hip Flight 

Ladies' S ingles 
.fn11ct Wright, Cu lifornia B. C. dcfcu lcd 
Mrs. l l<·lcn Noble T ibhctls, Pusudcnn 
13 . C., 10- 12, l l -1, ll-7. 

Ii /en's S i11gl1·s 
Daye Fn·c1111111, P11sad cna 13. C. def Pa led 
Barney McCay, Pas11d c r111 13. C., 15-6, 
l ri-5. 

Lad frs' 1Ju11bfrs 
.la11 et Wright a nd M rs. 1 lcl L•n Zu l,riskic 
O11gh, Culif'om in 13 . C. dPl'P11l1°d l\l11r­
ia111111 Gui 1. 11 11d Do i l,y I lan11, I lu ll ywoud 
S porl C1•11l 1·r , 'l!'i-•I, l ri-2. 

/\/en's IJu11 l1l<'s 
Skt•l' IPr l~ri kso11 11 11d ll11rn1°y J\foCuy, 
l'11sad1•11a II , C, cl1•fl'ai l'd Da\'u 1-'l'l'l'II IIII I, 
1'11s11d1·11a 11.C. and Cu pl. J o l111 Mmph y, 
Sa u Dil'l(O, 12- 1;,, l ri-:l , l ;,-11, • 

J\ I i,-,·d n u11bl!'S 
Dave Fn•,•1111111 111ul l\ lrs, I l1·ll' 11 Noble 
TiblJl'l.l s, l'as11d l'11a II , C, d l'fL•H l l'd 
llamoy l\ leCay a rtd Tod y Ha h11111, 
P11sadu11a 13, C., 15-ll, 15- L0. 
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" ll" Fligh L 
Ladies' Singles 

E1111 11n l\ lacldcn , California 13. C . d L~ 
l'l'ulL•d D olly 13riLL, l\ l an hallan 13cnch 
C lub. 

1lfto11's S ingles 
Dill Uus by, l\ l nnhnllan Beach C lub 
d l'fea lcd l~ il Bufonl, Pasadena B. C. 

Ladies' D011blrs 
S n1alluy 11ml l\lcNulty, Southwes t B. C. 
(L.A.) cl1•fcatcd Esterbrook n1Hl Dugan, 
Burbank 13. C. 

Men's /Ju11bles 
Al 13lu lz a11cl T ex l\ l ays, J\lanlrntln11 
Bl'11l'h C luh d,·l'cut cd \\'nrn·n l\ l ar~d,•a 
1111d C hl'L L,•igh, I lu lly wuod Sporl 
C,·11l1·1·. 

M i,.-,.d f)uub!t-s 
\\'arrc11 J\ la rsd,·n 111111 Dull y 111100. 
1 lo ll ywuod S po rl CL•nt,•r d L•rea lcd Allwrl 
T m1·11si•1HI a1HI Be l ly J o nes, Southw,•~l 
II. C. ( L. A. ) 

Correspo11den.l - Bob Novi<' 
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The "LAST w ·oRD" 
in MODERN Sports Equipment 

Stride by stride, improvement by improve­

ment, progress in the design and construction 
of modern sports equipment has been marked 

by the name Wilson. 

In badminton you find the "last word" in 

equipment for modern play carrying the 
"Wilson" na1ne. Look to the lectder for prog­

ress. Wilson Sporting Goods Co., Chicago, 
,.· .• New York and other leading cities. 

SPORTS EQUIPMENT 

L,:t's "" hoosl th t'" lf',,r 
Alrmorials ""l"h,11 Lfrr" 
c,1111J1,1ig11 l o COIIIJIJell/ • 

on,tt' 011r u1i1r ht'roes. 

It's WILSON Today in Sports Equipment 
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Massachusetts Players Dominate lnte rsectional Matches 

,\bore al Ir(/ - i\lr. and Mrs. Nelson How­
ard. i\l i,-s ·i\lary p ;Jliard a nd Maj. Donald 
nicha rdson. 

1\ bor•e al riy/,/ - LI. Way n<' Schell a nd 
Jack ilrew,·r. 
Group al riyhl - Maj. Donald lul'hardson, 
J ack Brewer. i\'Lif;s i\lnry P illiard , Mr. a nd 
i\ lrs. Nelson Howard, Lt. Waynl' Schell. 

Schell Triple W inner 

LL Wayne V. 't·hell , runner-up 
in the lasl· Na tional !\Jen's Doubles 
in Hl-12 and former !\ lass. Champ­
ion, has been playing in pre-war 
fo rm during Lwo inlerseclional 
toumamen Ls and one 1\1 ass. even L 
<'unduc ted this season. 1 fi s first 
major win was the Westport, Conn . 
Eastern In vi tation t en's Doubles 
where, teamed with Hobert Wright, 
also a former 1 ass. and New 
England Champion, L11 ey c.l e/'ca ted 
Fran k !lines, New York City and 
Fro nk Williarnso11 , New Hoehelle, 

. Y. 1 le followed th is by purt11er­
i11g l\ l rs. ll azel Wigl1t111an of' l11l<'r-
1wticmul le1111 is fu111e, lo a vid.ury 
i11 un informal member-gues t a ffuir 
al Ll1 e BaJrnin tu11 a11d Te1111is Club, 
Boston, und cu111pleted l1 is third 
l.riurnpl1 will1 C. Huy 11or ll 11Ll' hi11-
so11 , for 111cr Natiu11 ul l\ l c11 \, Do11 -
IJlcs r1J11ner-11p ut Ll1e C 11 t' 11 Feu ll1-
r·rs Club, l\ lurbleheud, l\ lass. Th is 
last event wus the s trongest I\ I en's 
Dou bles event 011 Ll1e Eus t Coas t 
to d11 Lc awl represe11luLi ves frn111 
N cw York Ci Ly, vurio11s <:i Lies i 11 
<:01111 . and Ll ie· lc11di11g pla yers i11 
J\ lass. parlir· ip11Lcd. H11n11ers-11p 
were ll olJcrL \Vrigl1 L u11d Fred 
Bogard us of' Sw11 111psr:01.L, l\ l 11ss. 
fo rm er cw E 11 gl11 11d Do ubl lls 
C l1 ur11pio11s. 

Before some 700 naval and 
civilian students a l Tufts C:ollege, 
the above group performed in the 
best of' ex hibition s tyle. J ack 
Brewer. professional a l the Uni­
versity Club of' 11oslon, nnd Mrs. 
Evelyn Boldrick Howard , present 
Na tional Ladies' C hampion, were 
a l their bes t on Lllis occasion. 

The J\ I ass. Cluss "D" C:ha ru pion­
ships will he held a l, Ll 1e Dedha111 
I ligh S(' l1 ool 0 11 Feb,·uary 15, 1G 
1111cler Ll1 e 11 11spil'eS or the Dedham 
Bud111i11Lo11 Club UJl( I adva 11<·e <'n­
lri rs ind ica lc II ha nnnr field . 

Tire Wcllswur lh B11cl111intun Cluh 
of t.he A111eric11 n Optical Co. South­
bridge has become a member or 
Lire Ass(J(· ia t.io11 and has focused 
a llenlion on play in \Ves t.el'II !\l ass. 
Other cluhs are being euusidercd 
fo r 111e1nbership in this now men. 
l~as t.el'II and Western team matches 
urc being planned f'o r la ter on in 
t.hc season nnd interest is running 
high over Lh is 11ew feulu rc. 
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Davidson " Badminton" Short 
Released 

T he P ete Smith "Badminton" 
short mentioned in our D ecember 
is ue h as been officially released 
in certa in sections of the country. 
Reports reaching us indicate its 
acceptance by Badminton players 
and t he general public in a big 
way. lL hasn ' t reached the home 
of " Bird Chatter" so no rev iew 1s 
ye t possible by the Staff. 

Lowell Douglas 

in Fatal A ccident 

A fa ta l automobile accident Lo 
Captain Lowell N . Douglas, i\ led­
ical Corps, Arm y ol' the United 
Sta les, in North Carolina on J an­
uary 12th has removed from our 
rnnks one of our most ac tive and 
in terested Direc: lors of' the AUA. 
" Fuzzy" was a player of 110 mean 
note and was insLn11nenLal in the 
forma tion or t he T exas l3adrninLon 
Asso1· iu Lion and the Wes Lem He­
giou. Always one of those real 
grand guys, he "ave unstintingly of 
his lime a nd ; ner"y to both his 
hobby, Bad111i11ton,~111d a lso lo tha l 
mosl imporlanl ol' a rm y medic­
al work, the reha bilita tion of men 
wounded in the servil'e of' ou1· 
country. Tha l he gave his li fe in 
the pursuit of his duties is the 
greatest service that one can give 
,l? his country a nd his fellowman. 
l he ABA mourns his loss and ex-
tends heartfelt condolences lo his 
furni ly and close friends. 



PLAYED BY CHAMPIONS, 

"Kl:N DAVIDSON" BADMINTON RACKl:TS 



Serving 
by Jack Purcell 

The fallowing is another one of 
those .fine·.~/ 11slrucli1•e articles ob­
la ined lhr.ough the courtesy of llie 
Canadiai1' $ porls Monthly, and Jack 
Purcell. who is rated as the leading 
professional on lhis conlinenl. 

H ow many badminton players 
have stopped t o consider the impor­
tance of the return of serv iceil 
One can hard ly say of any stroke 
in the game of badminton, that it 
is THE most important one of all , 
but I think I am safe in saying 
tha t there is n o stroke which is 
m ore important or more likely t o 
a ffect the result of a mat ch tha n 
Lhe return of service. 

A-:; the service in badminton 
must be regarded as a defensive 
stroke, there is t o the receiver of 
service an ever-present opportunity 
lo make of his first return an 
offensive sho t , and thus t ake the 
offensive from t he outse t of the 
ra lly. 

The receiver must not lose sight 
of the slight ad vantage which he 
holds over the server us the sh u llle 
is put into play, and mus t realize 
that on his re lum o f' the service 
depends whether or no L this a d­
vantage is to he ru uintailled or 
pussed quiC'kl y over Lo the serving 
s ide. 

T o the high singles serviC'e there 
ure Ll1ree sound replies- the smash, 
Lhc d ea r, und the drop. Eud1 
m ay, aml should be vu l'ied in 
dircl'l,io11 , lia vi11g in regunl Lo the 
s lrc 11g- th w1d wcu k ncss of' your op­
)l(JJ1en I. i111CI his position in Lhc 
r·r,urL 

If' the l1ig- l1 ser vi<'e is 110 1. deep 
m:a r tli n liuseli11e, Lhc srn usl1 is the 
111r,s l elfo,·Li ve re turn. If', l1 owever, 
the ser vi!'c is deep iu Ll1 e 1·r>11rl, the 
s rnasl1 s l1ould Im used ra rely, for 
illl ''JJ IHJ1ir:11L with onl y u 111ediocre 
rl ,:ferlr'C will l111 ve litlle dil'ficully 
l1 u11dli11g u srnus l1 deli vorcd fro111 so 
/',ir lwc·k i11 tl1e court. 

S mashing off the service from 
near Lhe baseline agains t a player 
whose defence is good is pla in 
suicide, for he will look a l'ler your 
shot wi Lh ease and lhe relu n1 will 
be consis tently awkwa rd for you. 

The drop shot is a very sound 
reply Lo a well delivered high 
service, especially when tbe player 
ma king the drop plays the stroke 
with the same prelimina ry action 
as fol' the smash, and who, conse­
quenLly , does not disclose until the 
last p ossible moment the na ture of 
the return or it s direction . Played 
across the court or straight over 
the n et , the drop is equally 
effective. 

D o noL hesitat e t o use the high 
d ea l' t o return a deep high service, 
for if the clear is well executed it 
places your opponent in a much 
more disadvantageous position than 
his service places you. Direct 
your clears consist ently to your 
opponent's backhand, the v ulner­
able spo t of practically all bad­
minton players, and mix them up 
occasion ally with clears deep t o the 
forehand. 

In variation lies the effectiven ess 
of your returns off the low drop 
serv ice in singles. Well executed 
drop shot s just over the net and 
low · drives or clears deep t o the 
opposite half of the court t o where 
the server is st anding, are the 
most effective replies t o t his t y pe 
of service. 

T o my mind, n o t enough se­
veri Ly is used by most players in 
m a king the return off service in 
doubles play. T oo m any "loose" 
serves are allowed t o go un­
punished, as iL were, through the 
receiver not being on his toes lo 
t ak e advantage o f' the sligh les t 
error on the pa rL of the server. 

When receiving, one should be 
ever on the a lert lo jump qu ickl y 
forwa rd a nd deal with a poorl y 
mude low service, by driving it 
sharply down into Lhe <·ourl 01· 
pushing iL baek direc tly at the 
bod y of' Lhe servel' or his pa rtner. 

S irnilul'l y a high serviee that does 
no t travel deep t o the buck 
bounda ry line sho uld be s 111 ushed in 
no 1111certui11 manner, so lhal even 
thollgh LIie rally is noL ended Lhen 
u11d there, the retllf'll l'rorn the 
opposition will be a defensive sho L 
whil'h a llows )'Olli' s ide lo re tain 
Lhe offensive position. 

.In rna king I.he rnosl of the 
c:hunccs whi!'h arc given him, the 
rcC'c iv er·, by his aggressive tactics, 
usua lly l1 as a disorganizing ef'f'ee l 
011 Ll1 e sorving o f' Lite oppuncnLs. 
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Tf you a re receiv ing in eit her 
the righ L or Lhe left court, stand 
close lo t he centre line and vary 
your dis ta nce back from t he shorL 
serv ice line according Lo the posi­
tion Lhe server takes up, and your 
own ability to move quickly . 

Above a ll , though , at every 
opportunity ta ke a forwa rd position 
in the court and adopt a n "on­
your-Loes" p osture so as to convey 
t o the server the impression tha t 
you a re going t o p ounce on any 
low serv ice tha t doe3 no t a bsolutely 
" hug" the ne t. 

Here, of course, it is necessary 
for me to soond a not e of warning 
n ot t o overdo this forwa rd stance. 
You must really ascertain for 
yourself just how far forward you 
can st a nd and s till effectively deal 
with o ther tlia n low services. 

When the server t a kes up his 
posit ion in the right court a t the 
outside boundary line, and thereby 
gives himself the opportunity t o 
drive down your backhand or 
throw up a high lob deep t o your 
forehand, in addition to using the 
low service, you will be putting 
yourself in difficulty at once if 
you crowd t oo far up towards 
t he net. Good common sense 
should show you how far forward 
you can stand and it is well to 
remember that when receiv ing in 
the left court you can s tand closer 
t o the ne t than when in the right 
court, for your oppon ent has noL 
the opportunity Lo expose your 
backhand. 

The low drop service is used in 
doubles principally to draw a high 
re turn from the receiver and when 
the clear is used in reply Lo this 
t ype of service, the receiver is 
ac tua lly doing j us l wha L the server 
wis hes him lo do. For this reason, 
therefore, f think the high clear 
re turn off the low service should 
be rnrely used. 1 L gives the 
serving s ide a cha nce lo ma ke a n 
offensive reply in the form of a 
smash o r dri ve a nd consequently ul­
!ows the a LLacking po ·ition lo pass 
111 Lo the ha nds o r the s ide which 
s ta rted the rnll y 0 11 the de l'en ·ive or 
a t leasL a t a disad vantage. 

The s hort drop s ho t is the most 
effec tive re turn off the low serv­
ice, for i l is a safe s troke a nd very 
of'len forces your opponenls lo send 
lhe s huttle baek high, and thus 
present the openin" you a re looking 
fur. The drop s h6 t made by the 
receiver s hould "0 us nearly as 
possible Lo the ta~e of the ne t and 
should f'all closely lo the neL on 
Lhe other side. 

i 
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The receiver of' the serv ice will 
make the drop sho t much more 
acru!·ately by stepping forward and 
play!n~ th~ sh~1Ltle as quickly as 
possible alter 1t has crossed the 
net . . E ven ?t the _risk of " ta king" 
services which might have been 
"short", the receiver is better off 
stepping up Lo play the shuUle. 

As a va riant lo the short drop, 
the lo)v drive stra ight down the 
sideline can be used very effectively 
off the low service especiall y from 
the right court when the shuttle 
can be sent quickly deep lo the 
backhand of t he server 's partner. 
In making the drive, or low clear, 
the shuttle should not t ravel much 
higher than the opponent's bead 
and should be kept well towards 
the outside boundary line of the 
court, so tha t no opportunity is 
given the server's pa rtner t o inter­
cept the shuttle half way back in 
the court with a "round-the-head" 
smash. 

Many men, but women espe­
cially, a re guilty of the very bad 
habit of " lofting" the shuttle off 
the low service. T here is very 
little purpose to the stroke and its 
effectiveness cannot be compared 

Lo the low drop or low d ri ve. To 
my mind,· a doubles team shou ld 
always strive to make the op­
posing side be the firs t lo "clear" 
the shuttle. 

T he majority of players experi­
ence d ifficulty in dealing with the 
low drive service which is made 
from t he outside boundary line of 
the right court and is direc ted 
along the backhand of the receiver. 

Earlier in this a rticle [ have 
advised standing close to the centre 
line to receive and I think t he 
shuLLle should be played by a 
fo rehand round-t he-head stroke if 
possible, t he shu ttle being driven 
quickly back at the server or 
dropped just over t he net. If the 
stroke is played off t he backhand, 
it is best t o use t he drop shot and 
t he shuttle should be " taken" as 
high up as possible. 

At the risk of being criticized for 
repetition , I am going to again 
mention the advisability of smash­
ing nine out of every ten high 
services which are made to you. 
This smashing is not necessarily 
done to win points out right, but 
to allow your sid e to go on t he 

Badminton 
too • • • 

SPALDING 
SETS THE PACE IN SPORTS 

a ltack, the aim of all successfu l 
doubles combinations. 

[ have in a previous article 
stressed the necessi Ly of the server 
making sure that he delivers his 
service in accordance with the 
official rule.s. [ would now caution 
the receiver lo be jus t as carefu l 
lo observe the rule which sets out 
tha t no movement on his part may 
be made until the shutlle has been 
strnck by t he racquet of the server. 
One has only lo w-itness a friendl y 
doubles match in progress, to ee 
bow many times this important 
rule is broken. 

lo nine cases out of ten, the 
rule is broken quite un intentionally 
but the fact remains that fouls in 
t his regard occur far too frequently 
through the over-anxiousne s of the 
receiver to unnerve the server by 
his " rnshing" tactics. 

A " loose" short service can be 
successfully " put away" by quick 
action on the part of t he receiver 
AFTE R the shuttle has been st rnck 
by the server, and [ would impress 
upon every player the importance 
of remaining still and doing noth­
ing to unsight the server unti l 
after the service has been delivered. 

A .G . SPALDIN G & BROS. , DI V . O F SPALDIN G SA LE S C OR P. 

7 



Ham Law and Virginia Suggs Lead Seattle Play 
[nlerest in Badminton in Seattle 

is steadily growing after four Jean 
war years. With the return . of 
ranking players from the service, 
the city is again ready to ma ke a 
bid for na tional prominence. 

Ha m Law, former National Dou­
bles Champion, has re turned from 
his hitch in the Army . H e has 
been Washington State's leading 
s tar since 193-J. when he garnered 
Washington, Oregon and California 
Championships only one year after 
he had taken up the game. 

Ham. playing for the Queen Anne 
Badminton Club, is favored in the 
SeaLtle City and 'Washington State 
T ournaments which are being 
planned for this Spring. 

Virginia Heaton Suggs, Wash­
ington and Oregon Ladies' Sin­
gles, Doubles, and JVJ ixed Doubles 
Champion is expected to repeat 
her performances this year . . She 
defeated Zoe Smith, former Na­
tional Doubles Champion, lo cap­
ture her sta le title and should 
figure high in the ne:x.1. few l a­
tional Tournaments. Both are 
members of the QABC and Vir­
ginia the Washington Athletic Club 
also. 

Other top players who should 
figure high in the two tournaments 
coming up are Fred \Valke, Rupe 

Topp, Paul Blugard, Gladys l\'1a l­
lory, and Huth elson. Another 
Lop perfo rmer, LL. Col. Dale Seeds 
is back in town a fter service in 
1 taly and after a few weeks 
prac tice may show up as a dark 
horse. 

The QABC and the WAC . are 
both using the Queen Anne Hall 
so that play is being scheduled for 
every night and also in the after­
noon on Su nday. 

The proximity of Seattle's two 
top clubs makes keen competition 
possible. 

A Tri-Club American Handicap 
T ournament was held at the Queen 
Anne Hall last December 9th with 
the larges t turnout since the war 
seeing members of the WAC, 
Seattle T ennis Club, and the QA BC 
vying for Lop honors. 

After all the broken shu ttles had 
been swept up, Helene lad ison 
Mci ver, former Olympic and Na­
tional Swimming Champion, of 
the WAC arid QABC, a nd her 
partner, Phil Aaron, of the QAB C, 
were awarded top honors. 

Second spot was won by Pearl 
J ones, WAC, and D ick Hayden, 
who belongs to all three clubs. 
Third winners were Helen T yler, 
OAl3C, and Don Jones, WAC. 
'" 

Are YOU a "Bird Chatter'' Subscriber ? 
The number of "voluntary" ,." 1.00 subscribers is behind the estimales for 

this year. This magazine will not Lh rivc and improve mer~ly on_ our ad­
vertising a nd the dollars received L~_clul_e .. ll ~w about YOU 111clos1n~ your 
$1.00 with Lhe blank below and mailing i t 1n l'lght now Lo Mr. ,J ohn Jo,, Gar­
rod, a tionul Sec.-Treas., -17 Colburn Hoad, Wellesley Hills 82. l\luss. 

" Bird Cha i l(•r S 11hscri p l io 11 " 

Plcusc: sen d one ,·opy lo -

Nume .. . .. • < • • 0 •••I •• 0 • • • • •' • 0 •' 0 • ' • ' ' • • • • • • o • • • • • 0 o • 0 o' o o • • 

S trcel No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . .... . .. . 

City .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . ........ .... .. Zoue ...... . . Stale . .. . . ..... . 

'-
Enclosed is m y $1.00 s ubscriptiou covering ,J issues for the 1!)45-46 sea-

son. Please send back issues (December HM 5) - (February 19-16). 

Tear Th is Off! Inclosc $1.00 und Muil Today! 

J,t. 

La·dies' Champion of India 
Interested in American Play 

J\liss T a ra Deodba r, champion of 
I nclia for the last three years, has 
been in this country for: the las t 
three to four months and 1s eager to 
participa te in any of our tourna­
ments. This informa tion was ob­
tained from a delightful letter from 
the lad y in question and stirs the 
interest of '' Bird C hatter" as to 
the rela tive merils of p lay of the 
ladies of these two countries. 

She is presently residing a t 1717 
Kendall Ave. , l\ ladison 5, Wiscon-
in a nd it is recommended tha t the 

nearest club or associa tion ta ke 
immediate steps to contact her. 
Welcome, l\Iiss Deodhar, a nd we 
hope to see you on_ our courts 
enjoying the game with our own 
players. 

Midwest Association 
Publishes Pamphlet 

The first issue of TEWS LET­
TER, a house organ of' the l\ l id­
west Association, was presented to 
the lidwest clubs during Decem­
ber. Stanley G. F litcraft, editor, 
pla ns Lo issue two more of the 
pamphlets during the season. The 
..i page firs t issue is most inlerest­
ing, particularly the lis tin~ of mem­
ber club,;. Good work, l\ I iclwes t . 

Author of "BADMINTO N", the game' s 
most highly illuslraled lextbook, Doug 
Grant brings you the latest news, com· 
ments, and instructional lips in 

CANADIAN SPORT MO NTHLY 
lhe world's foremost all-sport magazine 

/.:?°~ 
-_>~ ,w " 

Empire L ife B ldg. , Montreal, P . Q. 
Official organ o( the 

Canadl.on B.odmlnto n Association 



Canadians Star 
at Buffalo Tournament 

Graut Henry and Reg Litt.le of 
Toronto repealed their victory of 
last yeaJ' as Canadian players an­
nexed two of the three doubles 
events at the Buffalo A. C. Annual 
Invitation Tournament held .Jan­
uary 18, 19, 20. 

Two exhibitions enlivened the 
finals with Ken Quigley, ranking­
No. :3 United States µlayer de­
feating Don Mc.Lean of Toronto 
15-7, and Hugh Forgie and Stig
Larson entertaining with a comedy
act.
Results: 
Men's Doubles 

Henry and Little, Toronto, defeated 
Clinton Stephens ancl Ed. Sluclck 
N. Y. C., 15-5, 15-5. 

/,adies' Doubles 
Mrs. Patsy Dor10\·an Starrl'lt and 
Lenora S111ith, Duffalo, d<>f Pat.ed Alil'!! 
Brown 1111d Dorol hy Ralph. Ruf

f

alo, 
lll-1 :l, 15-7.

,\I irnl Doubles 
Barbara Ince and I farry \\ helan, 
Toronto, dnfcnted Mrs. Pat Starrett 
and Bohhy \Villinms, Buffalo, 18-13, 
I 11-1 :J. 

Correspondent - Jack O'Bannon

Oklahoma Plans Major Tourney 
The Annual Oklahoma Open is 

being planned for the last of 
March or early April and the 
Commillee is hoping Lo have play­
ers from all over the nation attend. 
The exact date will be announced 
to Class A Associations or the 
individual players as the situation 
may determine. 

The Annual Club Tournament 
of the Continental Oil Co. was 
held on January 26, 27 and the 
results are as follows: 
Men's Siny/es 

A. V. Archer dt>fcaled 13urnys Thomp­
son, 1:l-15. 15-2, 17-15. 

Lad its' Sinyles 
Jnnetle Summers dcfcaled Carn1cn 
Thomp�on. 1-7, 11-3. 

.\/en's Do11bli-s 
John \\ olfc and Ardwr def1•uled C1·ne 
Carton and\\ ayne Glo,·l·r. l!i-12. 15-10. 

Ladies' Doubles 
l'utsy Hur111an mul Muri{un•l l\lorlt-y 
defeaLP.d Ele,rnor rlouncl and Cartlll'II 
Thompson, 12-1:,. !S-11. 15-9. 

Mired Doubh·s 
Patsy Harman and Ilurnys Tlio111pson 
dt'fcnted A. V. Archer and Mrs. Ard1l'I". 
15-0, 15-J:l.

Correspondenl - George Harman

Malaya Sends Greetings 
Through l\lr. Fred W. Ru ·sell, 

President or the i\lidwe ·t A soci­
ation, the National ecretary has 
exchanged letters with i\ l r. Tan 
Pan Tai, \'ice-President or the 
Selangor Badminton A ~sociation. 
and Badminton Association of 
l\lalaya. 1\1 r. Tai writes ··As 
\'ice-Presiden L or the Selangor 
Badminton Association and Bad­
minton A ·soriation or i\lalavu I 
send hearty greatings rrom l(ualu 
Lumpur and i\lalaya. Now that 
there is peace all over the world 
we are very happy lo rejoice and 
Lo give our heartful thanks to 
GOD. We hope that the game of 
Badminton will begin in the near 
future and international matches 
etc. may be played as early as 
possible. We shall be thankful if 
photos, handbooks. etc., from your 
country could be sent in exchange 
for handbooks, photos etc. from 
'elangor and 1\lala)'a. I am writ­

ing to the 17 countrie of the 
world interested in 13adminlon." 

Copies of ·•Bird Challer" were 
sent and a copy of the Barnes' 
Official Guide is on its way. 

BADMINTON SHOES WITH ''P. F." 
"P. F." means Posture Foundation. A patented 
feature which cradles the arch in a way to ward 
off strain - it keeps the bones of the foot in their 
natural, normal position avoiding tired, strained 
leg muscles. Gives correct foot support in fast, 
active games. Means greater comfort and pro­
tection for the athlete. 

These are not the original ".lark Jlurce/1" Badminton Shoes. Until design and construction regulations 
are lilied, here is a sturdy, comfortable, canvas, rubber.soled shoe suitable for Badminton, Squash and 

Tennis. Good quality canvas uppers, and tough, long-wearing, sure-gripping GRAY soles. These shoes 
are now in production and are being shipped to retailers as quickly as possible. II you don't find your 

size the lirsl lime, - try again soon. 

G B. F. Goodrich Badminton Shoes 
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Former American and French 
Champs Defeated at No. Calif. 

The Firsl Annual Alhcns Alh­
lelic Club Open Badminlon Cham­
pionships held December 1 and 2 
made hislory when Lhe 1941 United 
Stales Ladies' Champion, 1\1 rs. 
Thelma Kingsbury Scovil, and Lbe 
pre�enL _French l\len's Champion, 
Ozzie HilLon, wenL down Lo defeaL 
before Lhe oulslanding play of 
Janel Wright and 1orman .Blan­
chet. l\f ost of Lhe finalisLs are 
members of the California Bad­
minton Club excepting Bob Abbott, 
Tom Ough, Dave Copenhagen and 
l\lildred Jude of the Oakland Bad­
minLon Club and Coffin and Horn 
from the Oakland YMCA Badmin­
ton Club. 

Norm Blanchet, who pulled off 
a grand slam in Lhe August n�eeting 
at the Oakland YMCA, repeated 
the performance in Lhis tourna­
ment, even under the handicap of 
officiating as tournament manager. 
(This dislricL is sorely in need of 
some non-playing enthusiasts will­
ing to assist in running Lourna­
menls - step righL up, folks!!). 
It was good to see so many of 
our ex-service men back on Lhe 
courts and also, on the umpire's 
stand, Frank Gliebe and Bob Mc­
Donald, still willingly doing more 
than their share of game-caJJing. 

The NCBA directors after a 
hurried and astonished l�ok al the 
kids who won the Veleran's Dou­
bles, raised Lhe age of that event 
from 35 to 40 for Lhe Northern 
California Cha'!1pionships. Johnny 
�marl, as a director, very sporL­
rngl y voled himself ou L of the even L. 

Ex-Lieu l. Svend Knudsen, a 
former _N orLhern California Singles 
ChamJ.Jion, surprised his friends by 
returrnng home with a bride. 

flESULTS 
Ladies' Si11f1/es 

Ju11eL Wriglit dcfcul.cd Tlwl11111 Scol'il, 
J 1-ll, 11-6. 

l'vle11's Si119/es 
Nor111un Hlu11d1et dcfcutcd Ozzie Jfil­
l,011, 1:i-.'i, f:i-'J. 

/,ad ie.v' Doul,fos 
l,t.:11:11 Oug-lt ullfl .lun<·t \\'rig-ltt d!•1'(•1tl!·d 
Sl111foy IJl1111el,ct 11llfl .11 °1111 l<irl,y :i-1:i 
I :i-'J, I :i-J 0. 

' ' 

l'vle11'11 !Jcm l,les 
ll1JI, Al,l,utt, 1tllfl Nor1111111 lll11m;ltcL dl'­
feutcd Duve Cupcrtltug-!'11 1111d Tu111
<J11g-l1, J S-11, J .'i-1 :I. 

/\ I i.cctl /.Jo11blcs 
N�rr,11111 1111d Slti,foy lll1111elwt d1:f'o11ti·d 
M,t,J,.cd Jud" 111111 llol, AIJl,ut.t, l:i-11, 
17-1-1. 

Vdaa11.v' /Joul,!t·.v 
J1H'k llo,·g-11: uml Jul111 S11111rl. d1•fo111!•d 
M,•rlc Col'ri11111111 Art I lorn, JG-11, 15-7. 

Corrfsprmdl'lll - JJill Morrison

Tournament Sanctions 

Membership in clubs is showing 
rapid growlh and lhe number of 
clubs is increasing consLantly. This 
siLuaLion has sLimulaled the desire 
for more tournaments, exhibitions 
and increased entries in Lhese af­
fairs. BUT, complications are be­
ginning to show up because of 
either Lhe lack of knowledge by 
Lhe individual of how lo protect 
his or her amaLeur standing or the 
same lack of knowledge by the 
Tournament Chairman of how to 
properly plan bis dates for tourna­
men L play. 

The rules are simple and definite 
and have been built for two pur­
poses: to protect the sport, which 
means YOU and YOUR CLUB, 
and to provide the necessary infor­
mation for proper publicity, seed­
ing and ranking. 

Wb.ile rules pertaining Lo Ama­
teur Status and Exhibitions are to 
be found in the ABA Rules Book­
let, Wilson's "How To Play Bad­
minton" and Barnes' Badminton 
Guide - 1946, those involving 
sanctions have not been as widely 
published. At this time of year 
the question of proper tournament 
sanction plays a most vital part 
and for this reason the present 
regulations as to sanctioning are 
printed below. 

Rule 2, Section i, of the ".Rules 
for Amateur Standing" states that 
a player may forfeiL his, or her, 
amateur standing "by parLicipaLincr 
in an exhibition or tournamenL 
that has not been Lruly authorized 
or sancLioned". 

Prntect yourself by being certain 
thaL the LournamenLs you enter 
are prnperly sanctioned. There 
are no fees and only a minimum 
of red Lape is required. J L is only 
nec�ssary for _the sponsoring club 
Lo I ill out a simple form and send 
i,L Lo .. �h.e prnpe1· au Lhorizing body
for off 1crnl npproval. Along with Lhis 
Offi�ial Approval, Lhcy will receive 
a simple "Hes11lL Form", which 
tl1cy return, properly l'illed out, 
when Lhc cvcnL has been concluded. 

Simple enough buL every bit of 
it necessary Lo avoid eonflieLi1l" 
dales which dcLrncL from 111uxi11w1� 
aUcndancc and enjoyment, proLecL 
a1.naLcur status, insure availability 
of records of pcrf'ormance and in 
g_cn�rul prnmoLc u smoothly func­
L1on1ng progrum of LournarnenLs. 

Tournaments require sanction us 
follows: 
1. Local Toul'llamcnLs.

11. Sanction by -your own Class
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A Association Tournament Chair­
man (who will notify the Regional 
Chairman) for events limited to 
players of one association. 

b. Sanction by Regional Chair­
man direct or through Class A 
Chairman if players from two or

more associations are eligible to 
participate. (To avoid conflict of 
dates between associations.) 
2. All Class A State and Regional
Championship Tournaments: 

a. Sanction by both Regional
and National Chai.rmen. (To avoid 
conflict between states and regions 
on open tournaments and to con­
solidate closed tournaments when­
ever possible on the same weekends 
to leave more open dates.)· 

b. All Championships below 
Class A should be cleared through 
the Regional and National Chair­
men to avoid conflict though sanc­
tion by the Regional Chairman is 
sufficient. 
3. Inter-regional Tournaments.

a. All Tow-naments where play­
ers from two or more regions a.re 
eligible either open or by invitation 
must be sanctioned by the Na­
tional Chairman. (Check first 
with your Regional Chairman to 
be sme your dates are "all clear" 
in your own region. His 0. K. on 
the application will save checkincr 
by the National Chairman). 

" 

Application Blanks and Result 
Forms are available from your 
Class A Tournament Chairman 01· 

Regional Chairman. N otwncr to i ti 
Yet every bit of it is vital to a 
well run tournament season. 

ational Tournament Chairman: 
Adon N. SmiLh IT, 131 Brevard 

Court, Charlotte 2, N. C. 
H.egion�l Tournament Chairmen:

1. New England: John E. Garrod 
-17 Colburn Rd., Wellesley Hill�
82, l\lass. 
2. I i�ldle Atlantic: Herman Op­
penhe11n, c/o New York Trnst 
Co., New York 15, N. Y. 
3. Sou Lhern: 1.'..dgur Forio, c /o
Coca. Cola Co., Atlanta, Ga. 
4. J\I id west: Fred 'W. Hussell, lG-1
�V. 

,
J,u�ks�1'. 13lvd., Chicago ,1, Ill. 

.J. \\_c:sle1n .  George D. Harmon, 
6�t�L.

incnLal Oil Co·., Ponca CiLy,

G.,.Pu?ific: John A. Fleming,. 5G58
\·\ ilshire Blvd., Los A11•7eles 3G Cul. 

"13· 
" ' 

ml Chatter" would like Lo 
place one more semi-official require-
111.ent on the "brnud shoulders" 
of �ach Tournament CommiLLee 
Cham.nan. N arnely, see that your 
comm1Ltee or regular "Bird Chatter 
Conespondent" sends in a copy of 
resulLs uaH.l a short story. 

.. 
, 



February 1, 2, 3 
February 9, 10 
February 11, 12, 13 
February 15, 16 
Fcbru ary 16, 17 
February 23, 2,1. 
February 

March 1, 2 
March 2, 3 
March 8, 9, 10 
March 9, 10 
March 9, 10 
March 9, 10 
March 15, 16, 17 
March 16, 17 
March 19- 23 
March 23, 24 
March 21, 22, 23 
March 29, 30, 31 
March 

April 5, 6, 7 
April 5, 6, 7 
April 
April 

May 
May 

Tournament Calendar - Season of 1945-46 

11th Annuul Northern California Championships, Athens A. C. 
,vcslcrn New York "8" and "C" Championships, 1,,ith Armory, Buffalo 
Private Schools lnvilalion Tournam.cnl, Girls Lalin School Gym, Baltimore. 
Mass. Class "D" Championships, Dedham, Mass. 
11th Annual Ohio Stale Open Championships, Clcvclun<l. 
Niagara Falls Country Club Annual Invilalion, ,vcslern N. Y. Assn. 
Los Angeles RccrcuLion De1>L "B". 

lWass. "C" Championships Univ. Club, Boston. 
6th Annual Ohio Slate Closed Championships, Cincinnati. 
10th Annual Championships, Greater St. Louis B. Assn., SL. Louis Univ. Gym. 
1Vla1·yland State Junior Tournan1.ent, Gilman School Gyn1., Baltimore. 
Kodak Badminton Cli1b Annual Invitation, Rochester, N. Y. 
Annual :Midwest Championships Closed.
Gilman School Invitation lVlixed Doubles, Baltirnore. 
Mctrnpolitan Handicap Doubles, Old 69th Armory, N. Y. City. 
lVIaryland State Cbampionphips, Gilman School Gym, Baltimore. 
Conn. Stale Class "A" and "B" lVIcn's and Ladies' Singles and Doubles. 
lVlass. Stale Closed Championships, Univ. Club, Boston. 
Eastern Badminton Tournament, Old 69th Armory, N. Y. City. 
Southern Califon1.ia Tourna111.ent. 

,vcstern 1• Y. Open Championships, Buffalo A. C. 
California State Tournament. 

- 7Lh Annual Invitation Missouri A. C.
- Oklahoma Open Championships, Continental Gym.

- Pacific Southwest Championships.
- Southern California "B" Cha1npionships.

��'\' (J---.!ffl_� Knit ,hong and true

DREADNIHl!GH� �- under our exdu,;ve con-

' ---�� , }tr� anufacturing system, Gold 

and GOLD ME 

� ��'pr �1 �I Dreadnought and Gold
• � Medal nets have longer wear 

) built right into them. Gold 

\ ' 
Medal Dreadnought has the 

the Better Nets for 
\ \�eavier top binding and is equipped

1t
�

e�d-grommets. It has six-thread 1 11 

squa e \ esh in 18, 20, and 21 foot lengths. 

BADMINTON 
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Go �f�a. I also comes in 18, 20 and 21

foot \'l.') s. Ask your dealer for com­
, I )plete specifications and prices. 
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Action Pictures 

by Ken Davidson 

- Forehand "PuL-Away'' al Nel.

Nole Lhe el'furl Lo reach the
sh11LLle before iL drops J)('luw net 
levc-1. 

/,1:J'I 

. I iH11'1' 

This sl riki11g phoLograph shows 
Kc-11 DaYidso11 111aki11g a forehand 
s1nasl1. 1(1[r lhP wrist is well
ha!'k as Lhr ar111 is slraighLening 
0111. - thus assuring 1'1111 powN
a11d t'lHT!'t'l. follow Lhrnugl1 . 

- Vi11ish ul' ''Arn1111d Ll:t' 1 lrad"
�,nash.

'oil' Lhe l'ine l'ollow Lhruugh ol' 
1I:e wrist. wilh body well balunt·ed 
Io play a II y sut'l'ced i 11g shot. 

1B 

I\ 

i\ 



Three of these pictures appear in the A nierican Bad­
minton Association OFF JC I AL BADM JNTON 
GU I DE. Hl4G - Published by A. S. Barnes <l' Co .. 
J\'rw York. Available al leading sporliny r1oods stores. 

11 bovc 

Riyhl 

- I Jigh Backhand Smash f'rorn 
i\lid-Courl. 

Nole the effort Lo get in back 
of' Lhe shuttle and the arm well 
oul from the bodv so as nol to 
cramp Lhe follO\\' u;rough. 

- High Back 11 and Clear. 

Note full back swing even in 
the air, righ L elbow well up and 
eyes glued Lo Lhc shulllc. 

I( iyh/ 

- Ha!'k I land Drop �hot al N Pt. 

This shot is played below Lhe 
nel levd. Note wrist well ba!'k 
even as I.he arr11 straightens for 
conLtwt. al tire highest. possible 
point. 

l9 



• e�me-7widt will do as 

much for your Badminton as it 

did for your Tennis ..... 

Each string is identified l,y 

the 4 Bar Mark - - - -

-=:--1,), 
I/, 
,�· ' • 

��/ 

\ 
\ 

J O H N S O N S U T U R E C O R P O R A T I O N 
5.001 WEST 67TH STREET 

C H I_ C �_!1 ___ (! _ __!_�-L L I_-� (;» I� 

--.......r-'9. ~ ~---....---..~,"''C'.""' :--,c-....,.y~=-~---~-~-~_.:=:::=""::-::-= =:=:=:~::=:.=:.-======-- :--
·, 

, --
I . 



The "World's Professional Title" Tangle 

ln Lhe OcLober issue of Lhe 
Canadian Sport Monthly an arLicle 
by John Chartier "Grant Chal­
lenges Jack Purcell for W oriel Pro 

Badminton Crown" roused a storm 
of comment in Canadian circles 
and stirred the interest of many 
American players to whom Lhe 
names of Purcell and Grant pro­
duced many memories. Doug 
Grant was mostly a legendary 
name to those who followed Cana­
dian Badminton in print but to 
the states bordering Canada he 
was known to many, particularly 
New England, where he had com­
peted successfully in the 1934 
Open Tournament. Jack PW"cell, 
on the other hand, spent many 
years in America playing in all 
parts of the country and had 
officiated at many major tow-na­
ments including the first Nation­
als at Chicago in 1937. He had 
and still has an enviable reputation 
as one of the real promoters of 
American Badminton, giving ad­
vice, counsel and instruction to 
players and organizers in many 
cities from coast to coast. Be­
lieving that readers of "Bird Chat­
ter" are interested in stories con­
cerning professionals as well as. 
the story behind this "world's 
professional Li tie" enigma, contacts 
were made with both of the above 
and discussions held with a number· 
of other persons who had certain 
knowledge perLaining Lo the subject 
and the facts and opinions are 
herewith presented. 

Following the challenge issued 
by Grant a slalemenl was issued 
by Purcell to the Canadian press. 
in December. "After much serious 
consideration, l have decided Lo 
announce my retirement from fur­
ther competitive Badmi11Lo11 pluy. 
With my forty-second milestone 
j usl around Lhe corner, I feel i L 
would be unwise Lo engage in any 
more serious singles ('UmpeLiLion us 
my present duties in the stock 
brokel'Uge business will not allow 
111e Lo devote the lime a11d energy 
Lo keep myself' i11 the Lop physical 
cundiLiun that Badmi11Lo11 singles 
demands. This does 110L rneun 
1.hal, I u111 ha11gi11g up my rucqueL
us I 1:1111 still i11Lc11sely i11Lercsted
in the gurne and expect Lo co11Li11ue
t,0 pluy regularly urtd help pro1110Le
Lite gurne wl1encvcr I um aLlo Lo
do so. My regret in nuL being
ublc Lo uccepl, Doug (;runL's chul­
lor tge l'or u world's professional

LiLle�match is somewhaL tempered 
by the fact that I met Grant in 
several exhibition singles matches 
four or five years ago and at that 
time not only defeated him in 
six or seven different American 
cities but won all the matches 
from him without the loss of a 
single game. There is no question 
that Gt'ant is accurately described 
as the most complete player de­
veloped in Canadian amateur ranks 
dming the past ten or twelve 
years. He is strong in all depart­
ments and bas developed his touch 
and deception to a greater degree 
than any of the other players. 
However, I do think that any 
claim Grant might make to su­
premacy in the professional ranks 
would be seriously challenged by 
Stanley Cutts, 33 year old pro­
fessional from Toronto's Carlton 
Club. Wer e  I to n o minate 
the leading contender for head 
man among the professionals, I'd 
be inclined to name the smooth 
stroking Cutts. He bas every­
thing that goes to make up a 
great player and a match between 
him and Grant would be a 
'natural'.'' 

The December issue of the 
Canadian Sport Monthly carried a 
full page story on this abdication, 
except the complete Lexl of the 
announcement, giving a relatively 
complete history of both personali­
ties and the details of Lhe posting 
of successive challenges by Grant 
since 1937. 

On January 5th Grant advised 
"Bird ChaUer" Lhat, he was en­
gaging in two maLcltes with Stanley 
CuUs, professional al the Carlton 
Club ol' Toronto and this was sub­
:sequently confirmed in Lite Mon­
treal press on January lGLh. The 
f'irsl match will Lake place in 
Montreal on Febrnary 20th and 
the second, in Toronto, Fcbrnary 
22nd. A third 111al.clt, if necessary 
Lo determine the ulLilllaLc winner 
will return Lo !Vlonlreal al a dale 
Lo be subsequently announced. 

These arc the l'aeLs that have 
reached us from ,·arious sources. 
AL this poinL your editor will as­
sume his editorial prerngaLive and 
wishes lo go on record Lltal the 
following slnLemenLs me his and 
nol Lo be considered us Lite official 
opinion of tho American Badminton 
Association. lluthel' they tnel'ely 
,dcntollslrnlc Lhe case in which the 
chin cun be pt'esculcd in u forward 

21 

pos1L1on. Strangely enough - the 
wl'i ter's opinion of this title tanO'le 
is almost in dit'ect contrast to his 
personal opinion and feeling fol ' 
the heaclliners, Put'ceU and Grant. 
He has the greatest respect, esteem 
and friendship for bot,h and sin­
cerely hopes the latter will not be 
compromised by this out-in-lhe­
open subsequent comment. 

In the years 1932-38 the tet'm 
"world's professional champion" 
was used by at least three prn­
fessionals, only one of which, Jack 
Put'cell, had any reasonable claim 
to its use. If the fact that one 
prnfessional can consistently meet 
and defeat every one he play , 
either in informal matches or highly 
publicized exhibitions and matches 
then there is some basis for con­
sidering him a champion. That 
he may be dubbed or consider 
that he may assume a world title 
when his professional competition 
is limited to a relatively small 
section of the Badminton playing 
world and players can be open Lo 
grave question. But, granting 
that the public is always right, 
there can be Ji Ltle question that, 
at least in America and Canada, 
Purcell was almost universally rec­
ognized as the best in the wot'ld, 
if for no other reason than the 
lack of knowledge of any reason­
able contender in any place. IL 
may be perhaps unfair to infer 
that Purcell gave himself this ti tie, 
rather it would appear more proba­
ble that it was his enthusiastic 
supporLet'S 0t' the desire for crowd­
pulling publicity on Lhe part of 
newspaper reportel's or the local 
chail'man of the committee spon­
soring exhibitions or matches in 
which he was competing. In the 
early days of promotion of Bad­
minton in America it was un­
doubtedly deemed permissible for 
the ulLimaLe result desired - the 
build up of Badminton interest Lo 
the uninitiated public, but the 
errnrs of the past should not be 
the course of acLion for the present 
ol' the fu Lure. 

Thal such an imposing Lille 
without legal 01· official substanti­
ation could be equally assumed by 
others is evidenced by the fact that 
al least two oLher prnl'essionals 
likewise laid claim Lo it, and used 
it in Lhcit' personal publicity. These 
lwo were Jess Willard, originally 
of Lite University Club, 13oslon, 
aucl Noel Hadford, fot'mer Cana­
dian amaLeur star and likewise one 
Lime professional al Doslon's -!00 
13udrninLon and Tennis Club. Both 
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of Lhe e genLlemen subsequenLly 
Lreked aero s Lhe coun Lry Lo Lhe 
\VesL CoasL claiming Lhe LiLle aL 
various and sundry Limes during 
Lhe period 1932-38. The basis for 
such claims is pracLicaUy forgoLLen 
aL Lhis momenL Lhough recollecLion 
has iL LhaL Lhe former vanquished 
some Louring English and Cana­
dian players and Lhe laLLer in Lurn 
edged the aging WiUard before some 
parLisans aL a benefiL ex.J1ibiLion. 
The aboYe reasons may be far 
from Lhe acLual facLs bu L it is 
disLincLly remembered LhaL what­
ever Lheir claims were Lhe Boston 
brethren were somewhat amazed as 
Lhe claim- for the Li Lie were firsL 
advanced. BoLh in turn became 
croppers before Pw·cell who played 
each L\\·ice in challenge matches. 

In 1938, exacL daLe unknown, an 
open tournament was held in 
Canada and a galaxy of profes­
sionals and amatew-s compeLed. 
Here it ·was thaL Purcell met his 
first real compeLitive defeaL when 
Billy l\farkham ranking No. 2 
U. S. player in 1938, played 
brilliantly in defeaLing the master. 
The tournament was won by the 
late George Goodwin of Lhe Quebec 
Winter Club. Previously Purcell 
had met Goodwin in a challenge 
3 out of 5 match. This was one 
of tho e real LhriUer-diUers where 
wiLh two seLs down Purcell came 
back to win decisively, literally 
crushing Goodwin in Lhe 5Lh seL. 

The tiLle under discussion was 
noL given to Goodwin as a resu!L 
of the Open Event win as it was 
not placed in competition. ft can 
also be men Lioned tha L Mark ham 
never laid clairn Lo it by his defeat 
of Purcell. 

Soon thereafter Gran L joined the 
professional ranks following an 
outstanding reC"ord of three Cana­
dian aLional Singles wins and 
11urnerous tournamenl victories. 
Cnrnrnenls in the Canadian Sports 
J\lo11Lhly would indicate that he 
cliallenged first in Hl37 where it 
was tabled for two yeurs u1HI then 
postponed d11ring the war, lrnt 
other ir1forrnutio11 received would 
1101. s1dJsla11LiaLe any f'orrnal chal­
lenges 11ntil the one in October. 
IL is a rnaLLer of record that in a 
series of exl1ibitior1s in L110 United 
States during l!J3!) and HJ.JO Ll1e 
Lwo had so111e interesting and ex­
c-iti11g rnutclies though they were 
all won l,y Purcell. 

Tl1e laLLer's retirerncnL sLute1m•11L 
ir1dic:utcd the grudging adinissio11 
of' l.110 cl1ur11pio11 that lo regain Ll1c 

necessary con di Lion for the stren u­
ous defense of a Li Lie would be 
inconsisLenL wiLh his added years 
and Lhe business posiLion Lo which 
he had triven for many year , 
and Lhe press release is consislenL. 

The assumption of the Litle by 
Lhe challenger, GranL, however, 
can in no way be considered au­
LhenLic nor reasonable. A sLrong 
con Lender for Lhe Lop professional 
posiLion, yes, Lhe champion wiLh 
full rights to the title, no. To 
agree that anyone who challenges 
for a Li Lie and therefore bas the 
right to assume the Litle in the 
event of reLiremenL of the present 
LiLleholder is beliLLling the title: 
and the public, with due right, can 
readily view the proceedings wiLb 
a mixture of raised eyebrows and 
a feeling thaL Lbe professionals can 
take a leaf out of the amateur 
books and organize for the pro­
tection of retaining their esteem 
amongst the laymen. 

The logical result is for rec­
ognized contenders to compele for 
Lhe crown, but before the actual 
Litle, "world's professional champ­
ion" can be assumed iL must have 
some official standing. Pending 
a professional organized body it 
would be reasonably logical that the 
American and Canadian national 
amateur bodies appoint a joint 
committee to ex:press their opinions 
on the determination of a logical 
professional champion on this con­
tinent and perhaps in turn the 
maLLer could be presented to Lhe 
r nternalional Federation for the 
nearest approach Lo a world opin­
ion. ThaL the start of determining 
Lhe Lop man of Lhis continent 
might well be Lhe match beLween 
Grant and Cults is logical. 

ow that Purcell has retired let's 
get Lhis naming and holding of 
''strange" Lilies on a logical and 
sound basis. l I' the prof'essionuls 
can't or won't do it themselves 
then the a111ale11r reigning bodies 
should force the issue by refusing 
Lo recognize Lhese um;o11nd titles 
und where exhibitions are con­
c·erned withhold any rnenlion ol' 
them in their publicity. 

Whatever Lhe result of' this chin­
stirker-ouL tho writer is all agog 
ut the eo111i11g ,natches in lontreal 
and Toronto and assures iLs readeri; 
that it will report the results in 
Lhe next issue of "Uird ChaLLer" 
A limited space for any comment� 
pro or con on I his subject will 
be_ 11�ad� ,uvailuble so express your 
op1111on 1( you so desire. 
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(Ed. Nole - as we were going lo 
press lite J allowing anonymous leller 
was received from New York.) 

A group of us, Badminton en­
LhusiasLs over a period of several 
years, wish Lo draw attention to 
the danger of the u e of self-styled 
titles which some professionals give 
Lo Lhemselves. 

Badminton owes a lot Lo many 
of these professionals who have 
worked hard in Lhe promoLion of 
the game but there should be a 
curb placed on LiLles which do not 
fool any seasoned Badminton play­
er but which is misleading Lo local 
players and newcomers to our 
game. These newcomers believe 
they a.re seeing "the world's lead­
ing professional" when such is 
definitely not the case. 

These self-given Li Lies became 
almost ludicrous a few years ago 
and almost placed Badminton in 
the same category as wrestling 
with "champions" springing up all 
over the country. 

We note the conflicting reports 
given out by official Badminton 
publications. First, the "Bird 
Chatter" mentions in the Decem­
ber, 1945, issue about a "world's 
professional singles Litle" match 
between Jack Purcell and Doug 
Grant, no doubt a match arranged 
by themselves and using the 
world's title as bait. Then there 
is the case of the Connecticut 
State l\lixed Doubles Tournament 
official programme, issued in Jan­
uary, 19-16, stating that an exhibi­
Lion will be played by the 
"world's leading professional " 
meaning neither Purcell or GranL 
nor a professional with the Lop 
grade experience of these two or 
such ou Ls landing professionals as 
Ken Davidson, Frank Devlin oel 
Radford or others in org�nized 
cornpeti tion. 

Until such time as there is a 
properly organized professional 
tournament n111 by Lhe Al3A or 
some other equally responsible 
group, for the "World's P ro fes­
sional'' title or ''United Stales" or 
•·.Eastern". titles with all prof�s­
s10nals having an equal opporLu111Ly 
lo play, then we feel that the ABA 
should warn the State AssociaLions 
and all its members not to subscribe 
Lo the fooling of spectators by 
a�lvertising matches or exhibiLions 
given by professionals wiLh fic­
titious titles nor allow offending 
1.>rofessionals to continue spreading 
lalse data and information about 
Lhernselves. 

"Eleven racketeers". 
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BIRDS 
that can take a beating! 

MUNRO birds are made of stronger stuff. They take the fastest play -

and come back for more. Absolutely true in flight, they are 

so perfectly balanced and finely made that they improve even the best 

player's game! 

A MUNRO badminton racket will also give your game a lift. 

Strong and with plenty of whip, they are the smartest, fastest-playing "bats" 

on the court today! 

Remember the name MUNRO! 

MUNRO 
SPORTS, INC. 
MUNRO BUIL DING 

UTICA 4, NEW YORK 
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