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BIRD CHATTER 

AMERICAN BADMINTON ASSOCIATION 

Vol. 5 DECEMBER 1945 

Crucial Year Ahead But Future ls Bright 

Predicts ABA President 

"Tlus is one of the most important years in the lustory of the American 
l3adminton Association", states President James F. Crafts, "and· each 
Director of this Association, each president of a State or sectional associ
ation and all those interested and concerned with the organization and 
promotion of Badminton clubs and play must be alert to tl1is situation." 

The need for reorganization of 
your clubs and administrative con
trol bodies, to take full advantage 
of Lhe changing aspect of war time 
activity to normal activity calls for 
Lhe best in clear thinking and 
sound planning by those now 
heading up all types of Badminton 
groups. 

The Execu Live body of the ABA 
has already taken steps to fill the 
gaps in its Directorate and Com
miLLee ranks wiLh well known or 
highly recommended persons de
finitely inLeresLcd in Lhe Badminton 
picture and who have time avail
able for active parLicipaLitm in 
managemen L details. 

There are still many angles Lo 
Lhe "reconversion" sLaLus but wail
ing iL out will noL Le the policy or 
this Association. 

Sornc of our major acLiviLics arc 
ulrcad y in progress and will be 
prcsen Led Lu you us the uccusiu11 
dc111unds. 

This first issue of ''Hird ChaLLcr" 
for Ll1c lD-15--IG season will continue 
Lite new i111prnvcd mugazi11c started 
lust ycur and now in its fifth year 
of' pulJli1·uLion. 1 L ltus gone beyond 
Ll1e i,;LuLus of' an ussc)('ialion house
11rgan, und I l'Un dcf'inilcly :-;Lule 
is rec·ognizPd by the 11d vcrLiscrs 
reprPscntcd l1crcin 1111d by lcadi111,{ 
l'LI<'quol 111ug11zi11es i11 boLh Lhis 
1·ou11try u11d Cu11udu, und by thu 
I 11 t1·r1111 tiu1111I Fc:dl'l'u Liou ol'fi('(•rs 
,.r l•:11glu11d 11s Lho 111osl pot.out 
l'on·c: e1•1:1· dev1dopnd by 1111y scHm·c 
lHt Lite prn111ot ion 111' t.hu sport of'
B11d111i11Lo11. 'l'ltis is 011r sole 111r1111s 
of' l'l'i1d1i11g 1111 p111'1.s ol' this lmgo 
l'0UJ1try or (JtJJ'S i11 IIIIY sul isl1111l,i11I 
wuy. IL brings 1111

° 

sol'Liu11s in 
J'f'ilMHllll1ly <'lrnw 1·1111t11cl wiL11 one 

another th.rough the publication of 
local news of one section for all 
sections to reacl. It presents the 
accepted theories of instruction by 
outstanding teachers and players, 
the experiences of those who travel 
inLo the many sections of this 
and other countries, pictures of 
leading tournament players and 
clubs, and presents facts of uni
versal interest in other phases of 
Badminton activity. Its support 
should be unquestioned, both as 
to submitLing data regarding your 
own doings and being sure you 
have anyone interested in Bad
minton on the circulation list, 
whether the present $1.00 sub
scription cost is forwarded or nol. 
This subscription will still be on 
a voluntary Lasis Lhis year and no 
one will be refused a copy while 
there are copies available. 

Already we tuc seriously con
sidering Lite running or a National 
Tourna111c11l and Convention in 
cnrly April l\J-lu ,  and each Director 
is now co11LacLi11g his sectional 
clubs for his answer Lo this i111-
porL1111l question. The answer Lu 
Lheir deL:isiuns will be announced 
in the February issue or '' Bird 
ChuLLcr" und its i111porLa11<·c cun 
noL be undcrruLcd. 

The newly L'n•aLed Junior Ac
LiviLy Co111111ilLN•, under Lcalund 
Cusl,avson, is forging ahuad and 
nexl, issue 111ay p1·1is1•11L their pl1111s 
for Lltis i111porLu11L phase of Lite 
Assrn,i111.io111s work. 

A111al1'l(J" slat.w-: or players lllllSL 
he watd1Pd dosl'ly by Lite SL'l'

Lio11al suh-1·1J111111iLt.ces and cu11-
sist<'11l, i11l.c•rprl'l11l,iu11 ol' Lhe rules 
011 a 11011 parLis1111 basis 111usL be 
l.lH·ir w11ldlll'ord. L11xiLy 011 the 
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part of the local commiltee in
evitably leads to sectional friction 
and is eminently unfair to boLh 
the players directly concerned and 
those with whom they compete in 
official tournaments. This is one 
of our most delicate problems as 
it invariably involves the well 
known and popular local favorite. 

We are the '·Baby" major sport
ing activity in tlus country and yet 
potentially one of the future's 
biggest. Let us move forward with 
sound consLrucLive thinking but 
being ever aggressiYe in our 
opera lions. 

Ken Quigley and Hugh Forgie 
Exhibit for Ohio State Assn. 
SLimulaLing the fast renewing 

interest of the Cleveland l\TeLro
politan Badminton area, Ken 
Quigley, 3rd National Hanking 
Player, and Hugh Forgie, out
standing professional, will exhibi L 
al the Moreland School at Shaker 
Heights, Ohio, on December 7Lh. 

Several new features, wiLh a 
disLincL Lrencl Lowards an edu
cational progra1i1 have been cleyer
ly planned under Lhe leadership 
or C. L. 1icl1olls for Lhe Ohio 
SLale J3aclminLon Association. 

Passing of Past President Starrett 
Keenly Felt 

The dcaLh on June 22, 19-15 of 
n. Ward SLnrrclL, Director, nncl
President of Lhc ABA, l!).U Lo
Hl-1:3, rc111oved one ol' HadminLon's
wise counsellors and sLauneh sup
porlers and his loss Lo Bnd111inLu11
is keenly fcl L.

A resolution, expressing Lhe sor
row of Lhe Assoei11Liu11 and rceog
nizing his disLinl'L los: Lu Lhc gu1110 
wns drawn up by n eo111111iLLce 
eu1npuscd uf Lwu funner National 
SccrcLaries, N()J'val P. Tri111horn 
und .JusLin Canfield, nnd Jack 
Tuylur. By rnLc of the Direclu
rnle Lhis n'solulion hns hcen in
l'urpornled in Lhe uffil'ial n'L'urds 
n111l n copy sent tu the 111e111bcrs 
of thu SLlll'reLL l'u111ily.
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Editorial 

The amazing Lhing abou L Lhe 
people of the e United Slale 1s 
their abiliLy lo acL and reacL. 

When Lhe time came for us to 
Loss away tbe period of play, of 
which .13adrnjnlon was coming lo be 
a major part in many of our Jives 
and plenly of ow· towns and 
cilies, and dig inLo the real serious 
business of tolal war we acLed, 
and fasL. Hundreds of our playing 
areas turned overnight inlo train
ing and housing cenlers for Lhe 
war efforL, thousands of our play
ers Lurned to all lypcs and sorLs 
of war parlicipalion and endeavor, 
local, sectional and our own 1a
Lional Badminton AssociaLions re
organized for "the duration" in 
Lhe adminislralion of' Badminton 
affairs, freezing cerLain officials 
and limiting play Lo thal primarily 
needed for good health, maintain
ing personal morale :.m<l c11Lerlain
ing all branches ol' the service. 

Wilh Lhc advcnL ol' V-E Duy, we 
came ouL ol' our corner wiLh a 
speculative rush, wiLh V-J Duy we 
made u few Lcr1l.aLivc pusses and 
since then we huve ulmosL walloped 
Lhc stuffing ouL of' Lhe skcpLical 
wc'll-11c1·cr-cu11re-liack-g-uy in al-
111usL every set ti on of' Lhc cou n Lry. 

Hackcls and sneakers have lJecn 
searcc and noL Loo good - birds 
(shullles tu you purists) hu\'e 
IJern h ig-her in price l han l he 
Ernpirc Stale Huilding and plenly 
of "lcl'Ly f'lyt•rs" u111ong L11e111 l oo, 
Utlll l'al'iliLics have been opening 
up loo slowly fur· Ll1c rush of pluy. 

Dcspilc ull Lhese drawlJal'ks, thr 
kind Ll1uL u few years U"O would 
huve IJligl1Led the very ;i-owLh of 
Bad111i11lu11, WI•: YOUnnd US huve 
lilcrully reacled

1 

Lu tl ic loss ul' our 
Bad111i11lo11 pluy 11s if ii, wus H 

drink ol' w11Lcr Lo u dcserL-dry 
Lrn velcr. Every single scl'Lio11 ul' 
k11own prc-wur Hudr11inLun ureus 
has ju111ped Ll1e g1111 like L11c 11ovil'e 

sprinLer. And this is a maLter of 
facL unles our correspondenL , 
som� 40 odd stalwarLs, are telling 
bedLime slories. 

.13uL this staff knows they're 
LeLLing Lhe amazing Lru Lb of Lhis 
wonderful reaction from check after 
check thru scores of reports. We're 
going so fast into real, sou_nd, and 
prorrressive action thaL 1t nwsL 
me:n only one tbing. This sporL 
J\ I UST be bigger than we even 
believe ourselves .. 

Hours of thought of Lhe desire 
Lo come back for Lhe oldies and 
Jet's go now for. the Jyoung ters 
musL have been circulating in a 
boiling pol. Hundreds of enth�si
asls wiLh sound conslrucll\'e 
thinking have organized iu jig 
Lime and TODAY we are moving 
with the speed of alomic energy. 

Perhap you don'L belie\'e this, 
because we who siL al Lhe cro s
roads and look far afield wouldn'L 
have believed iL ourselves a· re
cenLly as last AugusL. But we 
can'L help buL be convinced thnr 
our conLacLs Lh.ruouL Lhis country, 
from reporls from our neighbors, 
Canada and England, and from 
Lhe leLLers from those who are 
sLill in service in scattered parls 
of Lhe world. 

So whaL do we do? Well, we 
don' L gasp and relax on Lite couch. 
We take advantage of our amazing 
good fortune, dig in an<l do some 
more ol' the much needed pade 
work and Lhen flop on LhaL afore
mcnlioned couch, because now we 
are resLing afler a Lough 3 game 
mat.ch wiLh our pre-war neighbor
ing opponents Of' perhaps we've 
j 11sL had one of Lho ·e smoky, 
liquid bull sessions of Lite Lo11rna
rnc11L corn111iLLee so famous the 
night before Lhe slule dw111ps 
(and I still L11ink they sl1ould he 
ceded No. 2 in Lhc ,nixed). 

You're 111aki11g Lhe naLionul of
ficers dizzy um! the slaff is going 
bully Lryi11g lo gel all the local 
11cws into ils l'uh111111s wiLhuuL 
111issi11g your dub's or ussoL·ialiun's 
l'uvorilc son's or daughler's 11a111c 
J'or the public's re\'icw. 

We foci yu11 want lo know lhese 
Lhings und lhal. you should see 
this pil"Lure, bet·uusc LhaL's whaL is 
goi11:; Lu 111akc I his swell ga111c the 
IicsL i11 real c11juy111c11L and cor11-
p0Li 1.iu11 fur lhc hasl)(•e11s, I.he isers 
u11d Lhc willbes. 

Correspondents! 
l1c111i11dcr LltaL dcudli11c for 

Febnrnry is,-uc ro11l.i11e l'opy 1s 
January 101.11. 

A Plug for Us by Us 

Well, friends, your ·•13ircl Chat
ter" starts iL 5Lh year of publi
cation 311cl generally continues in 
Lhe new dre;s giYen it la ·L season 
wiLh a few aclcliLions. Our cover 
heading has been reYisecl by Lea 
GusLavson. Our ach·erli ·ers. µrac
Lically all Lhose who finished lasL 
sea ou wiLh u . have given Lhem
seh·es new hair-dos and we'll pre
sent at leasL one new advertiser 
next issue. the Linen Thread Co .. 
ma.kers of - well you look and 
see for your·elf, and iL hasn'L 
anything to do with needling your 
opponenls, so gue s again. 

We've some inLeresLing and ex
citing articles and picLures lo add 
Lo our new -from-all-points starL
ing th.is issue wilh Hugh Forgie's 
Lrip Lo Lhe Aleutians, a quint al 
Ozzie HilLon' playmates in Lhe 
French Champs, aud two pictures 
ol' interesL Lo LournamenL players 
( Lhe flash a L L. Lou is and Lhe 
handsome lads and lassies at OIJa
homa). NexL is ue will present 
·ome startling stroke picLures of
our old '·sourpuss" l�en ··curly"
Davidson, Lhe man with Lhe sm.ilc
on the back of his face or perhaps
I mean Lhe man who puls Lhe bee 
in the midriff laughs.

::\laybe we'll even pull some Doo 
Per"on secret' from our .. confi
dential informanL" anti gel you 
behiud the scenes on Lhc nexL ! ! ! 
National Tournarnenl, blue smoke 
conclave. ,\ ncl have you heard 
Lhe one abouL .Jack PurePll ancl 
Doug GranL for the wudd's pro
fessional singles title - no - well 
keep reading ·•Bird haller" /'or 
the lalesL of Lhe lalesL. 

From S /Sgt Frank S. Si.rnlak, 
:j7//i Sla/infl /lospilul, Tunis. 
T1111isia. 

"J have been receiving 111y copies 
ol' Lhc "Bird Chatter' regularly 
and hu\'e enjo) eel readi11g Lhern 
very 111ueh. EspeL"ially, difrerenL 
arlidcs and rcsu I ls of' Lou rna111en Ls 
i11 which friends ol' 111ine and men 
who I hal'e L'urnpeled againsL 
were 1·0111peli11g in. From all 
indicalio11s iL seems as though 
i11lcresL is sLill very high in the 
Stales in Badminton. After fin
ishing with the '13ird Challcr' I 
have heen passing iL 011 lo friends 
of 111ine who arc i11 srrvice and I 
k11uw LhaL they enjoy reading Lhem 
\'Cry 111ud1 also, u11d no cloubL 
have pid.eu. up some very valuable 
hints in Lhc articles contained in 
Lhem, as 1 have." 
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St. Louis Association Swings Into Action 
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The GreaLer SL. ·Louis 13udrnin
Lon AssociaLion is well organized 
for Lhc <'orning season und ull clubs 
urc in f'ull opcraLion. The record 
ol' 111ai11Lai11ing all dubs ucLiv<' 
during Lhc war period is unique in 
I.Ire ovcrall national pi<'l.11rc.

Charles O!'hs, PrcsidenL of' Llw
,\ssnl'iaLion, will b<' assisled hy
Norrnan Krne11l'l1i, \'i<'c-PrcsidcnL; 
l\lrs .. Jo Hrgcr, Scnclary; II. II. 
P1·rki11s .. Ir., Tr1\asurnr; 

'
and Hoy

.lord1111, \\'ar'l'<'II Cowdery, Beu,· 
Carpt·11 I icr a 11d A 111'11 Sa r'Hlers, o;,
I.lit• l•:xP1·11 liv1• Co111111il.L<'t'.

Tl,�• l'ollowi11g l'l11l1s prl'st•11 lly
t'OIISI I l.11 I<' I.ho ,\ sstwia I io11 -
\lisso11ri ALldPli1· C:I111,, l\lt•.:111Iw1· 
Cl11li, Navy C:I1111, Wt•lis ler CrovPs 
llad111i11L1111 ( :1111>, \\'yd own ( :11111 

;/_ 1111d I lit• Ol�·111pi1· Cl11li. 

� TIit' wi1111t·rs in L11t• .J 1ily 011 ldom 
� l.0111·11a111t•11l. ll't\l'C 

.\frn 's Sinyles 
\\'. f\usscll ,...;,11ith. 

Lwlfrs' Si11gl1•s 
l\lrs. Eliznhl'lh l'L"rki11s.

,\f I'll' s f)uubh•s 
\\'. llussL•II ,...;111ilh 1111d I I. lll'rp,·1
l't•rki11s. 

/,111/frs' f)uul,lt's 
i\l rs. l�liznlll'lh J >crki11s 11 11 d l\lrs. l'q.:�� 
( :oti��lin,-r. 

,\fiutl /)uub/cs 
KL•n Ad t•rholl 1111d J\Jrs. J,·rr Kn·v. 

l'1 '11 'l'l111's IJu11/Jl,·s • 
l\ ('11 ,\,lt-rl1oll 1111d lloh ,•rl \\'11r1 1t·r. 

(.'/11ss "II'' 1\lt-11's Sirty!,·s 
I 11 rs h11II fr11ki11s. 

,/ 1111 ior /lo\'s' ,','i11ylc.,· 
T,·d l\li°11•hl11 1111111. 

111 addi liun lo !he Dis lril'L eve11l. 
the \lanhnssl'l. Cl11h rn11 a dosrd 
l1n11·na111P11L ,J11ly 18 lhru .J11ly 21. 

\ lt-11 ·.,· Si11yl,·.,· 
I lurri.,011 I lu� d,·f,•111t•d ,\llil' rl ( ;,d
l,n•11l h, 1/-t:i, t:i-7, 1:i-:i. 

\l,·11's l!o11bl,•s 
I lmrisu11 I lu� 1111d J 11111,•s I l,·111� tlt--
1'1•11 lt•d A 1l1t•rl ( ;,t ll11·1•11 I Ii 1111 d \\'1111 ,·r 
ll111011, 111-1·1. '1-1:i, l:i-1�. 

I ,w/ i,·,, Si11yl,·s 
l'ulril'in Cnlhn•11Lh dl'fl'11!,•d J1111t• :--w 11in,
11-0,11-1. 

/,11(/ics' Duub!,·s 
lll'lt•n 1£11� 11nd Jam· :--w11in dL,fl'111l'd 
I �11�1,·y _l�rn,·uchi 11nd ll:11 1 llt'rirw Euli11:,.:, 
1.,-:,, 1.,-.1. 

. \ I iutl Du11bt..s 
I l ,·1,·n 1111d I l11rriSt>11 1111:,.: dd',•111 .. d 
I l11rold nnd i\l11ry 11,·rw•r, 15-7, l.i-9. 

( >t"'" ,\ I i.r,-tl /)uul,!,•s 
ll11 ss,•ll 111111 \'irgini11 ,...;, 11i1 h ,lc-f,•111,•d
I !t·rp,·I 1111<1 1-:tizuh,·t I, l'.•rkins, I :i-S. 
l:i-•J, huth l1·11111s fro111 \\ .. l,sl,•r Crm ,•s, 
II. ( :. 

l/oys' Si11ylcs 
C,·org,· (: 1111• , lt -f,•111\'d llu1t1·r 11111·11 ,·t. 
I 1-11. 1-1 I, I 1-7. 

\f,,,,·.,. "If' Sin!JI,·.,· 
Frn nk llut'l1 111, .Jr. dl'l'L•11l1·d \\ 1111 ,•r 
llulo11, l:i-7. 17 -16. 

/,111/i,·.,·' .. U" Si11yl,·s 
i\l 11 ri11 n G 11 ll,n·11lh d,·fl'1 1 t ,·d 11 ,•tl� l;,.t. 
hr,•11 t Ii. 11-:i. I 1-1,. 

(.'11/'f'l'S/ill////1•11/ - n,,fly c,,,.,i,·nlia 



Atlanta A. C. News 

The Atlanta Athletic Club's ]ale 
Fall schedule for Badminton has 
been announced and Lhe following 
dales have been sel, aside for 
special events: Saturday. Dee
ember S. Christmas Party in Lhe 
form of u soeia.l and dance. F'ebrn
ary 5. G, i. S. and U, Club Champ
ionship. With the final malche 
being held on Salmday night, 
February 9. Sunday, April 7, 
there will be a final Losers' Pay 
Tournament. The dale of the 
l\lother-Daughter and Father-Son 
Tournament will be announced 
later. 

A senior Badminton committee 
has been elected. They are Chair
man Edgar J. Forio; ex-officio 
member. \\'. B. Farnsworth; co
chairman. H. E. Lane; secretary 
and correspondent, Mel Chamblee; 
J. L. Dobson, \V. J. Gage, D.
Hollowell, E. Patton, W. Rocker,
J. H. Taylor, H. Vaughan, T.
Zuber. l\lrs. J. L. Dobson. Mrs.
C. Schoen. and Miss L. Wilburn.
Coach Joe· Bean is advisor.

* i( - * 
A Father-Son, Mother-Daughter 

Tournament will be held forJ uni ors. 
The age limit for the son or daugh
ter is under 15. The following com
pose the junior committee: Ira 
Hardin, chairman; H. C. Allen, co
chairman; I. G. Wilkes, W. Wynn, 
.John Underwood, C. Schoen, and 
l\lrs. Emily Hartman. Coach Joe 
Bean will also act as advisor for this 
committee. Beginning October 20 
there will be a Badminton class 
for junior boys and girls every 
Saturday afternoon from ;3 Lo 5. 

Special committees which apply 
to both senior and junior members 
have been elected. Members of 
the classification committee are 
H. Vaughan, chairman; .J. L. Dob
son and L. Taylor. l II ch urge of'
inter-cl11b 11101.chcs arc W. Hocker,
r·hairrnan; J. J L Taylor, co-chair-
111a11 ; and E. J larlman. J n <'hargc 
of p 11l,licity are J. L. Dobson, 
diair111u11; M. Chamblee, and ,Joe 
Bean, w.Jvisor. 

Tl1e fin,!, even!, of' 1,l1c 1\)-15--IG 
sr.aF-011 wus held Ocl.olier 21 in 
tl11: forr11 (Jr II Loser's f lay '1'0111'11U-
111r·11(, lieLwcP11 I.lie "Slu;11ks" 1111d 
tl1e "J lolc:c·ats". Lradol' "PolP<·uL" 
Willms i11spil'Pd his ga11g l,(J vi<'Lory 
,,v,•f' "Sk 1111k" Und1:rwood's lirnod, 
;11111 tlic wi111wrs worn fod a f'ino 
di11111•r al. tl1<i A llile(,i(' Cluh. Ono 
of' (lw Jiigldigl1Ls r1f' the evoni11g· 

wus Lhe l'i11e speech made by E<l 
Forio in presenLing an award Lo 
Lhc person showing Lhe mosL im
provement in their Badminton 
game. Hill Gage was the recipient 
of a Badminton racket so warped 
that iL certuinly could have been 
mistaken for u shovel. 

Correspondcn,l - j\1cl Clw,mblcc 

Western New York Plans 
Energetic Tournament 

and Exhibition Schedule 
Seven championship and invita

tion tournaments are scheduled by 
the clubs of the Western New 
York Badminton Association, start
ing November 24-th. (See Tourna
ment Schedule for complete listing.) 

Continuing its successful series 
of exhibitions by Hugh Forgie, 
the week of November 26 is an 
active one for th.is popular pro
fessional with the following ex
hibitions planned: 
Nov. 26 - At East Aurora Badmin

ton Cltib." 27 - Afternoon - School 18, 
Buffalo. 
Evening - Buffa.lo Bad
minton Club." 28 - Eastman Kodak Club -
Rochester. 

" 29 - Triad Badminton Club, 
174th Armory, Buffalo. 

" 30 - Afternoon - For Y. JVL. 
C. A. Juniors, Perkins
Hall, Buffalo.
Evening - Clinic at Buf
falo Athletic Club.

Dec. 1 - Afternoon - Informal 
play, Buffalo Athletic 
Club. 
Evening - Exhibition 
matches, Buffalo A thlelic 
Club Leaming with Ken 
Quigley of' Cleveland, op
posing I larry Keating 
and Bobby Williams, 
holders of' !�astern I\ I en's 
Doublci:; Litle and playing 
a single rnaLch with Mrs. 
Patsy Donovan SLarrnLL, 
No. :3 National ranking 
player. 

Youngstown, Ohio Swings Again 
After three years uf inacLiviLy 

tho Youngstown Bad111i11Lon Club 
is lia<'k playing every Tuesday and 
l"riday evening nt I.ho I lilllllan 
,I 1111iur 11 igh S<'hool in You11gs
low11, Ohio. Play('rs passing 
through this city am wd(·o1110 to 
drop i11 and enjoy the play. 

( :orN'sJ1011c/1,11/ - l�'d . .I. /,1•wis 
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Early Season 
Oregon State News 

·'Correspondent Makes Good''
might well be the Lille for this C'Ol
umn, for one of "Bird Chatter's'' 
Oregon news gatherers (and local 
wit we understand) has been elect
ed Lo Presidency of the Oregon 
Stale Badminton Association. 

And "Al" Elmer Brown, assisted 
by three well-known Badminton 
players for his other officers, plan 
big things for this season. In Al' 
words his sidekicks are "Ernest 
Amburn, Vice-President and pio
neer of Baclrmnton in the Pacific 
Northwest. Ernie started Badmin
ton in Oregon and Washington 
way back in 1926-27 when he hi

jacked. a set from a friend who 
bad been visiting in Canada. In 
those days he had to buy birds 
direct from England, often waiting 
three or four months for a shipment 
of birds and equipment. Secretary 
is Mrs. Louise Cicrich, Oregon's 
top woman player whose husband. 
Stanley, is a former Oregon title
holder now in: service. The comp
troller of the cunency for the 
group is l\Irs. Helen Phillips, also 
a top woman player frnm this 
area." 

Their first tournament was a 
turkey shoot on November 2Gth 
for the primary purpose of deter
mining player classification and 
arnusing interest for subsequent 
play and tournaments. 

The Association plans call for 
developing interest in the high 
schools and colleges in the Port
land area and the lhree college 
towns within n -W mile radius of' 
Po1'Lland, and developi11g a net
work of other playing mens in 
the Stale from which the best 
Lale11l will be eligible for the annual 
slulcwide Lourna111e11L. 

The enlhusiaslic support of' the 
Deparl111c11L of nc('reation of Port
land has bee11 oulained towards 
obtaining gym facilities al the 
various schools. A six t·ourl "Ylll 

in the lmail arlllory is expectcrl to 
�c available 110w that its war use 
rs over. 

Lewis & Clark College is t·on
slrnding a new gymnasium with 
l'nciliLi('i:; for Badlllinlon and this 
should sli111ulale play nl this 
rnlleg<'. 

Corrt•,,·1wll(/('//l - El1111•t Hro11•11 
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Northern California Makes Early Season Start 

Augusl 2 - 31 marked lhe earls 
season slarl of Norlhern Califor
nian play. Oakland Y. I\ I. C. A. 
Bad111inlon Club conducled a high
ly successful invila_lion lourm11_nenl 
of five eyenls. l•onner nl1onal 
Secretary. Tom Ough, and l\lerle 
Corrin steered and managed the 
affair. The laUer made a bit ol' 
loeal history by arrunging a broad� 
l'Ust of the l\len's finals over Sla
t.ion KROW, a fealure lhal was 
exceUenLly done and crealed much 
interest. 

Hl::SUt.T::; 

/.,ll(li<'s· Sinyles 

Janel \\'righl (California. 13. C.) de
featt>d :o;hirl,•y 13lanchet (California. B. 
C.). 11-3. 11-7. 

. \le11·s Si11yles 
Nonm111 13lanchet (California, 13. C.) 
dcfealL"'<.I Herman Welz (California, B. 
C.). 1-1-17. 15-8, 15-5. 

Ladies· Doubles 
Helen Ough (Oakland, 13. C.) and Janel 
Wright (California, B. C.) defeated 
Shirlev Blanchet and Jean Kirby (Cali
fornia: 13. C.), 15-7, 8-15, 15-7. 

.\I en's Doubles 
Norman Blanchet (California, B. C.) 
and Bob Mensor (Oakland, B. C.) 
defeated D11\'e Copenhagen and Tom 
Ough (Oakland, B. C.), 15-9, 15-2. 

. \I ired Doubles 

Shirley and 1orman Blanchet (Cali
fornia, B. C.) defeated Helen and Tom 
Ough (Oakland, B. C.), 15-5, 15-l. 

I' elcrans' Doubles 
Art Boutcrious (Athens Athletic Club) 
and Tom Ough (Oakland, B. C.) de
feated Halph Kibbe (Oakland YMCA, 
B. C.) and .John Smart (California, 
B. C.), 7-15, 15-7, 15-'I. 

The highlights were Norman 
Blanchet's grand slam, which was 
accomplished a couple of <lass 

before he was released from lhe 
Navy, and lhe II psel ol' lhe orlh
ern California Men's Doubles 
Champions by the unseeded learn 
of 131anchel und M ensor. 

The Northern California Bad
minton Association anlicipaLes a 
tremendous increa ·e in interest 
and aclivily in iLs districL. Their 
membership CornmiUee is planning 
lo canvas all presen L and former 
member clubs, and oLher playing 
groups, wiLh a view lo building up 
a strong membership in the Associ
ation and lo resuming, as soon as 
possible, Lhe interclub league com
petition which was suspended dur
ing the war and so missed by all. 

We are delighted to welcome 
back to the fold as civilian Bad
minton players the following ex
service men: Norman Blanchet, 
Jack Boegle, Bud Coburn, Ozzie 
miton, Cw-ley LeClercq, Max 
Mertens, Lsle Planje, Ben Ross 
and Fran Smart. 

Lt. Comdr. Louis (Bunny) Mac
all, USNR, of Washington, D. C., 
spent a few weeks in this district 
before his release from the Navy 
after four years' service. He 
played regularls on the Oakland 
"Y" courts and made many Bad
minlon friends, he particularly 
endeared himself to the tournament 
committee by occupying an um
pire's chair for four or five hours 
on each of four consecutive nights, 
which musl be some sorl of record. 
Thanks again, Bunny, and best 
regards from the gang. 

Correspondent - Bill Morrison 

Enthusiasm Galore at the Chicago Badminton Club 

The Cliicago Badminlon Club 
fairly oozes pep through its Novem
lier issue of "Bird Cage" delight
fully wriUen liy Dorothy Hicck. 
Meetings and lournumenls com-
1,ined will1 a stron1,: f'inan('ial sel-
11p und enth11siusLic: rnernhership 
c:1Jr1tinue t1J make lhis un oul
i.;t.undi11g c·lul,. 01' parlirnlur inter
ei.;L is u lellcr fro111 Busi I Jones, 
f1Jrrlll!I' prCJf'cssic,rwl al the Bud
mir1lo11 a11d Te1111is Club of Boslon 
and c,r1 Llw \Vilsor1 stal'f of Bad
rnir1tc,11 cixprnts prior t.o tl1e war. 

"Bird Clwllc:r" Lukos the lil,crty 
of n:prnd1wing c:xc·erpls l'ror11 lhis 

leUcr for the interest of lhe niuny 
friends of lh is 011 lslancling pro
l'essiorial. 

'· - - glad lo hear lhe Chicago 
Bucl111i11lon Club is still flourishing. 
I nm playi11g lots ol' Badminton 
ovr.r here - started ol'f wilh I 11ler
Stalio11 eompelition and now on 
a11 I 11ler-Co111ma11d basis. I n111 
Captain ol' the Boruhcr Co111niu11d 
Tcu111. We have a good chu11cc of 
wi1111i11g, I lhink. As fur as I 
know I should lie ho111c hy the 
end of this ypar - hope Lo carry 
011 111y Bad1ninton 111·livilios i11 Ll10 
I\ I id west, us ol' old". 

H 

ABA Die 

Available for Use by 

Member Clubs & Ass' ns 

Above is a reproduction of a 
die designed ty l\l r. E. B. Koener. 
Secretary of tr.e Western New 
York Badminton Association for 
use on tr. ei r associa Lion s la tionary. 
lt is e:�cellently done and in size 
easily usable by any club or asso"i
ation belonging to t!�e ABA . 

The Western New York Associ
ation has permitted us to reproduce 
it aocl to offer electros Lo t!-ose 
desiring to use it. Electro cosl 
will be Sl.50 f. o. b .. Boston. l\ lass. 
Only those approved to use it by 
the Secretars of the ABA will 
be permitted its use, and copy of 
it from this magazine is not per
mitted. Address your requests to 
Mr. John Garrod, 47 Colburn 
Road, Wellesley Hill 82, l\Tass . 

Navy Plays in Admiralty Islands 

Commander Ralph H. G. l\lath
ews USNR, President of the Indi
ana Stale Badminton Association. 
sends an interesting message lo 
the readers ol' "Bird Challer" of 
play in the Southwesl Pacific 
Admirally Islands. Quonset huts, 
warehouse size, make excellen l 
makeshifl courts with only a slight 
deficiency on height noticeable. 

"13ack horne we somelimcs com
plain over lhc distance we must 
travel lo find a place lo play", 
says lhe Commander, "bul oul 
here il is necessary lo take a ·half 
hour lo !'orly-five minutes l.wnl 
ride lo a nearby island, bu l pos
sibly the boat ride is more enjoy
able limn the nulo trip al home. 

'' I huve llol run into any or our 
national ranking playcrs oul here, 
bul l'ro111 lhc inleresl being evi
dcnl'ecl al lhc various ruval bases 
where I have served, I believe wc 
will have a greater inncasrd inler
esl in the gn111c when lhc war is 
all ovN." 
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Tournament Calendar - Season of 1945-46 

ovember 24 - \Vestport Conn. lrnitation i\fen's Doubles.
November 24, 25 - Class A iWen's Doubles Round Robin al

Buffalo Athletic Club - We tern l • Y. Ass'n. 
November 25 - "Turkey Shoot" Oregon Stale A s'n.

December 7, 8, 9 - i\lanhattan Beach Club Badminton Club (5
event ) Southern Calif. .Badminton Ass'n. 

December 8, 9 - Triad Racket & Shuttle Club lnYilalion Class
B & C, 174th Armory, Buffalo - \Veslern
N. Y. Ass'n.

January 4, 5 - Southwestern A.AU Official Championships
(5 events & consolations) at Dallas, Texas.
Sou thcrn i\lethodisl University.

January 18, 19, 20 - Buffalo A. C. Annual lnlenrntional Invitation 
- \Vcslern N. Y. Ass'n.

February 8, 9 - Western N. Y. Class B & C Championships at 
174-th Armory, Buffalo, N. Y.

February 16, 17 - Ohio Lale Open Badminton Championship ,

February 23, 2-i 

March 9, 10 

March 22, 23, 2-i 

Cle,·cland. 
- Niagara Falls Country Club Annual Invitation 

- \Ycslern N. Y. As 'n.
- Kodak Badn1inton Club Annual Invitation at

Rochester, N. Y. \Veslern N. Y. Ass'n. 

- We Lcrn N. Y. Championship al Buffalo A. C. 

the name that's 

OFFICIAL 

with America 

A. G .  Spalding & Uros., Div. of Spalding Sales Corp. 
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"BIRD CHATTER" .YOUR MAGAZINE 

This publication is lhe only National :Magazine in the United Stales clevolecl exclusively Lo 13aclminton. 

It is issued by the American Badminton Association four times a year, during the normal Badminton playing 
season. 

Copies will be sent lo all persons who request it on a voluntary subscription basis. 

i\lay we remind you, though, that its continued success and improvement is based on its circulation and the 
ability of the ·•Bird ChaLLer" Staff Lo finance its publication. 

If you want the -

THEN 

News from all sections of this country -
1 nteresting facts and stories from other lands -
Pictures of Badminton scenes and stars -
Instructional Articles for Beginners and YOU 

Do be sure we have your name and correct address. 

Send us names and addresses of your friends who YOU feel sme will want "Bird Chatter". 

AND - for continued success - why not remit the $1.00 subscription. 

Below is a slip for you to fill out and send to: 

JOHN E. GARROD 

47 COLBURN ROAD, WELLESLEY HILLS 82, MASS. 

Plc•at-1· ,-1·11d 011c 1·opy lo - -

N itlllf' ..... . 

Sl.r1•f'L No. 

<:ity .................. ..... .... .... . Zone• .. Sl.al.e ........ . 

E il< 'lo:,;ecl is 111 y :j; 1.00 su l,sniplio11 1:overi ng- I issut-s for Lhe I U-1.'i--lG sc-•ason. O 

Plo11se send l1uck iss110 (D111·1 1111bor 1\),1.'i). 0 

---



Slow Birds Kill Singles 

Under-speed Birds Too Tough for Average Player 

by Doug Grant 

(Ed. Nole - Whal lo do aboul 
singles is an imporlanl Badminlon 
issue. We_ are, lher�f o:, particularly 
please� w1.lh pennisswn lo reprinl 
Canadwn commenl on lhe subjecl in 
the Jollowin[J limely arlicle .from lhe 
Not'ember issue of Canadian Sporl 
Monthly.) 

Failure to adhere to the shuttle 

speed regulation as laid clown by 
the rules of the International Bad
minton Federation is killing the 
popularity of singles play m 
Canada. 

The regulation specifies that 
when struck with an underhand 
stroke from behind the baseline 

the bird shall fall not less than 
one foot and not more than 2 ft. 
6 inches short of the other baseline. 

This is the rule, but I have 
watched our most powerful players 
test birds and very seldom seen 
anybody who could hit one within 
two yards of the backline. 

Previous to 1930 when we used 
imported English shuttles this rule 
was complied with, producing a 
fast, comparatively easy game of 
such popularity that courts were 
crowded with singles players. 

Soon after, however, slower 
lighter shuttles were adopted, de� 
manding tremendous hitting power 
and prolonging the rallies to such 
an extent that none but the 
youngest and super trained can 
withstand the strain of games 
which are scarcely more than 
tests of' endurance. 

The result is that singles play 
Lhroughou L Canada bus declined 
sharply in comparison to doubles 
it being estimated that only 10 out 
of' a hundred players elect Lo com
bat the rigors of club games and 
only 2% enter singles tournaments. 

Asi<le from forcing singles players 
iulo ridiculously early retirement, 
slow birds place a premium 011 ster
eotype, suf'ely-l'irsl tactics which 
dull the gume f'rnm a spectator's 
slundpoiul. 

The f'usl hird is infinitely su
perior because i L enables a player 
to execute every stroke in the hag, 
Lo und from every corner of tl:c 
c·u11 rt, while plu,�ing the prnper 

premium on speed, control and 
finesse. 

With a slow bird the high serve 
is ·inclined to become very stere
otyped in singles, most of our 
major championships being won by 
players who only employ the low 
serve once or twice dlll'ing a match. 
With a fast bird, however, it is 
possible to achieve more success 
with low and drive serves, greatly 
adding to the interest and fascina
tion of the game from a tactical 
and spectator standpoint. 

The fast bird also tends towards 
a smashing, dynamic form of attack 
eliminating much of the endless 
clearing which is both tiresome to 
play and to watch. 

While players are unanimous in 
declaring the present birds too 
slow for singles, they also point 
out with a great deal of logic that 
a bird which is fast enough for 
singles is too fast for doubles. 
They maintain that just as a slow 
bird places too great a premium 
on endmance for singles so does 
a fast bird over emphasize the 

value of the first smash while 
nullifying clever tactics in doubles. 
Many others insist that as over 
ninety percent of all players are 
enforced to confine their activity 
to doubles only, that the speed or 
the bird should be determined by 
doubles requirements. 

While I am personally in favor 
of pl'oclucing a special speed bi I'd for 
singles, this would place our dou
bles players under a handicap in 
I nlernalio11al competitions with the 
United Stales and Eul'opean 
countries which use a faster bird 
l'or both singles and doubles. 

IL 1s interesting Lo note in 
l�ngland where slow birds are 
quickly weeded ouL, that the play
ers can clear Lite bird with such 
euse they ha vc been able lo de
velop a style which 11Lili:t.0s the 
backhand almost as freely as the 
forehand enabling- them Lo keep 
a good centre court Laclicul posi
tion while saving many �Leps and 
nwch hack bending-. 

Canadian players, however, have 
found that Lhorc is iu�ul'l'icienl 
power in L!io l,a('khand Lo dP111· a 
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slow bird full cow·t and have 
consequently developed a round 
the head style which requires a 
few more steps but gives far 
greater stroke power. 

O°: corning to Canada, most 
English players have been at a loss 
as their backhands failed to stand 
up to a steady barrage of hard
to-clear, slow birds, and now with 
the world_ ch::1mp�onship Thomas 
Cup loommg 1t will be interestinO' 
to �ee how the various style� 
predicated by . varying shuttle 
speeds compare m effectiveness. 

. If we are to revive singles play 
m Cana�a we must either use a 
faster bird or confine play after 
the service to the inner baseline 
but as this_ drastic alternative will 
not meet w_1th approval in countries 
alrea�y usmg a _full speed shuttle, 
.the f�rst suggestion offers the only 
s?lut10n bot� �rom repopularizing 
smgles and f1ttmg us for a winninO' 
role in Thomas Cup competition."' 

The rule which says that the 
tested bird must land not less than 
?ne foot short of the .baseline is 
itself open to question, because if 
a P]�yer standing in a stationary 
pos1t10n under perfect conditions 
cannot stroke to the baseline, bow 
can he possibly utilize the complete 

length of t�1e court during the rally 
when he 1s almost always either 
rushed or off-balance? 

Webster Groves Meets Goal 
of 100% Subscriptions 

I am very happy to enclose 
$12.00 for one year subscriptions 
for "Bird Chatter." 

?vliss Betty Carpentier, a mem
ber of the Webster Groves Bad
minton Club, is the correspondent 
for this district and [ believe that 
she has forwarded the Badminton 
news for this territory. These 12 
above mentioned subscriptions 
comprise all the members of our 
club and l am very happy that we 
made iL 100%. We have ten 
marl'ied couples in our club there
fore these 10 subscriptions will do 
double duly. 

LI' it is convenient please send 
me some extra copies as l believe 
that we can distribute them Lo 
g-oud advantage. 

Looking fonvmd Lo a big Bad-
minton yem, I am, 

I l. 11. Perkins, .Ir., President 
Webster Crnves Bad111into11 Club 
10:30 Churlcv illc Place 
Hu('k 11 ill l!l. i\l is�uuri 
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Oklahoma's First Open Tournament Huge Success 

The first open tournament spon
sored by the Associated Oklahoma 
Badminton Clubs was held on the 
Con Linen Lal Oil Company's air con
ditioned courts on June 23 and 
24 for the benefit of the Red Cross 
plasma fund. 

Players from Texas and Okla
homa dominated the final rounds 
of all even Ls. George J-1 arm an of' 
Tulsa, current Texas Singles champ 
and Oklahoma d1ampion, al the 
Lime he en Le red the service, scored 
3 triple, while Carolyn Burwell of 
Oklahoma City annexed the La
dies' Singles and Doubles. The 
Texan e11Lries landed tl1e runner-up 
pr,silions in both Singles, J\len's 
and J\1ixcd Doul,les. The dosest 
dwrnpio11sliip events were Ll1e La
dies' Si11glcs and Doubles, cad1 
goi11g i11Lo Lltrcc guincs. 

HESIJLTS 

,\ll'll'N Si11yli•N 

<;,.,,rg,• ff11r1111,n, Tuls11, d1·f1·11l1·d Low,·11 
. f),,,,gl11H, \\'111·11, 15-1, 1:.-ll. 

/,1J1/i1•H' ,",'i11y/1•x 

/\I i"s II urn ,·II d1·f1·11l,·d D11rol hi,· L1111d,·r, 
D1,ll11H, 11-ll, (,_ 11, I 1-:.. 

,\J1•11'N /Jo11/,/1•H 

( ;,.1,rg,· I l11r1111,11 1111d 11,,l.,.rl F. Jol111s1J11, 
T11IH11, d,-f,-1111· d I ;,w,·11 N. f)1,11gl11H 1111d 
Ni,·k 111,l.,.rlw, f>1ill11H, 15-9, 1:.-<,. 

Ladies' Doubles 
Mrs. Ed Overholser and Carolyn Bur
well, Oklahoma City, defeated Mrs. 
Elaine Archer and Mrs. Jeanette um
mcrs, Ponca City, 10-15, 15-6, 15-3. 

M iTed Doubles 
Mr. und Mrs. George l-lurn111n defeated 
Dorothie Lander nnd Nick 11oherts, 
15-9, "15-7. 

Ladies' E.w,uirc** 
Mrs. Ed Overholser and Parnlee Lander 
defeuled Mrs. Carl Morley and Mrs. 
Eluine Archer, 1·1-17, IB-Hi, ·15-6. 

1\fr11's Esquire ** 
11ill Muyficld und G. S. Murvin dcfcntl'd 
Lowell N. Doug I us and J. I. Wal111sley, 
15-1 :1, 15-7. 

Correspondent -John L. ll'almsley 
'' (Ed. Nole -Tit is Esquire lmsinc•ss 
has us JN)//deriny loo, John, ho111 
aluJ11! a ll)(Jf'd as lo ils 11U'l111inr,.) 

Fro111 - ,/o/111 Da11idson, :330 
Ras/ 71st Slr<'r·I, New Vorh City. 

"Tltank you for your very c·o111-
plele and i11f'ormative leller. As 
you forecast, both Wilso11 a11d 
n. S. L. were pleased Lo provide 
111e with C'opies of their liookleLs 
u11cl sC'ore C'hurLs, so I J'cel equipped 
lo run n c·ouplc of Lournu111c11Ls. 

''Tl1c C'OJJY of 'Bird Chatter' also 
urri vPd 1111d I 1'011 nd i L very i II Ler
cst i 11g reading. J a111 l'11c-losi11g a 
d1crk for one dollar Lo l'Ove1· my 
s11bsnipt.io11 for the C'o111i11g )'PHI'." 

12 

Industrial Recreation Association 
Sports Folder Under Way 

The Industrial necreaLion As
sociation plans Lo issue a Badmin
ton Folder as one of their sport 
folder series developed primarily 
for the purpose of encouraging 
parLicipaLion in 13aclminL011, par
ticularly by novices who frequently 
me reluctant Lo enler a sport be
cause they are 110L familiar with 
the Lech11iques, li11go, a11cl rnles. 
The A 13A has cooperalecl by pro
viding i11f'ormaLio11 on sources, 
pholographs, and adviee by c·om
pele11L players on formal, eLC'. 

J\ BA Direclor Wurre11 Wheary 
a11cl i\ I id west Presiclen t Freel Hus
s?II have give11 generously ol' their 
Lt 111c and effort in 1\rrtheri 11" Lh is 
project u11cl should havt our 
1·011grn Lula Lio11s. 

111 return I HA has ki11dly offered 
a supply ol' Lhe folders al a 11omi-
11al price if desired at the Lime ol' 
I he press ru 11. They wou lei be 
nvuilalile lo our 111e111liership nt 
the sa111e pril'C sl'hcdule oblai11i11g
lo I llA 111c111bers. Details may lie 
olilainecl through .. Bird ChaLter." 



Recently Appointed ABA Junior Committee Announces Program 

The policies of the new Junior 
Activities Commitlee of the ABA 
are announced by Chairman Lea
land Gustavson of Westport, 
Conn., who has advised ''Bird 
Chatter" that the committee is 
beginning to go places. 

I ls purpose is to encourage and 
develop the playing of Badminton 
in the Junior ages. The major 
efforts will be directed in a two
fold direction - one, getting Bad
minton recognized in the schools 
for the excellent physical game 
and mental training that it offers 
two, to give all possible assistanc� 
to the ABA clubs in their own 
,Junior play development. 

Every club should recognize the 
value of this junior play, both 
for the junior player and the future 
success of the club. 

form your own local junior 
committees, and appeal to the 
regular players to turn over used 
rackets and shuttles. Arrange 

your club Camily memberships to 
include junior memberships for 
Badminton at little or no expense, 
the dividends will return when 
these boys and girls become adult 
members. 

Give them the benefits of pro
fessional instruction where possible 
and call upon the better players 
for help in instruction. Teach 
them the rules and their proper 
observance. 

Consult the members of the ABA 
committee in yom locality for 
help and suggestions. Members 
of this committee and their ad
dresses are listed below: 

Lealand Gustavson - Hickory 
Hill, Westport, Conn. 

Miss Helen Gibson - The Sid
well friend School, 3901 Wisconsin 
Avenue, Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. G. W. St. Amant - 28 
Waban Avenue, Waban 68, Mass. 

Miss Paralee Lander - 506 

Continental Bldg., Dallas, Texas. 

l\liss Alice Brown - 190 Lover
ing Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 

i\lrs. J. Frank Devlin - 220 
Hawthorne Road, Baltimore 10. 
Maryland. 

W. B. Farnsworth - 5.:i2 Peach
tree Battle A venue, N. W .. Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

A. H. Boulerious - 5991 Contra 
Costa Road, Oakland, Calif. 

E. W. Brown - 18-19 W. Salmon 
Street, Portland 5, Ore. 

Additional members from other 
sections of the country will be 
appoin led, particularly the .\I id
west area, where an appointment 
will be made following their meet
ing due shortly. 

Write the National Chairman if 
you have any problems or ideas, 
he will welcome any comments on 
this vital part of our national 
operation. 

BADMINTON SHOES WITH ''P. F." 
"P. F." means Posture Foundation. A patented 
feature which cradles the arch in a way to ward 
off strain - it keeps the bones of the foot in their 
natural, normal position avoiding tired, strained 
leg muscles. Gives correct foot support in fast, 
active games. Means greater comfort and pro
tection for the athlete. 

These are not the original ".lal'k P11rc1•/I" Badminton Shoes. Until design and construction regulations 
are lilied, here is a sturdy, comfortable, canvas, rubber-soled shoe suitable for Badminton, Squash and 
Tennis. Good quality canvas uppers, and tough, long-wearing, sure-gripping GRAY soles. These shoes 
are now in production and are being shipped to retailers as quickly as possible. If you don't find your 
size the first lime, - try again soon. 

· G B. F. Goodrich Badminton Shoes



An Interesting Letter from the International Federation 
Jnternutional Badminlon 

Federation 
13 Sanford Hd. Bromeley, 

Kenl, Eng. 
Dear Editor: . . 

1 was very mlerested to read m 
Lhe J u.ly issue of Canadian Sporl 
i\lonLhly, thal �'O� mal�e some 
reforence Lo Badmmton m N�w
foundland, and of there ha,:mg 
been a Newfound.land champion
ship. Now, l wonder if you would 
be good enough to le� �ne J-�a ve the 
addresses of authont1es m thal 
part of the worl_d .. I want to . get 
them interested m the loternat1on
al Badminton Federation. New
foundland is, of course, a dis
tinctly separate_ C�)llntry and would 
therefore be eligible for member
ship with the Federation on a 
full basis· in other words, on a 
par with' countries like Norway, 
Sweden France, etc., etc. 

This i;,ederation is now beginning 
to revive its pre-war activities, 
which have, of course, been very 
curtailed during the past five years. 

The game in England is also 
being revived, althou_gh I fear that 
the coming season will be rather a 
poor one in comparison to pre-war 
years owing to the grave shortage 
of shuttles and the fact that so 
many balls have not yet been 
handed back after being used for 
purposes of war by many and 
varied authorities. In conse
quence we shall not be able to 
stage �any tournaments, _and in
deed, any hopes of stagmg the 

All-Englund Championships Lhis 
winLer have now been abandoned. 

IL is very tiresome al'Ler six 
years of allout war efforl on the 
parl of all in this country, to 
think that the first peace-time 
winLer will be such a modest one 
from a Badminton point of view, 
but Lhere seems no aJ ternalive. 

l have had many letters from 
various countries over-run by the 
Germans, and it is amazing to 
realize that Badminton went on 
apace in countries like Denmark, 
France, Norway and the Channel 
Jslands despite the occupation by 
the Germans. Indeed, in Den
mark, the number of clubs affiliated 
to the Danish Badminton Assoc
iation grew from 199 in 1940 to 
457 in 1945! They held their 
championships every year, too. 
Tage Madsen, the present holder 
of the All-England Singles, is still 
their best singles player. He must 
now be about 25, I should say. 

Of English players, many are 
still overseas. These include Ralph 
Nichols who is in East Africa and 
T. P. Dick who conquered Jack 
Purcell on the latter's only attempt 
at winning the All-England tbe 
year before be turned pro. 

With many thanks for -yow· 
assistance re. Newfoundland, I am, 

I-I. A. E. SCHEELE 
Hon. Secretary 

Federation International Badminton 

Reprinled wilh permission o.f lhe 
Canadian Sporl Monlhly. 

Washington, D. C. Group Active Exhibitionists 
Assisted by Major Humphrey 

Chilton of the British Army Slaff, 
a former ALL-E 1GLIS11 slar, 
players from Lhe �ati?nal ca1�ital 
Loured many service 1nstallat�o11s 
f'ron1 .June 15th Lo August 1st 111 a 
sr.ries of ex I Ii IJ i lions. 

111 additiu11 to Major Cl1ilLon 
thr. grnup con�isled of Kay Baker, 
llarliura Tr.rnpleLon, .Joe Buker, 
l lurry Tl1on1pso11 und Bill Shreve. 
Dic·k • Yeager, f'orrner Nulional 
J\1c•11's and J\'1 ixed Dou Ides d1r1rnp 
pur'li<' ipated in u few n_1uld1es 
cluri111-: l1is to1rr of' dirty w1Lh Lhe 
Nuvy in Llrnt arr.a. 

Exl1il,it.io11s w<!re played al Lhe 
1avul l'rnvini-: Crounds, Duhlgrnn, 

Vu.: Naval l'owder Fuc·Lory, lr1diu11 
l lc!ad, l11ryla11d; J\'linr. Warl'11rc· 
:-;d1Ciol Sc1lcJ111Cius J slancl, i\ Id.; Ni'
v u I llc!�<!11rd1 Lui,., Hc•llev1w, D. (',: 
W111c• l'arrn<'ks I> a11d ol.l rr 

places in and around Washinglon. 
On many occasions Jim Gosney. 
Navy Chief Specialist, handled 
the rnike as commenlalor and 
umpire, adding greatly to Lhe per
f'onnances. All Naval exhibitions 
were under Lhe sponsorship ol' the 
Polurnuc niver Naval Command. 

Many places Lumed out groups 
up Lo /iOU spcctuLon; und the inter
est ran high throughout. 

A series ul' hu111e and ho111e 
mul<'hes wiLh 13u1Limore a1·r lici11g 
planned this sensoi1. 

Dave and Chris Dule, leading 
players in th� Boston, _i\lass. urea, 
visited Wash111glu11 while on leave 
f'ro111 the sorvi<'c, but Chris rr-
11wrlu•d tl1al the weather was Lou 
liot l'or u11y Bad111i11l.011 as far as 
h· \\'!IS {'(J(l('C'rlled. 

(1J1'l'l'S/Jo11</('/// - Hill ,,;f,rc·t•c· 

Massachusetts Organizes for 
Active Season 

The Massachusetts Badminton 
Association will open tbe official 
season witb its Annual Fall Meet
ing in early December. Most en
couraaing during the early fall 
has been the activity sbown in 
the Western part of the State, 
and representatives from two active 
sections are expected to attend the 
meeting. 

The Middlesex Mixed League of 
Clubs of Metropolitan Boston is 
also forming its schedule for the 
coming season and eigbt clubs are 
planning Class B and C Doubles 
competition. 

The University Club of Boston 
still leads in active play, with 
many A players meeting each 
Tuesday night and members of 
the former :Men's and Ladies' 
Leagues playing Thursdays in prac
tice matches preparatory to a 
reforming of both these pre-war 
large and active leagues. 

Maugus Club of Wellesley bas 
been unusually busy with 80-100 
players operating a highly org�
ized system of group play covenng 
playing periods for senior and 
junior players on almost every 
day of the week. 

Exhibitions have been presented 
at the YWCA, Waban 1 eighbor
ho.od Club, Wellesley College and 
the Badminton and Tennis Club 
with leading players Wayne Schell, 
Robert \Vright, Nelson Howard, 
Donald Richardson, Mrs. Evelyn 
Boldrick Howard and :Mrs. Mary 
St. Amant joined by professionals 
Jack Brewer and Vaughan Pipes. 

Howard Brand Plays at Silver Bay 
While enroule from l\fontreal, 

Howard Brand, BadrninLon pro
fessional Lo the 13adrni nlon Club of' 
New York, stopped off at Silver 
Bay, N. Y. to visit Dr. G. Edgar 
Burford, a member of the l\lan
hatlan 13udrninlon Club. While 
there, i\lr. Brand gave a fine 
dcmonslration before the players 
and guests or the Silver Bay 
AssociaLion. 

The exhibition eunsisLe<l ol' a 
mixed ctoubles match un<l a singles 
match. Mr. Brnnd was assisted 
liy lol'nl players. The matches 
were attended by well over 100 
111elllbers of' Lhe Silver Bny Associ
ation and their l'ricnds. 

With two high-ceiling courts in 
rcg-11 lur use, Lite Association has a 
large Bad111i11to11 group. 

Correspondent -

/�'dwin H. /(110111/es, .Jr. 



BIRDS 
that can take a beating! 

MUNRO birds are made of stronger stuff. They take the fastest play -

and come back for more. Absolutely true in flight, they are 

so perfectly balanced and finely made that they improve even the best 

player's game! 

A MUNRO badminton racket will also give your game a lift. 

Strong and with plenty of whip, they are the srpartest, fastest-playing "bats" 

on the court today! 

Remember the name MUNRO! 

MUNRO 
SPORTS, INC. 
MUNRO BUIL DING 

UTICA 4, NEW YORK 
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Oh io Peps U p  w i t h  Re tu r n o f  Ou i g l ey a n d  N i c ho l s 
The Elev en Lh A nu u a l  O hio  S La Le 

Open B a�l m i n lon Chai
1
1 1 p i onsh_i ps

have  received the A BA s sanc tion 
lo be p l ayed in C leve l and ,  O h io .  
on Febru ary 1 6  and 17 ,  H l-16 .  J oseph  
N .  G ran t o f  the 1\ l idwe _  t Associ
ation has a l ready ad v ised that 
p layer w iU  . compete . from S t.
Louis  and Ch icago. Ch icago play
ers won aU even ts in  Lhe J a · t 
Oh io  Open_ played i 1\ � 943 . I t
may be  or mlerest lo B ird C h a t
ter" readers lo know that  Lhe 
fol lowing have won the lVT en's 
and \Vomen's  Singles since Lhe 
Ohio Open ' s  i nception : 

Merr 's Singles 

\\ 'a l ter Kramer (De t roi t) 
Hod Phelan (Toron to) 
Ken Da,idson (England )  
Da,·c Robertson (Toron to) 
\\' al ter K ramer (Detroi t) 
Ken Qu igley (Clcvelaml ) 
\\. a lter Kra ruer (Detroi t) * * *  
Ken  Quigley (Cleveland ) 
Husse l l  Gra n t  ( Pi ttsburgh ) 
Dr .  \\ 'm .  Gibbs (Chicago) 
No Competition 
No Compet i tion 

Women 's Singles 

'orma Rogers (St . Ca theri nes) 
B.i rbara Duffy (C leveland ) 
Doris G ray  (Guelph) 
Barbara D uffy (Cleveland) 
Doris G ra y  (Guelph) 
Constance O '  Donovan (Detroi L) 
Patricia Donovan (Buffolo) 
Shirley Fry (Akron) 
Pe.irl Peterson ( Detroi t) 
Thel rua Bu rdick (Chic<1go) 

1 93 1-
1 935 
1 936 
1 937 
1 9:rn 
1 939 
1 91J.O
1 94 1  
1942 
1 94-3 
1 94 1( 
1 94 5  

***  \\'a l ter Kr..i rner re t i red :I- year trophy .  
OFFI CIA L LI ST OF 

OHIO H.A N K I NCS 191-0- 19<1-l 

Men 's Sinyles 

"f .  K enncl l 1  J .  Quigley (Cleve lund ) 
2. fl oLert S t i l l e  (Cincinnu t i )  
3 . Nor1 1 1 u 1 1  G .  A teh i ,m1 1  (C levcl a 1 1d )
,1 .  Edwurd D i  Lco1 1e  (C lev , , Jand) 
5 . W li i t 1 1 cy  \-V urncr, J r . (C leveland )

f\tll'l l 's Douu!l•s 

I .  Sc y 1 1 10 1 J r Col li in 1 1 1 1 d  BPr trnm W i nston 
(Cleveland)  

1 111m1<•11 's Si11ylr·s 
I .  l 'u tr ic ia DornJ v1 1 1 1  ( l 'u i 1 1 es v i l ln )  
2 .  Sl i i r l , •y Fry ( A k ro n )  
:1 . M u rg11 ri l 11 Fu l l , • r  (C in1 · i 1 1 1 1 1 1 t i ) 
. f .  M 11 r y  .1 . Tu l i • l i 1 1 g  (C i ,wi 1 1 1 1 1 1 l i )  
S .  Burlm ru Duffy (C l i • v 1 • l 1 1 1 1 d )  

l \ lu11w1 1 ' s  /)01 1 /,lr•s 
J .  1 '1 1 t O r , r 1 1 , v 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 u l  B 1 1 rl u , n 1  ' 1 ' . - 1 1 q , l 1 • l r , 1 1  

(C l , · v , · l 1 1 1 1d J 
Jl I iferi /Jou l,lr·s 

I . E l i z 1d H • I  Ii I ' . N i , · l i o l l s  1 1 n r l 
l{ 1 · 1 1 1 1 1 · 1  h < }u ig l , ·  y (C l i • v 1 • l 1 1 1 1 d )  

J u n i or A el i v i t y  Co r n  m i l  I C (! 

•I u , ·j o r i <i K 1 1  a rrnwe l l ass i s ted
1 , y  l< e 1 1  O 1 1 i g l cy  , . 111 d C. L .  N ic ho l l s ,  
l r ica l prn f'm,s i o ,rn ls, l 1 a  v e  lwe , 1  1 · 0 1 1 -
d udi 1 1 g  a d i 1 1 ic u t. l\ l c , re l u 1 1 c l  Sc · l 1 oo l  
C V P I)' Fr id a �• e v e n i n g  /'o r ,i 1 1 1 1 i o ri-

i n te rested i n  l ea r n i ng o r  i m p ro v i_ng 
the i r ga me . A fa i r  tu rnout w 1 Lh  
i n cr ea ing i n Leres L has resu l Led . 

Ex h i h i  l i o n s  

Kenneth Q u i gley and  C .  L. 
N ich o l l s  have averaged abou t one 
exh i b i t ion a week s ince the eason ' s  
s tar L .  Assi sted by N orman Atch i 
son ,  J\11 r s .  N i cho l l s  and G ertrude  
Schroeder exJ1 i b i l ions have  been 
p la-y ed at Painesv i l l e ,  H irar1: , 
Wheeli ng, W .  Va .  and ano ther is  
sched u led fo r lVI usk ingum College 
a t  New Concord,  Ohio  [or Decem
ber 1st .  The W heel i ng trip meant 
dr i v i ng 1 50 miles, a h u rr ied di nner 
(no dessert) , playing for an hour 
and then d ri vi ng back to Clevel and . 
vVho said i nterest i n  Badminton 
has waned ? Or are we j u st plain 
n u ts �  

Correspondenl - C. L. Nicholls

E r i e  B a d m i nton C l u b  

The 1 945- 1 946 season in  Erie ,  
Pennsylvania got under way early 
in  October a fter a business meeting 
al the home of Mi lton H. R owley , 
J r . ,  the ret ir ing Pres ident .  New 
o fficers were elected as follows : 
Edward H .  Roberts ,  President ; 
M il ton H .  Rowley ,  J r . ,  Vice-Presi
d en t ;  Frances Cough l i n , T reasurer ; 
and  K ay North , Secre tary. Again ,  
p l ay i s  a l  L h e  Pennsy l vania N a
tional G uar d  A rmory , S ix th and 
Parade S tree Ls on  S u mlar 3 :00 Lo 
6 :00 P .  NL and T h u rsday s  7 :00 to 
1 0 :30 P .  M . A l l  v is i t i ng players 
a re very we lcome .  Fo r i n f'orma l ion 
ca l l E .  I L  H ober l .s ,  65-3 1 3 .  

T h e  me 1 1 1 bersh i p  has  been i n 
c reased th is y e a r  Lo  i nc l u d e  m a n y  
n e w  members a n d  former  l l l ern bers 
w h o  h a v e  re lu rned from Lhe  Ser
v i ce and  l'rorn w ar wor k .  l\ l  rs .  
D u d l e y  Seldon i s  buck l'rom 
Was l 1 i 1 1 gto1 1  a n d  G eo rge Car ro l l ,  
L t. (j . g . ) l J . S .  N .  n .  i s  re l eased 
f 'rnrn L I i e  N a v y .  l •'o l ' Lhe l.o ughe:; L  
c ·o n 1 pe L i Li on yo u  s t i l l  ra nno l  bea t 
the  Spe 1 1 < 'e r  boys . " ,J a y "  (G :3 )  und  
" S p i k e "  ( 5 1 )  c - a n  r 1rn Lhc legs o l' I ' 
a n y  o the r  mem ber .  l< a y  N o r l h  
i s  buc k a l ' l. e r  a s l re m 1 u u s  W .  1\ 1 . C .  
j o b  a n d  a n  i l l n ess. 

So 1 1 1 0  n 1 a Ld 1cs w i L h I. l i e  C l e vo
l u 1 1 d  l � a c l 1 1 1 i 1 1 lo 1 1  C l u b a re p l a 1 1 1 1cd 
as w e  h a v e  c 1 1 j o y nd 0 1 ir  assoC ' i u t i o n  
w i Ll 1  L l 1 oi 1 1  i 1 1  t h o  pas t. 

Con·r•s1Jo11 Clc> 1 1 /  - g I f .  l ?oiifrls 

I <, 

Con n ect i c u t  Bad m i n ton  

Assoc i a t i o n  N ews 

Play s la r Led i n  N ov em ber i n 
M i xed Dou bles team matches be
Lween the member c lubs o f' the 
Connect ic u t  Bad m i n ton  Associa 
tion .  T h is w i l l be fol lowed by 
the M en ' s  and '''omen' s  team 
matches in all th ree c lasses. P\ans 
th i s  year  cal l_ for S tate Champion
sh ips i n  M 1 x�cl Doubles to _be 
decid ed i n  a srngle tourney,  with 
M en ' s  a n d  Women ' s  S ingles and 
Doubles i n  a separate tow-nament .  
Las t Sp r i n o-' s  conges ted S tate tour
nament hatched for th th i s  plan. 

* * * * * 
The N onvall<. Y Badmi nton Club 

has d i ssolved, and has reformed as 
the New Canaan Badm in ton Club ,  
playino- in N ew Canaan. The 
Norwalk Y. l VT .  C .  A .  may fie ld a 
c l u b  of i ts own this season. 

The Greenwich Y Badminton 
Club is a new entry in the CBA 
ranks .  

The Greenwich Badminton Club ,  
new in the association last  year ,  
did no t  enter  tea.ms in  the i n ter
club p lay ,  but is ex-pee led to have 
one of the strongest en tries in  the 
State this �•ear . A nu mber of Lhe 
top ranking N ew York M etro
pol itan players hav e become mem
ber of  the G reenwich C lub .  

* * * * 
G eorge Harr i  , formerl y  of  1 ew 

York ,  where h e  was one of  thei r 
lop fl i gh L p l ayers, j ,  now l i v i ng i n  
S La ri) ford, a n d  h as been work ing  
ou l w i th  the S ta m ford Y Bad
m i n ton C l u b . 

The  A n nua l  Wes lpor l  l n v i la L ion ·  
l\ l en ' s  Doub l es ,  bac k lo i t s pre
wa r  bas i s  o f' Lop team s  from 
L h roughou  L the EasL ,  was p layed 
on N ov e m ber  2-1 .  

B i l l y  l\ l a r khum ,  a former  a mu
Le u r  and p ro fess iona l  lop no lcher 
has r ·e lu l ' l l ed from serv ice i n  the 
E u ru peu n  Thea tre and  w i l l  be 
p lay i ng in the Con nel ' l i rn l  a ren 
t h i s w i n Le r . 

I l i s  ru m ored lha  L I rs . W a nda  
Bergm a n  i s re Lu rn i n "  from Ca l i 
forn i a  a nd lha l · l �e a nd Hoy  
w i l l  re s i d e i n  W es tpor t .  l l ' • good 
ne w :;  l'o r l �as l Coas t B ad m i n ton 
i f ' i L mTu rs .  

CorN· .,·fJ C i 1 1 d,,1 1 /  - Uo1 1  I f,,, -su 1 1 1  

--



Davidson Movie Short for Release in December 

T<en Dai,idson (jar courl), Joe lVallers (near courl) in scene from 
Pele Smillt's /ales! Specially "Badrninlon", produced by 1'le/ro-Goldwy11-J\layer 

The announcement in the June 
1945 issue of "Bird ChaLLer" that 
Ken Davidson and Joe WaLLers 
had successf'ully completed the 
"shooLinl-{" of u film depicting 
Badminton uro11sed a storm or 
interest among Bud111inLon players 
Lhruout Lhe 11uLio11. LeLLers and 
C0lllllle11Ls f'r-0111 all seetio11s or the 
country huYe Ileen received by us 
with requPsLs l'or i11for111aLion 011 
rPlcase du Les. 

"'Bird Chatter" 1.akes pleasure in 
advising yo11 that Lhis Pele Smilh 
Specialty '' Had111inton" l1as been 
ehosc·11 as t,lw 1\1. ( ;, 1\1. Sludius' 
IJPst short of' I he yt•ur 1\J-1.'i and 
will rnprl'se11l this studio al Lhc 
Al'ildP111y Award l'oli11g. I l will 
lie rcl1•asC'd ge11rrnlly i11 Dc1·1·1nbP1', 

Tlw full lt·11gt Ir f'<'al 11n• f'iln1 

"The Great I\lorgun" which will 
contain some l3adminlon action by 
Ken and Joe was sched11led ror 
release this f'all but evidently has 
been delayed as no word has as 
yet reached "Bird Challer" lhal 
anyone has seen this film in their 
local LlreaLre. The al.Jove pil'Lure 
was selel'Led for rcpl'Odul'lion as an 
excellent clr111011slrnliun of' proper 
footwork and raC'kel handling. 
Teal'hers may wPII use this lo 
illustrnle these points in their 
inst.nll'Lion work. It may he noted 
Lhal both players appear co111-
plotely rPlaxed 1111d in ("unlrnl of' 
their body H('Liou. 

The backhand shut ruadl' by 
\Vn llers was I nacle from t.h1\ l'OITL'l'l 
ba('khaud posit.iu11 uml he 1·arril's 
his thumb 11p the bal'11. ol' lhe :;hal'l. 
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I tis weight has been shil'Lecl Lo lhe
right fool on Lhe follow through. 

Davidson is approaching the 
shullle with feel nol Loo far apart, 
lefl side of the body Lo the net and 
is rnrrying the rarkel up in readi
ness fur raising lo position Lo make 
Lhe proper stroke. Both players 
are following the flight ol' the 
shulllP with real L'OlH'enLralion. 

For uur February issue we have 
selel'led a seriC's uf' other piC'lures 
of' I\L'II Davidson whil'l1 excPllently
dc111nnslrnte lhe exe1·ution or other 
strnkt•s and posilinns. They are 
so111e of' tlH' l'inesl pil'lures Lhal
.. Bird Chnl.ll:'r" has seen and 
slruuld bl' of' 1111usunl inlrresl lo 
nil playL'rs and ol' purlil'lrlllr value
lo inslrul'lors.

1 
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Hugh Forgie Describes U.S. 0. Tour in the Aleutians 
"Bird Challer" is pleased lo pre

sent a most interesting story of a 
U. S. 0. Badminton Tour as told by 
Hugh Forgie. While Hugh has 
been generally known lo lhe B�d
m inton world as an oulstandrng 
professional exhibilionisl, of more 
recent years he has been aclit•ely 
engaged in leaching, parliwlarly in 
New York Cily and Weslern New 
York. He was accompanied by 
Frank Jasensky, co-holder of lhe 
Easlern JWen's Doubles Tille, and 
his story describes tl!eir experi�'!-ces 
in a gripping '!arraln•e of condi�wns 
in /he cold regions of lhe Aleutians. 

In �laJ"ch, 1945, the Special 
SeJ"vice of the Al'my Command in 
New York City received a request 
from the Alaskan department for 
a sports unit lo compris� of bowl
ing, billiards, and Ba?mmlon. _It 
was then that Badmmton got its 
first opportunity to be listed on a 
U. S. 0. lour of ovel'seas branches. 

The Special Service rounded up 
Frank J3enkovic, outstanding bowl
ing champion, Gene LaRue, a on�
armed billial'd playel', who, until 
he losl an arm, was a tbl'ee-time 
conlendel' for the world's fly
weight boxing ch am pionshi p; the 
other two meml:ers of the troupe 
were fl'ank Jasensky of GJ"een
wich, present co-holdel' of _ the 
Eastern Men's Doubles J3admmlon 
Championship, and myself. 

Within two months arrange
ments had been made that we 
four athletes were lo be sen l as 
U. S. 0. Unit 681. We passed oul' 
physicals and got the usual jabs -
ten innoculalions in all. Oul' pro
cessing took about three weeks, 
during which time we were undcJ" 
orclel's not to talk of our coming 
ll'ip. 

On July ;3,.d, as manager of the 
ll'oupe, J received oJ"del'fi fol' our 
Ll'onspol'lalion. We left New York 
via rail Lo Great Falls, Montana. 
IL look us three days lo reach 
Montana, !J11t, the next morning 
we dropped 011L of' the sky: al 
Ancl1oragc, Alaska. AL lhol lune 
of' the year there is pruclically no 
s11nsel. • Tl1e lwcnly-1'0111· ho11r 
daylight was a new cxpericnec for 
all of' us. The flight from Creal, 
Fulls look us acrnss Canada viu 
l�dmo11l.on a11d Whitel1orsc Lo l◄'air
lrnnks and Lho11 dow11 tho puss Lo 
A11cl1oragc. We were f'url,u11ule 
iJ1aL the wcaiJ1cl' wus id<:al 1111d 
l.11us the l\oc:kies u11d the valleys 

wel'e magnificent from the sky. 
Mt. McKinley, the largest moun
tain on the NorLh Amel'ican Con
linenL, was awe inspiring as its 
snow-capped peak and slope 
glistened in the sunlight. 

We wel'e in Anchorage two days 
while our itineraJ"y was being 
prepared by the Special Sel'vice of 
the Alaskan Department. On July 
11th we left Anchorage about four 
A. M. and flew approxjmately 
1600 miles west and south out on 
the Aleutian chain to Amchitka. 

If you have not heal'd of Aleut
ian weather, well only those who 
have lived thel'e really know how 
miserable it is, and Amchjtka 
draws some of the worst. The 
fog usually enshrouds tl::e island 
and we stayed there eleven days 
instead of a scl:eduled five while 
we waited for enough ceiling Lo 
enable a plane to come in and take 
us out. Howevel', some of the 
most enjoyable days of oul' tl'ip 
wel'e spent at Amchitka. General 
Maxwell O'J3,.ien was in command 
of that base and Badminton is his 
favol'ite sport. He teamed up 
with Frank J asensky as his partner 
while I played with Major Joe 
Maziatti and we had many en
joyable games. The General won 
a few "cokes" from me on some 
side bets. 

While al Amchitka, Frank and 
T realized what kind of Badminton 
we were going lo be expected Lo 
play on this lour. Besides pulling 
on our exhibition al the gym
nasium, the Special Service a ked 
us if we could play on the stage 
at their movie theatre. IL was 
twenty-eight feel by fourteen feel. 
We improvised a pair of' standards 
and practiced during the afternoon. 
Gene LaH.ue rehearsed with us, it 
being decided that he would be 
the official referee. I must say 
that his constant ad lib and un
usually clcvel' wit added greatly lo 
ou1· show. We put 011 our ex
hibitions for the men al the 
opening of' the evening movie. 
When Cene introduced the act, 
he explained Lo the men that 
Badminton started al love-all; 
which mean!,, as fur us he could 
understand it, the referee was 
included, b11L as he did not know 
the gun1e well as yet he wasn't 
sure ol' the dif'fel'e11cc bctwccu 
Jove one uud one-love. This li1'hl 
intrncl11ction certainly started 11s 
off J"ighl with 011r G. J. auclicnt·c. 
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Anyway, we never rehear-eel our 
show from that day on and I 
think Frank and I had many 
occasions throughout the tour to 
lau"'h with the G. Ls at LaHue's 
eff;rts in refereeing our matches. 

As a result of this first match 
which proved to be good _en_ter
tainment in spite o_f the lm11ted 
space, we were confident that we 
would cal'ry on and p_ut on a good 
show wherever po 1ble for the 
fellows throughout our tour. 

From Amchitka we flew to 
Shyrna which was a se�ret base 
with an air strip second 11;1 le:r:igth 
only to that o_f La(?uard1a field. 
\Ve had our first s1ghl of front 
line operation there, the lu_1ge 
liberators loadin"' up and taking 
off for the Parimashiro Islands. 
At Shyma, they were buildinl:: a 
beautiful gymnasium and bowling 
alleys, but as these were incomplete. 
we played on the stage at the 
movie house. 

v\Te travelled by barge from 
Shyma to Attu. That was the 
coldest trip in our entire sojourn 
and the Pacific was rough. Prob
ably you have heard that the 
water is so cold that man cannot 
live in it more than twenty minutes, 
but we did see a couple of G. T .s 
venture in one sunny day for about 
sixty seconds. (A G. I. bet, no 
doubt.) 

Anyway, on our trip from Shyrna 
to Attu we were really bundled up. 
We had on our field jackets, top 
boots and a Parka overcoat with 
hood well tied clown. \Ve were 
sailing through fog fol' most of the 
voyage, but as we came into the 
harboul' the sky was clear over the 
island. We saw units of the fleet 
al anchor in the bay. We were 
met and quarlel'ed by the avy. 
Once again we stayed longer than 
oul' schedule as we awaited good 
wealhel' lo gel oul. But once 
again we were foJ"Lunale that we 
were in the midst of many .13ad
minton enthusiasts. \Ve met the 
Zummies. These fellows belong Lo 
the Fleet Air Arm. ·1 L was com
pulsory that they spend an average 
of ,15 minutes per day in the gym
nasium. Evel'y one or Lhc·e fellows 
put most of their Lime in on the 
Badminton courts. We had some 
very good games at A Llu. The 
flyers on a bombing mission offeJ"ed 
us a flight over the J apanesc islands 
which wel'e now only 700 mile 
away. f thanked them kindly but 
declined the invitation. These 
Zummics wel'e flying the l011gesl 

-



over-water bomb runs in the world• 
1500 mil�s, rour�d trips. They dicl 
a great Job which was liUle pub
licized here at home. 

From A llu we started working 
our way back to the mainland 
and our rirst stop was Adak 
where we were again the rruest� 
of the _Navy. Adak is the l�rgest 
ba e m the Aleutians. It is 
tremendous and here you see a 
bit ofU. S. ingenuity- a mountain 
removed to build an air strip. 

We played at a number of 
theatres and gymnasiums at Adak· 
and once again we found consider� 
able interest in Badminton. Should 
some of the men whom we saw 
playing Badminton at Adak con
tinue back in civilian lire, I am 
certain they will gain national 
repute in the game. Lieut. Joe 
Overton of the U. S. N. R. did a 
great deal to promote better Bad
minton in the Aleutians. I first 
saw evidence of his work in or
folk, Virginia when I visited there 
in 1942. \Vb.en we were later in 
Dutch Harbour we ran into special 
lighting and set-up for Badminton 
and learned it had been Joe's work. 
He had been · stationed there. 

At the beginning of the trip I 
made a standing offer to give any 
serviceman a twelve point start in 
a 15-point game. At the Tundar
ena, which is probably the largest 
gymnasium on the orth American 
Continent, I lost the only two 
games of the entire tour. Both 
scores were 15-14, 15-14. 

Badminton was temporarily at a 
standstill al the Tundarena as 
they were awaiting a shipment of 
new rackets. We saw about fifty 
broken ones on the shelves. 

We flew from Adak one morning 
to Adka which is probably the 
prelliest of the A leu Lian Jslands 
and here we put on our show at 
the hangar base. D11ring our short 
stay at Adka we suw wild fox, u 
beautiful eagle and u salmon trap 
teeming with fish. On Adka we 
were escorted lo one of the three 
Aleut villages in the Alc11Liu11s and 
were u111uzed lo find bcu11tif11l 
A111crinrn styled whitc-frnrncd col
lagos. As we drove in we were 
greeted with sn1iles and i-:rirn; 
from the nu lives. Once uguin Cone 
LuHuc wus up Lo his kidding. lie 
stood up in Llw front of our jeep 
u11d <'<m1n101wed bowing in l•:iso11-
l1uwcr fushion lo tho 11utivcs until 
we pulled him down in his soul. 
The 1111tivo 111011 111111 just returned 
frn,11 u caribou hunt 011 which 
expedition they shot 110 caribou. 

They store this meat for the winter. 
Alongside their homes salmon was 
hung up for curing. 

We spoke with two youngsters 
who spoke bnglish. We learned 
that missionaries bad pul up a 
school and thus Llie entire village 
spoke or undersLood English. 1 n 
late afternoon we flew back to 
Adak and later l'lew Lo Urnnak. 

Umnak is, or was, Lhe secreL 
base from which our planes sur
prised and drove off the Japs on 
their sneak aLLack on Dutch 
Harbour. 

We played on the stage aL the 
movie house. After the show we 
got lost trying to find our lodgings . 
The hut was within one hundred 
yards of the movie, but the soup 
was as heavy as London's worst. 
(However, in half an hour we were 
comfortably seated at the poker 
table.) 

We were at Umnak on August 
14th, the day the Japs quit and that 
clay we played in the gymnasium 
to a group of G. I.s who had made 
"their own stock" and were doing 
their best to celebrate V-J Day. 
These .boys just wanted to see 
trick shots over and over again 
and as a result we had quite a 
workout. 

Listening in on the radio we 
heard the celebrations in New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco and 
the N. B. C. Tour. I got the 
impression that it seemed like just 
another day to many in the 
Aleutians. 

From Umnak, the Navy flew us 
Lo Dutch Harbour in a P. 13. Y. 
flying boat - a new experience 
for us in flying. At Dutch we 
found those ideal Badminton courLs 
which [ rncnlioned earlier. The 
players were good and we had 
some great games during our two 
clays Lhere. We slept 011 our first 
box spring mattresses in six weeks, 
and personally 1 uould nol sleep. 
From Dutch we flew buck Lo 
Umnak. The same evening a mail 
plunc curnc in en ro11 Le Lo the 
J>rihilof Islands. The pilot sug
gested we go along us the follows 
there had never had u U. �- 0. 
Unit visit Lhe111. The Prihilol' 
Islands nre 11ort.h ol' the Aleutians 
in tho Bering Sea and DU per l'<mL 
of the seal oil i II the world (00111es 
from there. IL is II U. S. Govern-
111e11 L prnject. Tho lu11di11g l'i<•ld 
is very small al -"L. Paul 1111d has 
110 landing lights so that 0111· pilot 
landed l,y tho lights ol' nu nutrnno
hilo whi('ll parked ul Lite ('11<1 ol' Lhl' 
runway. Whl'n wn pullt'd up, Lhn 
whole population ol' tho villnge and 
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camp was there Lo meet u-. The 
men had not received mail for a 
month, thus we just mixed with 
the fellows that evening. You can
not interrupt a G. I. with his mail 
- they didn't need any further 
enterLainment. 

We took off the next morninrr 
about five A. 1\I. and flew 10\� 
along the shores of the i lands 
seeing literally thousands and 
thousands of seals. There is no 
air field at St. George, another 
island in this group, so two men, 

• lashed in, tossed the mail from the 
plane which dropped by parachute 
lo the base below. Durin° our 
entire flight between mnak and 
the Pribilof Islands we flew con
tact or about 100 feet off the 
bleak ocean. It was a 500-miJe 
trip. On our return journey we 
ran into two columns of the fleet 
and we zig-zagged up and down 
these column , low over the decks 
of the ships for about 15 minutes. 
The men on clerk eemed Lo enjoy 
it as much as we did. We hacl 
wanted to fly OYer the 8-mile 
cljameter volcanic crater on mnak, 
but the visibility wa too poor. We 
cl.id, however, see two vokanoes 
in eruption during our Lour. 

From Umnak, we flew out once 
again, this time lo Cold Bay which 
was the secret base lend-leased Lo 
Russia. Then we ca1·ried on lo 
Fort l\Iorrow and later lo N aknek. 
At Naknek we saw our first trees 
in. two months. It is amazing how 
facinating a tree appears when you 
haven't seen one for some Lime. 
fmagine the plight of the dogs in 
the Aleutians and there are thous
ands of them which have been 
Lnken there by the G. f.s. 

A' our plnne Look off from 
1aknek, the right motor suddenly 

went out. Over the speaker came 
the voice Lo slnnd by for emer
genl'y landing. I [owever, the pilot 
banked nnd brought us in on a 
beautil'ul landing. The mechanics 
got Lo work on the plane nnd we 
were on 0111· wny Lo Anchorage in 
an hour. 

When we landed al Anl'horngc, 
we were quite cxeiled and relieved 
lo get ol'I' the Ale11Liu11 chain and 
its Lough wt'ather. 1 feel guilty in 
111nking this statc111ent when you 
l'onsidcr some of 011r men hnve 
been Lhorc thirty-Lhrre 111011th'. 

The next morning we flew lo 
Kodiak, which is n two and onc
hnll' hour flight. When we arrived 
there we l'nund the t'11Liro islu,ul 
eomplotely souped in. \Ve hoYerrd 
over the island for half an hour 



m the hope of geLling in, but we 
were forced to turn back as the 
ceiling wa ze,:o-zero and a� t�e 
field is locked m by mounlams .' l 
requires more than radar lo gel m 
safely. We flew back lo Anchorage 
and the next clay set off again. 
This time we were able to gel 
through. Al Kodiak, there is prot
ably more Baclo�inLon th_an al . any 
of the posts. 1 rey claim tlmty
two courts on the island. 'Ne 
played olll: f!rsl evening there at 
the inLerm1ss1on of a Navy dance. 
Tl·e floor was Yery slippery and we• 
did quite a bit, of sliding around, 
LuL we happened Lo put on one of 
the test, 1 ows of our Lour and· 
t,ruh received a great round of 
appiause and calls for more_. J t 
caused enough comment and mler
esl to l ring ou L a grand CJ'O\\:cl Lo 
our e:d:iLiLion next, clay. \\'hile al 
Kodiak. we visited Lhe Lown and 
found • some truly inflaLionary 
i:rices. A hamburger cos� seventy 
cenls. while a banana sphl cost, us. 
sixty-five cenls .. 'v\le saw some of 
the famous Kodiak Bears also. 

When we flew back to Anchorage 
which was our base for Lhe Lime 
being. we Look the only train ride 
of our travels in the Alaskan area. 
There is a railroad from Fairbanks 
to Anchorage lo Whit�ier .. f doul;>t 
if there is a more sceruc railroad m 
the world as this one runs its entire 
course at the fool of snow-capped 
and glacier studded mountains. 

On our journey from Anchor�ge 
to Whit,t,ier there were mountains 
on our left, waler on our right 
which was about a mile wide and 
beyond were mountains again. 
Along this route there are about 
twenty glaciers and on a sunny 
day they are masses of grandeur 
in the sunlight. 

At, WhiUier, which is a seaport, 
we played both al the serv_ice 
dub and in a storehouse which 
had been converted into a gym
nasium. There was very lit,t,le 
Badminton play in Whillier prior 
Lo our visit, but I have a hunch 
quite a few have tried their hand 
since we left. Unfortunately, they 
do not have shower facilities in 
their gymnasium �nd thul _ is not 
conducive to worlunl{ out Ill wea
ther such us they hove. I l . ra_ins 
Len days out of eleven al Wh1LL1er. 

Once again we returned Lo An
chorage. Our next Lrip was s1�ec
Lucular i11 Llwl we hud lireuklasl 
in Anchorage al six A. I., flew 
500 miles Lo Yukulul. .Enrnule we 
pussed over the world's largest 
glacier. We 1:1Lc lunch al Yakutat, 

put on our exlubiLions while the 
plane stood by for us, an�! t)ien 
arrived back in Anchorage m L1111e 
for dinner after a 1000 mile round 
trip. Th�y hav� quite an acli:'e 
group of Bacl,rnnLon players 111 
Yakutat. They have Lwo excellent 
courts in the air hangar. 

Once au-ain we left Anchorage. 
this time

° 
by a Navy plane for 

Ketchikan. A haH hour out of 
Anchorao-e our right motor "konkecl 
out" and we were forced Lo turn 
back. To make our plight a little 
more "scare:)"' a fire started in the 
radio room and pretty soon smoke 
and fumes filled the plane. How
ever we landed safely. J t is a 
fu111{y feeling to see those "meat 
trucks", a G. I. term for ambulance, 
and fire engines standing by as _we 
landed. As we were well tehmd 
schedule, our flight to Kelchjkan 
was cancelled as also were the 
posts at Fort Ray and. _Prince 
Ruppert which had clemobil1zecl. 

Now we enjoyed our official 
visit to Anchorage. We had a 
fine show there and a very good 
turnout. lVlany civilians who have 
an active club in Anchorage at
tended. The fifty-fourth squadron 
of the 11th air force was out to see 
us again. We had originally given 
them a private exhibition ,�hen we 
first arrived in Anchorage m early 
July. They are the (ellows who 
flew us most of our flights, often 
giving us rides in the co-pilot's 
seat. Eddie Moran of Boston 
strolled into Anchorage the day 
after our performance, disappoin�ed 
not to have seen our show. Dunng 
the next couple of days, however, 
Eddie, Frank, and l had some 
good fun and workou ls on the 
courts. 

We now commenced our last 
lap of our schedule. \�e flewNorlh 
lo Fairbanks and while there met 
several Russian pilots who were 
ferrying planes from Fairbanks Lo 
Hussia. Al FairLa11ks we saw one 
of the two football games which 
have been played in Alaska during 
the war. IL was like being home. 
There was snow in the air, a band 
was out and Lhere was even a 
cheer-leading section. Fairbanks 
defeated Anchorage 14 - 13 i,) an 
exciting finish. The Alaskan lam
ilies with their parkas and papo<;1ses 
watching the game from the s1cl�
li11es reminded us we were still 
far frnm home. 

Al the Fairbanks gymnasium, we 
played to more , !;ivilians Lh�n 
service personnel. .1 �my have qt11�e 
u flourishing Bad111111Lu11 dub 111 

town. From Fairbanks w� flew _to 
Whitehorse via Pan A�enc� Air
ways and had a _luxurious ride for 
a change. Whi tehor e _has . the 
finest Badminton c�urls 11_nagma
ble for that area m then· huge 

•. !,an"'"'"" but unfortunately the an ,,.,__. �, . . . 1. I rrroup there during our v1 it c ,c 
�ot play the game much; the 
fellows who had used the co�rts 
the year previously had orga111zed 
a good club. vVe played at the 
movie house as well, and. the men 
and women gave good evidence of 
enjoying th match. . . . From Whitehorse, ,�luch ' p1c
tw-esquely situated . m a huge 
valley tetween a cham of capped 
mountains. we flew to t. John 
and then on to Eclm<;>nton. At 
Edmonton. we played m town al 
the Red Cro s Canteen. �wo of 
Canada's heller players m the 
West played with _ us,_ but �rnfortu
nately it was their f1_rst. t,!ne ou l 
for the season and their turnng w<;1s 
naturally off. However. we chd 
have some good Badminton in 
spots and the audience was very 
appreciative. 

We played agam for the t_ran
sients at the base_ gymnasium. 
They have tlu-ee good courts and 
these courts do get a good play 
during the winter season. 

Durio 0 the entire tour I had 
been doi�g card tricks for a bit of 
side entertainment and in Edmon
ton [ got stuck (behind the bar) 
for six hours presen Ling card tricks 
as the personnel changed over. 

Our tour now being finished, we 
travelled by train Lo Winnipe�, 
then to St. Paul, :Milwaukee, Chi
cago and home to New York, 
where we had to shed our over
coats for the first time during the 
entire summer. 'vVe had been away 
a lillle over thirteen weeks and 
had travelled abou l 20,000 miles. 
It was a great adventure and we 
were treated royally by all branches 
of the service. By the many 
lellers of thanks from Alaska 
which l have received since J 
came home, l know we did a good 
job for Badminton· as well as for 
'the morale of our 'men. I would 
not like lo close without thanking 
the l\lelropolitan and the American 
lladmi11Lo11 Associations for their 
cooperation in helping Lo bring 
this presentation before the men 
in service. l would also like lo 
thunk n. S. L. and General Sporl
crafl, without, whose interest and 
eoopernlion, I may not have f'o�nd 
it possible Lo accept the invitation 
from the Special Services. , . 

Hugh J•oryie 
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Poster and Photo from French N.3tionals 

F. F. L. T. 

COMMISSION CENTRAlE DE 

BADMINTON 
- Frs: -1 0 -

CHAMPIONNATS DE FRANCE 
RACING CLUB DE FRANCE 

86., Rue Peronnet, NEU ILLY 

■ 

Samedi 21 et Dimanche .22 Avril 1945 

COMITE DU TOURNOI 

Pr!:i,1denl: Plerre-GILLOU, P,e,ld enl de lo F&de!rollon Fro n�oh e d e Lawn.Tennh 

M,,,,b,u • MM. G. D• BAZILlAC. R. CIROTTEAU. G. MAILLOT. P. LEFEBURE. J. MALAUD. P LANGLET HENRY. PAVY, 
R. AILLOUD. SOYEZ. J. ROZIER 

Commisso1re General; M. RenB MATHIEU Commissoire-Ad1oinl M. J•on BROSSARD 

Juge-A rbilre: M. J. R. LE BESNERAIS 

Tirage au sort des Epreuves 

Programm e 

Samedi 21 Avril 

Ellmlnatolres 

a partlr de 14 heures 

Comme en 1943 el en 1944 

Dimanche 22 Avril 

Demi-Finales et Finales 

a partir de 15 h. 

Les Champlonnata de France se disputant avec des Volants 

............................................................................ ,1111111un11111111111111111111111u11n S p Q R T 

Third fru111 /,'fl -- U. "Oui,," II il!u11, USN I/, 'l'ri1il1· \l-'i111ll'r 
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Knoxville, Tennessee 
City Wide Tourney 

Joe Champion emerged victori
ous for the second year in the 
Knoxville, Tenn. Tournament held 
at Winona Field and the Y. l\L C. 
A., August 20-25, de,feat_ing Will��cl 
Martin in the :Men s Smgles lu- 1, 
15-5. Last yea.r's champions in all 
other events did not defend their 
titles in a tournament where play 
was held partly indoors and partly 
outdoors. The Ladies' Singles pro
duced a real battle with Mrs. Anne 
Lobetti, 1944 runner-up edging out 
Mary White, 1942 champ, 8-11, 
11-1, 11-6. This duo teamed up 
for the Laclies' Doubles Title, de
feating Betty Ramsey and Alice 
Todd 15-7, 15-6. Ashford Todd 
and Freel Ramse)', the most ef
fective doubles team this )'ear, 
won easily over ·willa.rd Martin 
and young Tomm)' Bartlett, 15-0, 
15-11. Last year Willard was co
champion with Joe Bowman, now 
in the Navy. 

Winners of the Mixed Doubles 
were l\1Ir. and i\'Irs. Ashford Todd 
who defeated Willard l\Iartin and 
Anne Lobetti, 15-8, 15-8. l\lr. 
Marlin was co-champion 19-:14 with 
Doris Sams 1944 Ladies' Singles 
Champ. The Todds displayed ex
cellent teamwork from the first 
and never sr �med in danger of 
falling behind. 

A special award was µresented 
by Frank Garratt, local sportsman, 
Lo Anne LoheLLi for her excellent 
tournament sportsmanship. The 
Tournament Committee consisted 
ol' 1\1 rs. Frances Drumwright, 
Chairman, assisted by l\lrs. Polly 
Brown, T. A. Fry and 1\lrs. 
J\largnreL Shellerly with President 
l lugh \Vaile and Treasurer Anne 
Lohcll.i additional active workers. 

(.'orrespu11de11l -

J\/rs. Fmnces Dn1111111riyltl 

The Official Badminton Guide 

This new mutual is scheduled Lo 
make its iniLiul nppeararwe shortly. 
Published by A. :S. 13nrncs ns one 
ol' Lhe Official Guide series it will 
t:_01_1tain playing instrul'Lions, ol'
l 1t·1td rules and regulatiow; ol' the 
AHA; laws ol' Bad111i11to11. to11rnn
lll\lllt re\'ords. clt·. 

Well illuslraled and pleasingly 
t11Ta11ged iL is a welcome addition 
lo Badminton lilernLme. 
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The "LAST WORD" 

in MODERN Sports Equipment 

Stride by stride, improvement by improve
ment, progress in the design and construction
of modern sports equipment has been n1arked
by the na1ne Wilson.

In bad1ninton you find the "last word" in
equipn1ent for modern play carrying the
"Wilson" name. Look to the leader for prog
ress. Wilson Sporting Goods Co., Chicago,
New York and other leading cities.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT 

It's WILSON Today 1n Sports

Let's .,II boost the" 11"",,,

,\Jr'm()ri.ds "'rh,11 Lit'"" 

c.11u/J.J1°}!.II ID (Ollllllr'III

Ordlt' our u•.,r lurod. 

Equipment 
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